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About 15% NPP falls below the
NCP thermocline. Less than 1% makes it
to the sea floor
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Photosynthesis as a function of depth for 3 kinds of lakes
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data modified from Krebs Figure 25.5




North Pacific Central Gyre

Temperature Phosphate Nitrate Chlorophyll Primary production
(°C) (nm/L) (pm/L) (um/L) (mgC/m3/half-day expt.)
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Adapted from: Krebs Figure 25.7
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But, lakes don’t usually look this way year-round...




