The Emergence of the Athenian Demos
594 BC



600 BC NARROW OLIGARCHY

594 Reforms of Solon

508 Reforms of Cleisthenes

462-450 Reforms of Ephialtes and Pericles

450 BC RADICAL DEMOCRACY



Athenian Soclety ca. 600 BC

Eupatrids

Prosperous non-Eupatrids
Middling Hoplite Farmers
Hektemoroi (‘sixth-parters’)

Pelatal (‘dependents’)



Athenian Constitution 5.1-2

While the state was organized in this
way, and the many were enslaved to
the few, the people rose against the
notables. The strife was fierce, and

they held out against one another for a
long time.
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Athenian Constitution 5.2

| know, and anguish of heart lies within me,
When | look on the eldest land of lonia
Being slain.



Solon’s Economic Reform

The seisachtheia — ‘shaking off of burdens:
1.Cancellation of debt

2.Abolition of debt-bondage



Solon’s Constitutional Reforms

1. Creation of property classes
2. Creation of Council of 400 (Boule)

3. Changes to eligibility and election of archons



Solon’s Property Classes

Pentekosiomedimnol
Hippeis
Zeugetal

Thetes

500 bushel men

300 to 500 bushels

200 to 300 bushels

less than 200 bushels



Solon’s Constitutional Reforms

1. Creation of property classes
2. Creation of Council of 400 (Boule)

3. Changes to eligibility and election of archons



Solon’s Legal Reforms

1. New code of laws
2. The ho boulomenos reform

3. Creation of a public court (eliaia)



Athenian Constitution 12.4

| wrote down ordinances for bad (kakol)
and good (agathol) alike, providing
straight justice for each man.



Solon’s Legal Reforms

1. New code of laws
2. The ho boulomenos reform

3. Creation of a public court (eliaia)



Solon’s Property Classes

Pentekosiomedimnol
Hippeis
Zeugetal

Thetes

500 bushel men

300 to 500 bushels

200 to 300 bushels

less than 200 bushels
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