
Quabbin Bibliography: Some sources to get you started 

Finding aids/ primary sources 

Massachusetts Metropolitan District Water Supply Commission. 

See the Annual Reports (Boston: Commonwealth of Massachusetts, c.

1930s) 


Quabbin Reservoir Maps of Proposed Site Collection, 1926, 1933:

Finding Aid, Manuscript no. 78. Compiled by Linda Seidman (1985) 


Quabbin guide books and local histories


John Casella. They Also Endure (Athol, Mass: Haley's, 1999). 

Walter E. Clark. Quabbin Reservoir: Memories of Conditions that 
Existed in the Swift and Ware River Valleys While Quabbin Reservoir 
Was Being Developed. (Athol Press, [1946]). 

Thomas Conuel. Quabbin: The Accidental Wilderness. (Amherst: 
University of Massachusetts Press, 1990). 

J. R. Greene. Creation of Quabbin Reservoir: Death of the Swift River 
Valley (Athol, MA: JR Greene, 1987). 

----- . Strange Tales from Old Quabbin (Athol, MA: JR Greene, 
1993). 

----- . The Day Four Towns Died (Athol, MA: JR Greene, 1985). 

Evelina Gustafson. Ghost Towns 'Neath Quabbin Reservoir 
(Boston: Amity Press, 1940). 

Donald W. Howe. Quabbin : The Lost Valley (Ware, MA: The Quabbin 
Book House, 1951). 

Michael Tougias. Quabbin: A History and Explorer’s Guide  (On Cape 
Publications, 2002). 

Allen Young. North of Quabbin Revisited: A Guide to Nine 
Massachusetts Towns North of Quabbin Reservoir (Haleys, 2002). 



History of Water in Massachusetts 

Jan E. Dizard. Going Wild : Hunting, Animal Rights, and the Contested 
Meaning of Nature (Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 
1999). 

Brian Donahue, "Damned at both ends and cursed in the middle": The 
"flowage" of the Concord River meadows, 1798-1862” in Out of the 
Woods: Essays in Environmental History. ed. Char Miller and Hal 
Rothman (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1997). 

Karl Haglund. Inventing the Charles River (Cambridge: MIT Press, 
2003). 

Fern Nesson. Great Waters: A History of Boston's Water Supply 
(Hanover, NH: University Press of New England, 1983). 

Theodore Steinberg, Nature Incorporated: Industrialization and the 
Waters of New England (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1991). 

Philip C. Smith. Crystal Blocks of Yankee Coldness: The Development 
of the Massachusetts Ice Trade from Frederick Tudor to Wenham Lake, 
1806-1886. (Salem, MA, 1961). 

Gavin Weightman. The Frozen Water Trade (London: 
HarperCollins, 2001). [A history of the ice industry in New England] 

Cynthia Zaitzevsky. Frederick Law Olmsted and the Boston Park 
System. ( 1982) [A study of the design and construction of Boston's 
"Emerald Necklace" parks] 

Fiction 

James D. Landis. TheTaking (New York: Ballantine Books, 2003). 

Henry D. Thoreau.  A Week on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers 
(New York: Penguin Books 1998 [1849]) 



Websites 

Massachusetts Water Resource Authority Website: 
http://www.mwra.state.ma.us/ 

See especially: Water System History 
http://www.mwra.state.ma.us/04water/html/hist1.htm 

“Facts on the Quabbin Reservoir & Watershed Fishery” MassWildlife 
http://www.state.ma.us/dfwele/dfw/dfw_quabbin.htm 

James E. Scott, "The Quabbin: A Case Study in Resource 
Management,” [a discussion of the “value conflicts in the management 
of the Quabbin Reservation” including a useful historical introduction] 
http://www.5clir.org/Quabbin.htm 

Center for Environmental Literacy – Mt. Holyoke College [see Regional 
Environmental Issues – Quabbin Reservoir] 
http://www.mtholyoke.edu/proj/cel/ref/place/issues/quab.shtml 

“Water Resource Management” – Harvard University Distance Learning 
website [includes several Quabbin-related links] 
http://courses.dce.harvard.edu/~environment/WaterResourceManagement-gdb-2002/ 

Website for the documentary "Under Quabbin: The Search for the Lost 
Towns" 
http://www.bio.umass.edu/biology/conn.river/quabbinres.html 

Bob Laford’s Homepage – discussion of the “Massachusetts Water 
Quality Act” aka “Cohen Bill” [A local resident’s view, with reference to 
the history of the Quabbin, of the issues surrounding the bill currently 
in the Massachusetts legislature] 
http://home.tiac.net/~rflaford/quabbin.htm 

“Boston Spot Report” – ITT Industries Guidebook to Global Water 
Issues 
http://www.itt.com/waterbook/Boston.asp 

Central Quabbin Area Homepage “Gateway to the Watershed 
Wilderness” 
http://www.centralquabbinarea.org/ 

Pegan Cove Park, Natick, MA (Mass DEP) [Includes a “cultural history” 



of the Cochituate Reservoir watershed] 
http://www.millermicro.com/pcp.html 

Wachusett Reservoir – Nashua River Watershed Association 
http://www.acapellastudios.com/nrwa2/subbasins/wachusett.htm 

Lowell National Historical Park Website: 
http://www.nps.gov/lowe/ 

Lowell Water Works Collection (1870-1945) at the Lowell Museum 
http://library.uml.edu/clh/water.htm 

Middlesex Canal Association – Middlesex Canal c. 1793 
http://www.middlesexcanal.org/ 

Documentaries: 

Lawrence R. Hott, “The Old Quabbin Valley: The Tip of this Mountain 
will be an Island,” Florentine Films, 1982. 

Ed Klekowski, "Under Quabbin: The Search for the Lost Towns," 
Quabbin Video, n.d. 


