Student A:

Despite being written with differing audiences and purposes in mind,
Tilly's "How (and What) Are Historians Doing" and Appleby, Hunt &
Jacob's (AHJ) _Telling the Truth About History mostly address the same
points -- what history is, how to define it, its scope, and what it

should become in the future. Because of this last point both works are
partially prescriptive works by historians on their own discipline, as

well as more traiditonal analyses.

Tilly defines history (as studied in the West) as "a federation of
overlapping disciplines" (686) satisfying six conditions. From their
discussion of the kinds of history done today, AHJ might grudgingly agree
to these conditions. However, much of their book deals with the history
of each condition, revealing which ones seem to always be true of the
'historians' of any age and which have evolved over time. Tilly's
historians insist on "time and place as fundamental principles of
variation" (686), but this is a relatively recent notion, as shown by

AHJ's discussion of several groups of historians (Marxists,

modernization theorists) who see time and place as subordinate to larger
forces. However, AHJ suggests that historical questions are always
"rooted in national politics" (or social context, more broadly), another

of Tilly's conditions. More generally, for Tilly 'history' today is

basically what historians do, and AHJ historicize what historians do.

Tilly and AHJ agree that philosophical questions are crucial to the

future of history, but in different ways. Tilly focuses on two axes

that define much contemporary historical work (individual-group and
humanistic-social scientific), while AHJ focus on philosophical issues

in doing history emphasized by theorists from the Enlightenment on, with
an emphasis on present-day postmodernists, relativists, and
traditionalists. In Tilly's view, "the philosophical problems will not

wait forever", and some section of his space of historical approaches
must prevail, through a grand realization (such as "subjectivity is

never reliably accessible" (710)) that reveals some part of the space to
be better suited to studying the past. It seems like AHJ in fact show

that such absolutisms have been claimed to be true over and over in the
past and are always overgeneralizations. AHJ instead show how history
incorporating all viewpoints can be productively done while
acknowledging the many shortcomings of any approach.

| found _Telling the Truth About History_ a bit difficult, but

satisfying because it addressed several broad themes I've read little
about previously -- the history of approaches to history, the role of
history in forming a national consciousness, critical perspective on the
role of 'theory' in history, where "the line" between
theoretically-informed history and theoretical outer space lies, and the
role of history in American society. | wish we had read parts one and
two at the beginning of the semester along with the Tilly article for
historiographical background, then part three at the end of the semester
for perspective into the future of history. Many bits of information

I'd heard about theorists like Hegel, Gramsci, Durkheim, and Marx came
together in AHJ's succinct and clear summary.

Broadly, AHJ historicize present-day history, science, and social theory



to appraise some contemporary theoretical perspectives bearing on what
historians do today and to suggest where history should go from here.
AHJ in some sense used the historian's craft as a weapon, taking
theoretical challenges to today's history (postmodernism, relativism,
traditionalism), defusing their novelty by setting them in historical
context, analyzing them in that context, and finally appropriating their
salient criticisms while discarding their absolute essential natures.
Interestingly, the first two parts of the book show the rise and
dethroning of absolutisms, while the third part takes perspectives
opposed to the authors' point, reveals the absolute nature of each, and
dethrones them, often by analogy to past absolutisms.

AHJ's conclude that a new kind of objectivity is necessary, possible,
definable (they do), preferable, practical, and should be the basis of
future historical work. Against the near-nihilism of some
postmodernists and relativists, AHJ offer a modern purpose for studying
the past (relatively similar to Tilly's), as work "toward a more
intellectually alive, democratic community, toward the kind of society in
which we would like to live" (229). They note that the new objectivity

is only possible in an already democratic society (here America), and
the definition of objectivity is indeed such that more democracy
reinforces it, and vice versa. This focus on democracy as essential to

a historian's raison d'etre reminded me of William's conclusion that
democracy determine the future definition of engineering, though in this
case more explicitly spelled out. | can't help noting that the general
idea that 'democracy' not only can but should determine the goals of
fields of study seems like intellectual capitalism, in which the

ideological market determines what goods are sold. Although a scholar
or scientists will always have some choice of what they study, I'm
uneasy that AHJ and Williams seem to press for restriction of this
choice.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


