


There are multiple types of sonnets. All sonnets have 14 lines with iambic pentameter (ten
syllables in each line with every other syllable stressed).

The rhyme scheme can vary. Shakespearean sonnets rhyme ababcdcdefef gg. The final couplet
might act as a summary of the previous 12 lines or is a resolution to the conflict laid out in the
previous 12 lines.

Petrarchan sonnets (also known as Italian sonnets) rhyme abbaabba cdecde (or abbaabba
cdeded) and the break between the octet and the sestet shows a change in the poet’s point of
view.

For more information, see http://www.sp.uconn.edu/mwh95001 /iambic.html

I’ll be happy with ten syllables per line and don’t care if you can make it rhyme or not—
whether you are please with that is a different matter. Also, you need not restrict yourself to
English!



