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] aftornoon of hh. 21. 1928 . everything seemed. quiat and pucetul A
m thg: ?l‘d varld,gﬁny pate I vas on my way to the Gatun Spillway, Eo $ish for
tarpon, ‘'when a man approached me ‘st the Colon ‘R.R,Station and eaid"Bill ym -
are. intarsstod in ihe San Blas Indians are you not?"® I replied that ‘T was,

| *Well"he said ™ the whole darn coast is up in arms an _open rebelll on against
L tna/Panm gcvcmnent and Mr ¥arsh 1§ thers alons with them.® =
' . This was sbout all ihe information he gave me, 1 aftervards learned his
name was kr Johnson who had accompaniod Mr Marsh to the San Blas, Rumors fdew
. thick and fast for a fow days, On the 26 of Feb. atout sleven A.M. I was
inforaed that I was wanted officially to go to the San Blas on board the
' U.8.5. Gruised Cleveland, at that time mazking her vay through the Canal for
Cristobal,That afterncon abcut four o’clock an Indian Chief. came o me on the
Street and told me all about the trouble. le was greatly vorried about it..
~X ‘told ‘him not to worry ss it was the best thing for ths Indian in the
lcng run. °I also informed him that the big ship out in the garbor was going
" up thers that night and I was golng with it, " He seemed greatly releived., .
2 X went to the Wa.ahington Hotsel and had a long talk with United States
Minister Sbuth. About 8p.m. I weant on beard the Oleveland. She was anchored
: out in the chanml I got acguainted with the Captain. ¥.B.Wells,  just &
' Ig brozd. qhouldersd American, s little fussy about his two dogs one an Airdale
/)}) the other-s brindle bull, He seemed 10 Ve the iyps of Admiral Rodman the kind /
: that the fAmericans like to have’ repruent them in foreign eountriea.. Ia!ter A
k/w_nrda ledrnod that he was well ‘liked and respecied by his crew. | .- e
: ‘In a short iime, U.S. Minister John G.Scuth, Justice Carlos L.Lopo:
Col. Ara,nso and Mr H.A.Ford the British Consul at Colon came on board,. nnd at
- nine p.m. ve. punod anchor and headed out betwoen the breakwater: straight for .
San mu po ~'In the meantime the La Isla left Colonm at 5330 pum with 200
Panama Nati Polico sboard, and the Navy tug loft Cocoa Solo at dhres p.M.
withcol. Lamd' head of the Rational polics, and ¥r Lewis ‘{he: moving ploture man, -
oL had the: -best intentions of-Yeing ‘seasick tut: the’ boat s big -and heavy
aid. m rcll 49 any great mmt although 4he ses was quite. rough oo
o Y 1 vaa_given one of the officers rooms and dined with them gart’
3’ 3ot tbe t&mo and the balance with Dr South and the Captain. The ship of ‘course
3 .vas. apotlesa“and the ‘linen clesn, the food was good and I found the offigers
k\ a good ‘bunch of scﬁu . They had movies on board which were attended by the- 5
¥

\_ officers and crow,( We arrived off the San Blas Point soon after daybreak. On cur
o ~Teft was the La.Is rolling and plunging in the heavy seas. She was bucking
the wind and saves head on, Ve worked sur way around the point, tie:trsacherous
' channel with the aid of the leadline.We got clear of the poini andlet go anchor,.
"Getting into one of the ships boata with the Panamanians and 8r. South
we started back for the Point. The La Isla was just rounding the point and was )
in the trough of the sea. We itried to put the Panamans on board but the seas
was 80 rough the Job was given up and we weatl on in. Ii was a laughable sight
0. 8es. I do not know vhat information the Polics had bui they bad a machihe
gun mounted on the bow, ths gunmen all set for tusiness. The soldiers stood
around the deck with their guns, scmeof them pointed at the other ones backs
- .Not an Indian in seven milss, Iexpected the ship would roll over
but aho !inally went on in and anshored near the izland of E1 Porvenir, the home
of Mr Mojica ~“the Governor of Ssn ‘Blas. " We want WMM@W*
sshore,. not. *; ‘soul on the island, the Panamanians had left in a hurry, leaving °
‘overyihing behind. We found the frame buildings imtact, A few of the uuﬁh.d huts
had besn burmd 'also a few oa an adjacent island, I undmtood tho !mo building
had heen aparod by tha t.dviaa md viah nt ilr Barsh. . R
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. The officers and iroops were landed atout the same time. Mr Perine

Ur Beardaley and another official of ths Mandingo banana Co. came on shore
from the boat called San Blas, They all wore revolvers, all set to fight Indians.

.. Mr Beardkdey informed us that Mr Marsh was at Cardi with about 4000
Indians well armed. The Panamanians did not like the bad news. My Perine
gave Dr, Lopes several papers that he claimed Mr Marsh wrote. We looked
ovar the island and found but little damage done to ithe frame buildings,
we then all boarded the Cleveland, Again Sr Scuth had an intervin eith the
men from the banana Co. - In the meantime we hauled anchor and ““Ge—on oub way
10.Cardi. Dr Scuth remarked to me that it looked bad for Marsh, I replied
"better wait until you hear Mr ¥arsh's story and it =ay.look different."™

... Yo drdpped anchor -.bout ono quarter of a mile fram the larger of the
Cardi islands, where the new'flag of Tule was flyihg from their COu!zﬂ
building. I was rsquestod to take a boat with its crew and go ashore alone
and find ¥r Marsh., Ve made straight for the building with the flag flying
on its roof. We could not get elose in with our boat so I besckoned for an
Indian to ccme and get me in & cayuca which he did., I did not know whether
I wvas welcome in this little rebellion or not but felt sate enough,

- - . A'great many Indian women wers standing around anxdous to see what was
going to happen, I approached the foor of the council building and there stood
four Indimdoing seniinal duty. I entersd and stopped to take in the sight,

. "Around the outside of the room was a double rov of Indian soldiers,
all had guns of different types nsarly all hed matchetes, In the ceater
were seated the ch.iefs and Ny Marsh and back of them were several hundrsd

* Indians. I walked up to Mr Yarshand shock his hand. He looked hale and. -

~bearty considering all the rumors we had heard about him, Then I got: my
eys on my old friend Olonebeoguimua head chief of the lower San Blas, "

. There was several of the other chiefs that rocoghised me and caie:
forvard. and shook my band.- I turned to Mr Marsh and told him that!iiniater
SOutthas oa board the aniur and would. 1iRe 10 have an intervisw with him,

He readily consented ard ve passed cut of the coungil: chsmben I asked
ﬁr&rshvhyulthehig disturbance and why he was mixed up in it, and he

- replied® Bill, you know what their grhévances ars and any red blooded American

would do the same as I have done, I did not start this rebellionm but I

.-did thelr writing for them and I will take =my chances with the Indians and
give up my life if necessary for their cause.” "¥ell” I reoplied™ You have a
tig heart but I don’t think you will have to do the fighting alone. - We have
‘several million Americans that will help you when they know the-iruth of
this disturbance.” Vs went on board the Cruiser , all were atdumsar.x took

. him down and inteoduced him to to.all the otticora. After dinner &r.” South™
held s private interviev with him, and after the interview was. ovor Dr. Bouth
looked somewhat different. Theregafalways iwo sides to a- atoty. T/
. Dr. South sxpressed a desire to go ashore and have a talk with ths
Indians and I was requested to arrange a meeiing between them., Taking a
boat with several officers and a few civilians we went ashors. I got in
touch with the head chief again and %told him to get all his Sub- Chiefs
together and be ready to meet the Big Chief from the States, He immediately
gave out the order for his canoe men to go to the different islands and
bring the Sub chiefs. He ceriainly was pleased io see me and vanted to know
&1l about the big cayuca, hov long it was going to stay. I could not tell
him. Hs {9ld me all about the brutal treatment of the Panamanians, We
talked for a long time, in the meantims the other chiefs began to arrive.

All were glad to see ms. At last the ar ived., Iw the shore and
escorted glim to the council chamber,- %niﬁcﬁ‘g& gg the Sﬁefg I
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and explained to them what his mission was, Ve all sat down, ome chief told -
of the way the San Blas Indian had kept his bldod pure, how the policemen
had iaken the Indian girls, raped and insulied them and 1f the father or
mothar protestad they were thrown in jail and fined from five to twenty five
dollars gold. Another chisf told how one Indiszn was hung by his hands for
seven days without food or water, Another chief told how the Panamanian
police cut down their cocoamuts, and that they had gone to Panama to see

the President. He had promised them relisf, but it did mot come, only more
policemen, Ancther chisf{ told how they pulled the nose and ear rings out

o the girls nose and sars and kept them and did not give back anything in return
only abuse and insult, At last the head chief got up and in a clear even
voice told us that they did not object 4o edusation but not in the way that
the Panamsnians wanted them to have it, which meant a policeman 'ith Y 44
‘on his hip and the authority of the govammt behind them, -

Also their land was being taken away from them, the tnrtlel wers being

taken trom then and thm was no hopes tor t in the future but ntmation

and Tuin,. .
o The iﬁ.ninter soomed g:rutly interastad inthem and promised to0 do
. Ill in hispower to right their wrongs through the Panamanisn Gov'4, but not
direct, ' I asked the head chief if he would not attaci(the Panamanians he said
they would not if the police would leave thea alone, - The meeting broke up
and we had soms pictures takem, 'Two ysars ago I sat in this same bujlding
. one aight listening to a discusaion betwesen two Indians over a bou 1ine,
little did I dream that in s0 short a time I would be back in the- R
'cwncil chamber with a repressutive of ths State Dep't, with a battlenhip
, sizh‘t and & hundred million Americans behind ii, All the time I was thin-
‘king of the time that I had gone to President Porras and laid all the Indian
grisvances befors him, how I had put it in writing in a friendly and honorsble
way and the lstter I have now how he promised to treat them right, but
 never gave it a thought afier that. We all went back to the ahep, Dr South
had a confersnce wiih the Panamanians and sfter the confersnce broke .
up I noticed the exprsaaiou on Dr. Lopes facs, the interview svidently
was not 4o his liking Everything wvas quiet that night, next morningwith
the parmission of Dr/Scuth I had a tslk with Cel. Arsngo. I asked if there
was anyway t0 bring sbout a settlement to avoid bloodshsd, he said no, The
Indians hed Xilled sixteen Panamanian policemen and that the nest morning
they would havs at Povenir over 400 men snd that in twenty four hours they
would have the Indians dovn on their knees begzing. - *Well, Dick” I replied
~ ® I-don't doudt you in the Reast but I have known you for fifteen years :
~ and let me tell you =3 a friend,in compelling the indians to get down on their
. knees dont harm the imnogent women and childrea if you do you ..will be lucky
49 have a flag at an,lwt alons along the San Blas coast. I left them then
‘and went up. on deck, the Captnngava me' & boat and I went ashore galled for
"tbe head ghief and ‘explained 4o him that the police intended to a.tuc'Kthem
in the morning, and that they had better take to the hills, He said no they
would stay and fight it cut on the island, I explained to him that the thatch
houses could bs very sasy set on fire and thorc would be no way to prevent it
‘and another thing thers was no wader, the. only place was the jungle sndrivers.
" He thought a moment then turned and igave the order to move into the hills
along the river, that the police wers coming, All knew what that meant to the
Indian, Ay the time the chief was giving the order to move my syes happened
10 rest on a little boy about eight years of age. He was listening to the chie
his mouth began to pucker, his eyes to blink, the order was slowly sinking intc
his brain., All at once he b&gan looking arcundand {inaily he saw what he

-
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was J.ooking tor, a littla epotted pupe He grabbed it and ‘ran for the cayuca

jumped into the stern naxt the little paddle. He had all that was dear to
him; not a thought of his fathar mother or little sister, no corn or rioe to
live on during the rebellion, no machete to defend himself and pup against the

- wild animals of the junglen not a stitch of clothing to protect his little body .

from the cold, He had heard the order from the tig cnlef and he had cbeyed.

_Ho vas ready to take whatever the future had in store for him.

- The Indiang had their homes fil ed with corn rice and vegatsbles

- their aoaaom sup,ly. They bezan to load it in cayucas and mowe it up the river
out of reach of the Panamanians, They did not seem excited to any grezt extent

not as much as a person would naturally expect under the circumsiances.
- I walked back into the council chamber, a girl or young woman came to

- me and started to peint at me with her finger. She talked fast and furicus with
$ire in her eyes. Sfe knew I could not understand her tut still she talked, I
-asked the interpreter what was the matter with her?! " She says she don't want to
- g6 10 the jungle on account of the moaquitoes they would kill the children.

-8he wanted to stay and fight wanted to know why Arericans could not stop

the Spanisi?™ I told him that we were waiting for'word from Washington. I
knew it would come be-whep~iw but I did not expectihat we would get it inside of

three or four days. In the meantime the Panamanians could do « whole lot of

damage with machine guns and fire. She was the chiefs daughter, eightsen years
old. She had on 3glid gold ear and nose rings but had on her house dress,
Her name was o Looking arcund the Island I ren across a Spanish woman

- she was crying, she would not speak english. Getting the Indisn that spoke

both English and Spanish I began to make inquiries abeut her. The Indian said i
she was tae wifs of one of the poclisesan that hud been killed. She was afraid
some one would harm her. I told her she wes the safest women in Panama, to

just be quiet until I went back tc the ship and I would see that she was taken care

of. Later ve took her furniture and personal effects including $400 goldbhe
had in her trunk - and took her to0 El Povenir. G8he was happy and laughing all

- the way over but just as scon as I helped her cut of the boat on the little
- dock she promptly fell on the shoulder of the nearest Panamanian policeman
- end bogan 10 yall and ory. On the same irip we alsc had Col.Arango and Dr.

Lopez. Negotlatlons had broken off as far ss they wers concerned. but the .
wireless man was busy. Upon cur arrival at Povenir we found the Policeman .
without water and with but very 1liitle food. T%e got back to the Cleveland

and reported to Dr., South. After luach I was called intoc the Captainas gquarters
and shown & -wireless from Alfarc asking if there was a pogaibility of arranging -
a meeting beiween the Indians and a raprssentive of the rFanama Covernment.

Dr, South said "I.don't think there is & chance as the Indiang are scatterod
and we canmot get them together agein". I replied tiut if the Captain would

.give me aboat I would have all the Indians he would cure to meet. The “uptain

7 gald "sure I will give you the boat and 300 mem if you want them. Dr Scuth

- -wirelossed to Alfaro to send the man snd we would bo ready for him. This vas
Sat, Bsb 28 #25. Tae Cajptain ordercd a boat crow tc get resdy und ve went ashore.

I went t0 each ialand of the whole group and asked the sub chisf to get the
Indians together, After they got ssated in their cocuncil chember I told

- the ehief what I wanted and I ssked him to not go back on me, but to be ready

when the big boat came for then. Every Indian on all the Islands promised
me that they would Ye beady. I asked the head chisf to send his cance man tc
the windvard and got the chiefs from River Sugam, Diablc Hargana, River Ceder

“and the laland of Tigre. It did not seem over iwo mimtes before they were on

their way, 29 miles against the wind to te back in the morning ready for the

ed
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.Conference. ‘In thc meantime the British Gonsul had requested s boat to. go 1o
Nargans and get Miss Coope and all ‘other Brisish sud jects and bring them to the
‘Cleveland, - Waile talking $0 the chief a handwas laid on my ‘ehoulder and" loking-
arcund -behold it was my old friend Richard ‘from Xargana, smiling as usyal,
. © He had’ got vord that I was: there with the big cayuca and he started im:e-
diataly 40 come whers I was. I asked him about his wife, he sald she was dead,

. _she.died from the fever but he iold me he was going to catch the ne.t oms, She
. bad two'children and plenty of cocoam'hn Looks or figure did not enter inmto
the: question. It was cocoanuts,’ 1 gent him back home tcning him to be quist -

- snd eve rything would be all right. ‘He certainly was happy.’ L also sent ny
best wishea {0 Jake and Nary, his brother and sister-in- law, . -
' “On oné of the islands while talking to the chief, a littlse girl came up
to me md said something. I did not understand. The chiaf said she wants to
know why she cannot were her pings and beads, She wvas small only aboui iwelve
yesrs old, but dressed to kill, I took her by the hand and said "little girl
you cartainly can, we are going to ask that you havethe same right as any American
girl.” "She disappeared in the crowd and brought back a pigeon and gave t0 me.
-1 did not know shat to do, did not want to ratuao for fear: of insulting her.
- I finally made up my mind ‘o take itand keep it on board over night then .=
let it go and it would como back to her, . They also gave me éggs., I meyer did

.. find out what this gift really meant. I took the pigeon on board, gave it to-
. to a sailor and told him to let it go in the morning and it would f1ly back to -

‘its home, but the next morning when I wemt looking for it I found a orowd -
of probably tweniy sailors standing around in a bunch, they had clipped its
ing’ &180 made a btox for it and it was to be their pet instsad of the little-

 girls. The head chisf told me that they were going to have & meeting that night

at 12 o'clock and wanted me to come. But on account of not being able to get

_close in with the ships boat I decided & would not care for the trip im & cayuca
%e went on board and the Captain showed me & wirsless mesgage from Col, Lamb . =
who was on the Mavy Tug U.S.S. Sciota that left-Golon the same-day.we:.did,  She
made straight for Puerto Obaldia and came back the coast stop ing at Allega.ndi
The mesasage read as follows." Whole San Blas™in an uprising caused by abuses’
of Panamanian police , Marsh not responsible for uprising.”™ Signsd Lamb,.

. ¥r South nhoved mes one from Alfaro saying that the chisf Jusiice

'ot Panama would arrive the next morning. That night the Sciota arrind with

Miss Coope and the traders from the Colon Import and Export Co, .
© .. Next morning bright and early we wers up, After breakfast 1 vent
ashore and looksd things over, The Indians were all ready and waiting for me.

They told me about the big meeting the ni@t befors and declared that they would

- all comply with any request that I would make, I told them to be quiet and °
just wait until theman from Panama arrived and I would come and get. them, - Going on
board X tound the Captain had sent his cutter %o Il Povenir to get the Chief '
Justice. | About noon he arrived on board and was met by the Captain then ' ..

Dr. Scuth who introduced him to me, Mr South says"nowir Dsl La Ossa what do

you want?® He replied that he wanted 1o go on shore and talk with the Indisns,

- ¥ell did I know he had no more intention of going ashore than I did of jumping
overboard, Dr South says all right you ¢an go anywhere you 1ike, ve: 111 tnke
you but you are ‘'velcome 40 3it here on the deck and Mr M¥arkham will gaft the
Indians to come on board. He did not need any urzing, he sat down and Dr.

South says “"get the Indians®, The Captain was right at band with the order
that ¥r Varkham should go slone. I suggested to Dr South that I had better

‘ask the Indiang to take down the rebel flag as it would be rxther embarassing
for Mr Dela Ossa. Dr South replied"not a bud idea if you can get it.
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B Upon miving on . ahoro 1 vent o the comncil SChamber got the interpratsr
.and explained the best I could the agreement between the nations and likened

it to their sgreement between the islands and tribes, telling them that it

‘was for their good and they could tell the other tribes that it vas given

to an American, I promised that I would never let 'the Panamanians have it.
The chief talked it over and the head chief says ™you know best,

you can have i1t™ and it was hauled down sand given to me and it will be

pln.oed in the Tioga Point Huseum at Athens Pa, my home town in the name

‘of my-daughter Inza (Bobbie) , It is a flag with red top and bottom and

orange cemter with with a swastika cross in blye, The colors do not mean

- any thing, only their favorite colors tul the cross means good Luck,

Next I told the chief that I wanted three girls around fourteen

years ;ld, also his daughter e a be be. He lookdd at me and thought a bit
“then says "yes® turned and called for the girls of that age. .I picked three

out of perhaps fifty. The chiefs daughter came up to me and said something

the interpreter says "she is ready" theén I explained why I wanted them.

‘T wanted to take them face to face with the Chief Justice ot Panams

- and point out %o him the type of girls his negro police were raping snd - .
 insulting, Yhe ohief's daughier I thought that if she could tell them just
:hundredth part as much as she ‘told me it would be a plenty to vin their cause.

1 was just a little worried aboutthe girls going ms they are always

*'“lhy, bn'k we &1l gor in the ships boat the different chiels: and alao thc '
”tha ones from up the ‘coast that had t.rrivaﬁ and were ready, = '

Fhen we arrived at the ship I vent on board first with the chiefs
daughter vaiting at the top of the gangway until the mat af the women came
upthen said to the interpreter "tell the girls that this is the big chief - 4
of the big oa.yuca" pointing to ths Captain whe stood there at attention, his
hat was off and he acted pleased to see them, The same reception, the same

courtseythat the First lady of the land would hava received, hen the chiefs

were ‘introduced .and I Regan to think the:Captain had always known ihem by
his actions. He escorted us to the stern of the ship vwhers chairs had been P
placed for us, after introducing them o the Panamanians. I told the interpretsr
to stand up, and nodded to Dr South thsi we were rsady.

Dr, Souththen said. "Mr DeLaOsaa you can conduct your investigation"

e DeLaOssassked® do you know Mr Marsh!® 4he indians replied thai: they all
. knew him, - .Then thay all were asked ®.did you have anyihing to do with

writing the declaration of independance' ‘all replied "no™ "da you. know
anything about 1t"? all replied. "no?, ‘Mr DelaOssasays to Mr South™ I thought
8o, the indians do not know a thing sbout it, Mr Marsh started the whols
trouble.” Mr Southrsplied” Mr DelaQssa I- don’t think the 'indians understand

- your qncétions. "Well T cannot find out s thing nobody speaks Spanish, what

am I 0 do". I spoke up and said *Iwill get you some indians that Bpea.k

~ Spaniah.”  Going ashore I got three that could speak Xnglish and Spanish
they woro taken aboard ‘and he asked: the quastions all ovér again in Spanish,

- Mr DelaOssa turning to ¥r South says "ses, just the same,i mobody

knows athing about it, that showe: Nr Marsh'started {t". Mr Scuth got

soms what excited and 'iﬂl. ccnaidembla torce says" I still insist that
they don't understand your questions. He-turned to me and things lcoked blue

~ for Mr Marsh then I talksd with. ‘the indians and found out that the adticle in

question was written on the island; o;t Alligandi, fifiy miles to the windward.
Then I explained to Mr DeLaOssa that: they naturally would not know,

"Well they are all bandsd togother and they must know, they have the sam@
flag how can you sccount for thatl™ "Very welllr DeLaOssa their grievances .

are-identical, all against the same party 1ihey naturally would band together,

tut perhaps Mr Marsh cauld throw some light on this subject, he wrota it,"
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!r De Lanu uya" woll l!r lhrah, 1 don't know vhere he il hov can I get

" to him." “Just a minute Mr BeLaOsss,” - I went below got Mr Marsh', brought him
‘up and introduced him to Mr Delalssa rather a rav ‘introduction .coneidaring
. the Panamahiang wanted to hang him, but in froat of us was Old Glory flying in

the breeseand xt our backs were several Sin. rifles pointed at us, 80 he was
quite safe. ¥r DelaOasa says "Mr Marsh who wrots this articlet® Ir Marsh

vas very calm and answersd "to what article do you refert® Mr DelaOssa
answered™the deoclaration of independence™. Mr Marsh says “Idid", Mr DelaOssa
says "you are responsible for this uprising wers any of these indians present

at Alligandi when you wrote this articlet!™ Mr Marsh looked the indians over and
replied "No they had their delegate who is not present."™ Ur DelaOssathen
asked"how did you get their names"”. "They were given me by their delegate”

‘"don't you think you are guiliy of inciting the psople to rsbellion!™

Mr Mzrsh replied “no, the indians &ll meteither in person or by delegate
at Alligandi and asked him to write it, He had used his own way of expressing
their wighes, this trouble started ten years ago wvhen tho Panamnnians sent

‘their negro. police up hers to civilize thea.”

_ Mr DeLaOasa says "I cannot find out a thing thia happened dmm :
tho coast fifty miles how can I get there, Mr South says "right with this boat

" we will iake you anywhere you want to 8o sverything is at your disposal.®

Turning {0 the Captain howud'm get in there" 'the navigating officer
roplied that we could, “Mr Swtﬁ s to Mr DeLaOssa I want you to be satisfi

" with your investigation. Ve will do -11 we can 1o help you get st the bottom

of this trouble.Mr DelaOssa says it 1s fifiy miles down there and I got to
be 4n Colon in the morning, I won't have time but 1% is all right my mind
m mde up before I cameup here, My South says "s0 was mine ¥r DohOua.
_Then the Indian troubles were discussed the chief told him all -
about the things Governor Mojica had done to them, Mr DelaOssa says "wd.
Mr Mojica has been taken care of and he won't trouble you any more., The.
chief sat.down then I went and got his daughter Seabebs by the arm and placed
her before him, I asked him “kr DelaOssa what objection do ‘you have to this
ladies dress., Tsking off her head dress “what is wrong with the nose and ear-
ringa hal not she the same right to to wear ornaments as your wife or minel®
‘He says sure.” Look at her dress it is modest neat and respeciable
also adapted to their way of living and if they think it ia pretty you anc
I ought to be satisfied, He got a little bit excited and says we have no ob-
jection to their dress. "Yes but you did"™. Turning to the interpreter I told
him 10 tell her to tell her troubles to this man and she did better than I thoughi
she would., To think she is the first woman of their tribe that has been allowed
to plesd thelr cause and if womens righis are ever obtained in San Blas it will
be Se abbe that has set the ball rolling she did not use the fire in her voice

- that she used with me but she told how the negro police had torn the rings from

the nose and ears and had never given them a cent in return, How they had stoppec
them wearing their pretty little Noola or dress and compelled them to wear a dres:
that was long and in the way, would always get wet when getting in the cayuca

how it took so much time to put on and take off, told how the negre police

caught the little girls and took them uway. Then I called Mr Delalssa's
attention to the three litile girls sitiing in the chairs; He raised his hands
and says "I know all about it but I am a Judge not a Governor or President.

I came up here to invesiigate Mr Marsh. Next questicn was the goods that had
been taken from X1 Povenir the night the Indians raided it. I had told the

chief that it would be better 1o give it back, and he sald they would if I
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naid so, 'tako e'rary'thing back mcluding the. guna, but I told him to keop the
- gans for awhile. ' I told Mr DoLaOssa that the indians would roturn the stores in
.. 'good condition axscept ihe rifles and ammunition. He says “wikll why not the
" guns they were stolen.” T told him the indians did not refuse to give thenm
up bub that the pamamanians had no use for them and it wes myself not the
" indiang that would hold them. ifr DelaOssa did us good-by and left for Kl
Povenir, Dr South proposed showing the Indisns the bigoayuca and the Captain
_‘was thers with bells on. They wers shcwn over the big boat, the Captain had
' “the ¢rew work the big Funs weat down inm the kitchen bakery and lsundry
‘but they balked when it came to going into the engine rocm. Vhen we came -
" gp on deck again Dr, South bought them all cagarettesand chewing gum. It wvas
‘thedr first visit om a bkg boat and the stories they will. ‘have ta tell when

L altting on & log making their litile dresses.

- :¥e took them hack %6 their homes and I went aftor some. ot the turniture
: that ‘the Indians had,” Noxt morning we took six boats and weni after the balance
of it. Tthe indians had taken everything ihat was movable, a big victrola

beds bedding typewritersclothing all the rifles the police hrd and a

" hundred different ‘things that the pmmanim had in a store thay were running

_including three cases of whinly. .

" . This shows the honesty of the 3.ndians no matter what anyono says to

ths conirary. this is proof beyond a doubt, For instance here was candy

in glass hars not a piece disturbed no guard over it. The order was given by
the chiel 10 leave it alonse, Taks any child or childrenm sny where in the states
or elsewhere and let them play arocund an open candy jar ten days and ihe candy
would dissppear, Ancther test , here was the three cases of whisky plsce thes any
whers in the staies in any building church or school or home, would it last
. ten daya'no. Here was the cloihing, albums, plotures and other personal affecta
that belonged to Gov. Mojica not a thing damaged or destroyed. Then the cases :
of tobatco the top board had teen iorn off tut no tobasco taken out, and the
‘indlans had beenwithout tobacco for ten days well it would not happen to me

even if the ’oig chisl did give ihe order. After the goods wers wll loaded in the
boatas I tald the chief I expecied 1o zo to Colon but the big boat would stay.

He bid me good-bYy and I went to the windward {sland to see an indian family ihat
I had stsyod with\during zy previous visit, He was building & new house vhéa
I arrived. “He had seen mo at the meetings in the council chamber tut did
ot get a chance ta talk to me. .iils fumily gathered around smiling, the
' littla girl that he wanted ms to take & yezr ago had grown to bq quite a young
lady they had lavished gold ear and nose rings on hor and her dress was of

the brightest colors., Her mother stlll had the glass Jar that I gave her

and the little girl had the looking glass. Afier a short ¥isit we started for the
"boat 10 go on board when we ran across a man meking pottery, the {irast .

I had seen among the indisns, Upon inquiring about it I wes informed that he

wes {rom the mountains and not a native of the ialand. They were pots for fire;

- Upon arriving on board I reported that all the material was now

loaded and on its way to KlPovenir all in good shepe and that I had told the
officerin charge 1o got & rsceirt for it. I was told that the sea planss would
be thepe about 1P.Mp sand that I ¢ould go home in cne of them if I cared to

that there would be nc more meetings in San Blas tut there might be one on
Panama. I consented to goand after lunch we wers sitting on deck watching for
them they hove in sight right on time. Dr. Scuth and his Secretary Berger got -
in one and the Capiain of the plane was instructed to go to Panams.




g¥,. "me othar cre to colca uith m'-uarkhm :md. Clmcn. we got in the plxme' thay e
~ o placed me dn the sockpit o right da fromt, gave ms some cotton to.putiinmy: .

7 eargy instructed me 4o take off my hat'and’ ‘sunghksses snd to take outall . . .-

‘" loose things in my pocketa, this was to de my first ride in'a plane.; It wis '

one ‘of ‘the big bombing planes and: ca.rried six men. The big propellorn begsn
to turn then whirl then roar and we were off. The sea wus fough, we hit the
top .0f the waves for some time then into open space and so on up into the
air, we made for ¥l Povenir to lock: ths place over oncs more. ' ¥e circled

. that once then for home 10C0 feet up in the air. ¥e kapt right over the ahore
. 14neand the breakers wsre pounding below us pending up their vhite foam

tut. no noise, Just a white ribtbon below. us. The other plane was at our

. right they seemed to be setting out there in the air, I could feel tha
' plans bump like an automobile hitiing a mmall object in the stireet. -
" suppose it was the air pockots them' tha -plang wculd drop a few feet but right
~ back to'the same slevution. ‘The 'day was clear and I got a good view of the

coast.  Tho man in the rear vas vinlcss..us 10 the other plans also rece-

. iving messages.. Then ve got over the submarine tase at CocoSols he started
. down and here was whers I got the thrill) 'of my life, Starting from an e
.-elevation ol 1000 feet on an angle of u’ﬁwt QSdegraea 1 vondered if his

goar would held, if he vould make the Aip'all right. I thought.of a hundred.

o 7. things that could - g0 wrong all.in the space of 'a few ssconds, but just’ batom'j;j;—: :
.- he hit the water he made the: maesury ‘dip and we glided into the water , was
Iy holpcd -aghore i brought ‘46 my heme in Golon:in ome of the big navy busses.

One hour. five minutes about. oishty niles strajght 1ine, no aickmaaor

© dizziness but some time befors tueroar of the propellers left my ears.’

THis snds my second irip t¢ the San Blas imiians Two days After D;
Somth -went bask.thoy got the Pansmanians and the same indians together

L and. aigmd ‘the. tollowins ‘agroement, Dr.smh heing 2 wi.tneaa in othar vorﬁa
’ 'the mw chp‘t ’is a party to the tra‘ty. : Sl S et e
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