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Kathleen Tierney is a Professor of Sociology and Director of the Natural Hazards Research and 
Applications Information Center at the University of Colorado at Boulder. The Hazards Center is 
housed in the Institute of Behavioral Science, where Prof. Tierney holds a joint appointment. Dr. 
Tierney's research focuses on the social dimensions of hazards and disasters, including natural, 
technological, and human-induced extreme events. With collaborators Michael Lindell and Ronald 
Perry, she recently published Facing the Unexpected: Disaster Preparedness and Response in 
the United States (Joseph Henry Press, 2001). This influential compilation presents a wealth of 
information derived from theory and research on disasters over the past 25 years. Among Dr. 
Tierney's current and recent research projects are studies on the organizational response to the 
September 11, 2001 World Trade Center disaster, risk perception and risk communication, the 
use of new technologies in disaster management, and the impacts of disasters on businesses. 
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