
Alison Novak - The Capital of Silicon Valley Catches Up with Technology 

I propose to examine the potential of an American city, hugely transformed by the growth 
of the technology sector, to incorporate elements from the New Century Cities projects as 
a means to cementing its own identity, narrowing the digital divide, and producing face-
to-face jobs. 

The City of San Jose is aggressively pursuing a combination of strategies framed around 
the city as the creative cultural center of Silicon Valley. With over 100 start-up 
technology firms and several established companies, Downtown San Jose is an attractive 
locus for software companies that rely on creative destruction, venture capital, and high 
quality of life in attraction of employees. The soon-to-be tenth largest city in the nation, 
San Jose is one of few cities in which there is no racial or ethnic majority. Despite 
attracting a number of technology companies, and perhaps due in part to its high 
diversity, Downtown San Jose struggles to present a visible identity that marks it as a 
creative technology center. Even Adobe Systems, one of the only technology companies 
in the Bay Area to expand during the dot-com bust (broke ground and completed the third 
office tower for the 1 million square foot corporate headquarters) has been allowed 
minimal signage. Furthermore, as the City’s Office of Economic Development pursues 
recruitment of technology companies, the City’s Redevelopment Agency works to fill the 
city blocks left blank by 1970s urban renewal, primarily with retail and residential. The 
recruitment of retailers and retail developers, along with the severe housing shortage 
faced by the entire area, has erupted in a local battle for a living wage requirement to be 
imposed on future developers. 

I would like to suggest that San Jose is positioned to incorporate elements of the New 
Century Cities projects as a means to answering some of the city’s biggest questions: 
What is our identity? How can we continue to grow as a multicultural community and 
bridge the digital divide? What incentives can we offer to technology firms, educational 
institutions, and residential developers to assist us in fulfilling our goals of increasing 
population density, creating a more sustainable jobs-housing balance, enlivening the 
downtown, and creating more face-to-face jobs (i.e. high skill jobs that are more likely to 
pay well and not be easily replaced by off-shoring or computers)? 

My inquiry into the New Century Cities will concern the following main points, all 
directed at answering “San Jose’s questions” (note: I may need to focus on one or two of 
the below): 
- Are there cultural differences in the presentation of technology between the New 
Century Cities? Is there a project that would be more culturally relevant for San Jose? To 
what extent should San Jose’s cultural make-up be reflected in the implementation of 
certain design/technology elements? 
- How is the private sector involved in projects that were initiated by the public sector? 
What incentives have been offered for development? 
- What streetscape elements, particularly signage, façade and public spaces, would 
translate well to San Jose? (Keeping in mind that San Jose is contemplating a signage 
code change to allow companies a more pronounced branding opportunity on office 



towers, the historic preservation community is aggressive and sensitive to new 
construction, and there has been a concerted effort to revive the public spaces over the 
last several years. 
- Does the presentation of technology in the New Century Cities projects presuppose that 
workers and residents have a certain amount of technological capital? Could the 
environment provide a learning opportunity for a person without a personal computer or 
other such device? Do the New Century Cities projects increase or decrease the digital 
divide? 

Finally, I would like to envision ways in which a New Century City San Jose might 
provide useful information for the original projects and other cities looking to implement 
a similar program of development. In particular, I would like to compare the “in-fill” 
approach that would be required in San Jose, to the massive mixed-use projects plunked 
down in former industrial areas (as are most of the original New Century City projects). I 
would also like to compare the “edges” of the projects and how they affect access for low 
income residents and visitors. My end goal is to imagine how San Jose might provide 
direction for a “model” New Century City. 

[Note: I’m contemplating reducing and focusing my “New Century Cities” questions. 
Anyone who is pursuing a similar topic or question and would like to share resources 
please let me know.] 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


