
Foshan Planner Feedback: 

Comments of Deputy Planner:

There is a change from the first presentation. Your development of ideas is more realistic. 

You developed the four fields further. 


Shan Shui Foshan: Regarding the title – even though it’s good – there are no mountains 
in reality. I can see you gave preference to Sasaki’s plan with its green axis (vertical) and 
blue axis (horizontal) – this creates an ecological environment. During exploration, 
[unclear: us at MIT? Or the Foshan planners?] also discovered Foshan has a lot of 
cultural assets. So it is appropriate to frame your approach as “Ecological Foshan” or 
“Cultural Foshan.” 

You sufficiently addressed water relationship and the villages. Transportation 
connections and commercial streets need more consideration. There is a lot of 
commercial on the periphery of the site and in the villages – for example in the middle 
village: markets for furniture, fish, and plastic. So the overall development will need to 
take this into consideration. 

For the transport – major consideration given to the North-south connection but also need 
to consider the ring and how to connect as a network. 

So many good ideas – make sure these continue to be communicated to Sasaki.  
The other good ideas include: 

◊	 Consideration of the view corridors across the banks.  
◊	 Preservation the existing village – demolition of everything is not realistic 
◊	 Using cultural assets to elevate the city’s image. 

This is useful to our on-going work. Thanks! 


Glasses/Karaoke – Mr. Jo?:

The presentation is clear and precise – the focus on the humanity and people and 

sustainability – is closely aligned with the new national policy.  


Addressing the Transportation questions: 
1. Challenges in implementing and encouraging viable public transit: 

-	 The problem with public transit use is the habits of people (changing their 
behavior) even though the government encourages the use of public transit, in 
reality there are high usage of motorcycles -- personal use has already adapted 
motorcycles; part of this is due to the inclination of national policy for private 
transit, although in GZ, they discourage the use of the motorcycle in the core city 
by not allowing licenses for new motorcycles.  

2. What plans do you have to deal with the increasing number of cars? 
-	 As for the car industry, it is national policy to encourage the use and development 

of this industry, and to have one auto per household is a personal goal for many 
families. This is encouraged by the government policy. The approach is to deal 



with the problems -- like congestions -- when they come. One way to do this, for 
example, if you have to register for licenses, you’ll have to bid for it, that will cost 
a lot of money [my notes say a few thousand USD - Tell] …so they’ll limit the 
number of licenses 

3. What is the future of the bike in Foshan? 
-	 My personal opinion is that it should be encouraged (use) in conjunction with 

public transit, not to be replaced, but encouraged and developed… 

We would like to raise two questions for more information: 
-	 Regarding the preservation of the villages and the transportation modes, you have 

presented lots of opportunities and strategies, but how to actually do this and 
implement it … we’d like some more ideas. 

- You’ve raised the central theme of using the river as a central focus, and we think 
the idea of Foshan as a modern river city is a good focus.  What we’d like you to 
further develop is regarding the two sides, banks of the river, functions, character, 
identity and views are not yet fully explored… We hope you’ll seriously consider 
that and further develop it in our upcoming stage. It’s a major concern of the 
leaders and people of the city 

The questions the Foshan workshop have raised are the same ones that the officials have 
been thinking about. But the development of the new city is a long process; the first step 
is the bigger plan and the core (what the planners are looking at right now)…But the 
Foshan officials plan has stages/phases to facilitate implementation … as such, our plan 
should consider stages of development in all the topic areas discussed today.  

Our direction is correct, but now should develop more detailed (less conceptual) plans. 
Suggestion that we pick individual sites and give more detail on them. 

Recently the Chinese cities have many concerns about the spatial quality and the thematic 
color of the city, how that has cultural implication to the character and the image (sienna 
= red, Beijing = grey; Paris = beige (sandstone)…So what color is Foshan? They haven’t 
figured that out yet, but they are concerned about the harmony on the basic color of the 
city to give a harmonious atmosphere to the color of the city (aka the image of the city). 
A color would allow the city to be harmoniously presented; it is a conclusive statement 
from the government and a clear projection of the city’s image. For example, in Nanjing, 
they had a web discussion asking for public opinions on what is the color of the city. 

The four thematic foci are very useful for the future development and strategic 
development, especially the transport and water because my focus is urban infrastructure. 
On transport: the ideas are good for the different modes, but I would like to remind you 
that transport is system thinking, so we need to expand the frame to a more global area, 
including connection with Guangzhou and an even broader regional/more extensive 
area…but integration of different modes is interesting and useful to us. Please further 
consider the interface between the systems. It is an emerging concern for us. We want to 
know how successfully the different modes can interface with each other. We think that 
will determine the future success of the system. Therefore, we would like a further 



investigation of the relationships of modes and of how people switch from one mode to 
another. We want to know how this is done. Foshan officials have visited many cities, 
they have looked at Denmark and at Manchester UK. Officials think these are good 
examples that they’ve seen for traffic interchanging, successfully integrating modes of 
traffic with “zero distance” from one mode to the next. The success of that comes in 
terms of efficiency and saving energy. All of this has not been considered 
sufficiently/properly in China.  

Third comment – not sure how deeply to go into the issue – the blue axis is a focus – 
Foshan is the origin of Cantonese culture, the cradle of it. How this project and 
specifically the riverbank integrates with culture will be a big source of tourism, how it 
integrates in to the transportation network will be a big factor and officials are interested 
to know more about that. So MIT must look at the development of that culture along the 
river banks and integration with transportation from north and south. 

Shan Shui is a good title because it brings a whole romantic sense to the whole area. The 
4 topics are on target because those are the areas they are focusing on themselves.  

Particularly interested in water as an asset for Foshan. Suggests: 
- Look into water, preservation of villages, garden building, wetlands – all these are 

key to preserving the cultural heritage of the city 
- Hopes that when we proceed further, we can integrate our ideas with theirs to 

create implementable plans in the long run 

Normal mode of thinking in China is to deal with problems as they emerge. Our way of 
dealing is to anticipate the problems and deal with them in advance (not clear if he means 
ours by MIT or ours by Foshan). 

Considers our work invaluable to their planning process, especially in the long run 
- Water transport is very important in Foshan historically – so as a link to cultural 

preservation and transport, it is critical 
- For new towns, the idea of promoting water transport will help to preserve the 

cultural heritage of Foshan 
- Hopes for a scheme with three features: that attracts tourists, convenience for 

user, and economically feasible 
- Currently land use is not totally fixed for the city, so to minimizes traffic between 

the 2 banks and create an efficient network remains an open question, and he 
would appreciate if we thought more about how to do this 

- In talking about village preservation, didn’t talk about land value at all – issue is 
whether we should anticipate the increase in land value in connection to the 
preservation of villages in our scheme… 

- What we’ve omitted: haven’t thought about the nightlife activities on the river 
bank – how can we decorate/light up the riverbanks as a way to attract tourists 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


