PERSPECTIVES V

THE POLITICS OF PRETTY PICTURES

YOu MIGHT SAY THAT SUBHANKAR BANERJEE (RIGHT)} HAS
PURSUED A HNOM-TRADITIOMAL CAREER PATH. WITH
DEGREES IMN ELECTRICAL ENGIMEERIMG FROM HIS MATIVE
IMDIA AND BOTH PHYSICS AND COMPUTER SCIENCE HERE IM
THE UMNMITED STATES. BAMERJEE LEFT A FAST-TRACK JOB AT
BOEIMNG A FEW YEARS AGDO TO BECOME A FREELAMCE
HATURE PHOTOGRAPHER. WITHOWT MUCH OF A PORTFOLIG,

HE DECIDED TO POUR HIS LIFE SAVINGS INTO A DAUNTING
FROJECT: TO DOCUMENT THE REMARKABLE BIODIYERSITY OF
THE ARCTIC MATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGSE THROUGH
PHOTOGRAFHS.

THE GAMBLE PAID OFF. BAMNERJEE SHOWED HIS PHOTOGRAPHS
T EDITORS AT THE MOUNTAIMNEERS BOOKS, EXPLAINING THAT
HE'D: LIKE T2 SEE THEM FPUWBLISH A VOLUME OM THE REFUGE
THAT FEATURED HIS REMARKABLE IMAGES. AMNMD HE HAD
ALREADY CONMVINCED AN IMPRESSIVE ARRAY OF ESSAYISTS.
INCLUDIMG THE LIKES OF PETER MATTHIESSEM AND PRESIDENT
JIMMY CARTER, TO COMTRIBEUTE TO THE VOLUME. ARCTIC
MATIOMAL WILDLIFE REFUGE! SEASONMS OF LIFE AMD LANMD
WAS FUBLISHED THIS YEAR TO MUCH FANMFARE FROM
EHNVIRONMENTAL ADVOCACY GROUPS, AMND A SPECIAL EXHIBIT
oF BAMERJEE'S FHOTOGRAFHS WAS PLAMNMED FOR MO LESS OF
AM AUGUST VEMUE THAM THE ROTUNDA OF THE SMITHSOMIAN
MATIOMAL MUSEUM OF MATURAL HISTORY.

THIMGS BEGAM TO FALL AFART IN MARCH, HOWEVER, AFTER SEMATOR
BEARBARA BoXER (D-CALIFORBMIA) INYVOKED BEAMERJEE'S
PHOTOGRAPHS TO ARGUE AGAIMST PEMDING LEGISLATION IM THE LWL.5.
SEMATE To OPEM AMWR TO OIL EXPLORATION. SUDDEMLY, THE
SMITHSOMNIANM DECIDED TO ALTER THE CAPTIOMS OF THE PICTURES IN
THE EXPOSITION ANMND MOVE THE EXPOSITION TO A LESS PROMINEMNT
PLACE IN THE BASEMEMT QF THE MUSEUM. THE MOVE PRECIFITATED A
HEATED SENATE INQUIRY INTO THE DECISION (RIGHT ).

THE READIMGS FOR PERSFECTIVE V PROVIDE A CONTEXT FOR A DISCUSSIONM OF THE SPECIFIC CASE
OF BAMERJEE!'S SMITHSOMIAM EXHIEIT, BUT ALSO FOOD FOR THOUGHT ABOUT THE IMPORTAMNCE OF
PUBLIC OPINION REGARDING YOUR RECOMMENDATIONS FOR OR AGAIMST AMWR DEVELOPMEMT.
SUBHAMKAR BAMERJIEE WILL BE OUR SPECIAL GUEST FOR THE CLASS MEETIMG, SO BE PREPARED

WITH QUESTIONS aas



