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Overview

1. Readings

Cramer, “The Politics of Resentment”  

Dawson, “Behind the Mule”

White and Laird, “Steadfast Democrats” 

Tesler, “Post-Racial or Most Racial?”
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Readings
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Black Partisanship

White, Ismail K., and Chryl N. Laird. In Steadfast Democrats: How Social Forces Shape Black Political Behavior. Princeton University Press, 2021. © Princeton University 
Press. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 4 

https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use


Black Income Distribution

White, Ismail K., and Chryl N. Laird. In Steadfast Democrats: How Social Forces Shape Black Political Behavior. Princeton University Press, 2021. © Princeton 
University Press. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 

5

https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use


Black Conservatism

White, Ismail K., and Chryl N. Laird. In Steadfast Democrats: How Social Forces Shape Black Political Behavior. Princeton University Press, 2021. © Princeton University 
Press. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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Black Partisanship by Issue

White, Ismail K., and Chryl N. Laird. In Steadfast Democrats: How Social Forces Shape Black Political Behavior. Princeton University Press, 2021. © Princeton 
University Press. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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Dawson, “Behind the Mule”

Question: Why the relative homogeneity in black partisanship
despite growing heterogeneity in economic circumstances?

• Race:

• Residential segregation → schooling, property values → racial
wealth gap

• Class:

• Increasing economic diversity among black Americans (more
people in poverty/unemployed, and a bigger middle class)

• As diversity continues to grow, should get divergent interests

Dawson, Michael C. In Behind the Mule: Race and Class in African-American Politics. Princeton University Press, 1995. © Princeton University Press. 
All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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Dawson, “Behind the Mule”

Linked Fate: The degree to which African Americans believe their
own interests are linked to those of their racial group

• Informational shortcut

• But, needs to ultimately serve best interests

Measuring linked fate:

• Survey question: “Do you think that what happens generally to
the black people in this country will have something to do with
what happens in your life?”

• Low linked fate → class drives vote choice; high linked fate →
race drives vote choice

Dawson, Michael C. In Behind the Mule: Race and Class in African-American Politics. Princeton University Press, 1995. © Princeton University Press. 
All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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What do we learn from survey research on linked fate?

Mutually reinforcing beliefs that blacks are in an economically
subordinate position and in linked fate

No class-based differences in beliefs in economic subordination

Higher education → belief in black economic subordination → belief
in linked fate

• Thus, opposite of prediction that ties to black community
weaken as one gets wealthier

Other findings:

• Urban residency and exposure to mainstream media weaken
belief in linked fate

• Regular churchgoing slightly strengthens belief in linked fate

Dawson, Michael C. In Behind the Mule: Race and Class in African-American Politics. Princeton University Press, 1995. © Princeton University Press. All 
rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 10
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White and Laird, “Steadfast Democrats”

Solidarity politics: a group has the greatest political power when it
acts in unison

Collective action problem has to be overcome:

• Racialized social constraint

• Enforced through black social networks and institutions:
churches, high schools and colleges, communities

White, Ismail K., and Chryl N. Laird. In Steadfast Democrats: How Social Forces Shape Black Political Behavior. Princeton University Press, 2021. © Princeton 
University Press. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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Evidence 1: Interviewer Effects

White, Ismail K., and Chryl N. Laird. In Steadfast Democrats: How Social Forces Shape Black Political Behavior. Princeton University Press, 2021. © Princeton 
University Press. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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Evidence 2: Experiment

White, Ismail K., and Chryl N. Laird. In Steadfast Democrats: How Social Forces Shape Black Political Behavior. Princeton University Press, 2021. © Princeton 
University Press. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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Tesler, “Post-Racial or Most Racial?”

Deepening racialization of politics under Obama:

• 50% racial gap in presidential approval for Obama: 92% of black
respondents and 40% of whites

• Contrast to Clinton (high approval among black respondents, but
would move in concert with white respondents—and smaller
gap)

• Departure of white people into Republican party

• Immigration → sorting of Hispanics

• Asian Americans: strong Democratic allegiance despite
economic motives

Increasing identification of Republican partisanship with whiteness.
Tesler, Michael. In Post-Racial or Most Racial?: Race and Politics in the Obama Era. University of Chicago Press, 2016. © University of Chicago Press. All rights 
reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 14
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