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The mythical IR lineage: 

Credits for these images can be found on page 13. 

Thucydides (History of the Peloponnesian War ∼400BC) 

E.H. Carr (The Twenty Years’ Crisis 1939) 

Hans Morganthau (Politics Among Nations, 1948) 

Kenneth Waltz (Theory of International Politics 1979) 

Robert Keohane (After Hegemony 1984) 

Alexander Wendt (Social Theory of International Politics 1999) 
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The mythical IR lineage: 

Credits for these images can be found on page 13. 

Thucydides (Realism) 

E.H. Carr (Realism) 

Hans Morganthau (Realism) 

Kenneth Waltz (Realism) 

Robert Keohane (Liberalism) 

Alexander Wendt (Constructivism) 3
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The mythical IR lineage: 

Credits for these images can be found on page 14. 

Thucydides (Realism) 

E.H. Carr (Realism) 

Hans Morganthau (Realism) 

Kenneth Waltz (Realism) 

Robert Keohane (Liberalism) Beth Simmons me you 

Alexander Wendt (Constructivism) 4
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Why does this get reproduced? 

Scholars want a lineage connection to a noble, ancient tradition. 

Scholars wanted to differentiate themselves from other disciplines. 

We aren’t taught any better. 

We reproduce syllabi for the IR classes that we were taught. 
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Vitalis, page 5: 

Vitalis, Robert. White World Order, Black Power Politics: The Birth of American International Relations. Cornell University Press, 2015. © Cornell University 
Press. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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https://mitocw.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/4414756000539-What-is-the-Code-of-Best-Practices-in-Fair-Use-for-OpenCourseWare-
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What is being forgotten? 
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Vitalis, page 1: 

Vitalis, Robert. White World Order, Black Power Politics: The Birth of American International Relations. Cornell University Press, 2015. © Cornell University 
Press. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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Vitalis, page 1: 

Vitalis, Robert. White World Order, Black Power Politics: The Birth of American International Relations. Cornell University Press, 2015. © Cornell University 
Press. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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Two myths: 

The US was never (much) of an imperial power. 

That the discipline of IR was never really focused on imperialism 

This is false: 

White scholars prior to WWII were very concerned about “race relations.” 

Foreign Affairs was originally the Journal of Race Development (1911-1919) 

Black scholars were concerned with imperialism and racism 

Tate and Hull reading is an example: US empire and nuclear testing 
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Credits for these images can be found on page 15. 

W.E.B Du Bois - PhD Harvard 1895, Pan-Africanism and anti-colonialism, 
cofounder of NAACP 

Alain Locke - PhD Harvard 1918, Rhodes Scholar, challenged ‘race 
development theory’ 

Ralph Bunche - PhD Harvard 1934, APSA president, onetime radical Marxist, 
Nobel Prize (UN mediation work in Palestine) 

Rayford Logan - PhD Harvard 1936, Pan-Africanist, work on US occupation of 
Haiti 

Merze Tate - PhD Radcliffe 1941, first black woman IR PhD, The 
Disarmament Illusion 

The HowTThThe 
Howqard School: 
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The Howard School:
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Merze Tate 

Tate, Merze, and Doris M. Hull. (1964). “Effects of nuclear explosions on Pacific islanders.” Pacific Historical Review 33.4: 379–393. © University of California 
Press on behalf of the Pacific Coast Branch, and the American Historical Association. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons 
license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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https://mitocw.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/4414756000539-What-is-the-Code-of-Best-Practices-in-Fair-Use-for-OpenCourseWare-
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Credits for images on pages 2 and 3 
Thucydides 
Image courtesy of Captmondo. Source: Wikimedia Commons. This image is in the public domain. 

E.H. Carr 
© IR Theorists and Thinkers at Australian National University. All rights reserved. This content is excluded 
from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 

Hans Morganthau 
© Ralph Morse. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more 
information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 

Kenneth Waltz 
© Annual Reviews. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For 
more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 

Robert Keohane 
Image courtesy of Chatham House. Source: Wikimedia Commons. License CC BY. 

Alexander Wendt 
© The Ohio State University. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons 
license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Thucydides-bust-cutout_ROM.jpg
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Credits for images on page 4 

Thucydides 
Image courtesy of Captmondo. Source: Wikimedia Commons. This image is in the public domain. 

E.H. Carr 
© IR Theorists and Thinkers at Australian National University. All rights reserved. This content is excluded 
from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 

Hans Morganthau 
© Ralph Morse. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more 
information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 

Kenneth Waltz 
© Annual Reviews. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For 
more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 

Robert Keohane 
Image courtesy of Chatham House. Source: Wikimedia Commons. License CC BY. 

Alexander Wendt 
© The Ohio State University. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons 
license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 

Beth Simmons 
Image courtesy of Miller Center of Public Affairs. Source: Wikimedia Commons. License CC BY. 

14
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Robert_O._Keohane_at_Chatham_House_2015.jpg
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Credits for images on page 11 

W.E.B Du Bois 
This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons. 

Alain Locke 
This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons. 

Ralph Bunche 
Image courtesy of the Carl Van Vechten Photographs collection at the Library of Congress. This image is in 
the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons. 

Rayford Logan 
This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons. 

Merze Tate 
© The Merze Tate Collection of Western Michigan University. All rights reserved. This content is excluded 
from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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