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MORE CAUSES OF WAR AND PEACE

Cul ture, Gender, Personality D sorder, Denocracy, Social equality
and social justice, Mnority rights and human rights, Partition,
Prosperity, Econom c interdependence, Revol ution, Comuni sm
Capitalism Inperial decline and collapse, Cultural | earning,

Nat i onal i sm Enotional factors (revenge, backlash from contenpt,
honor, al pha-mal e status conpetition), Catastrophic clinate
change, Polarity of the international system Causes of civil
war .

PROLOGUE: CRI TERI A FOR JUDGE NG THE UTILITY OF THEORI ES OF WAR

Consider the following criteria for judging the utility of

t heories of war:

A. Validity & potency. Does the independent variable affect the
l'i kelihood of war? |If so, how nmuch? Invalid theories are
not useful.

B. Satisfaction. |Is the theory satisfying? O does it |eave us
curious? "The candidate | ost because she didn't get enough
votes" is a valid explanation for an election outconme but is
not satisfying. W want to know. why didn't she get enough
vot es?

C. Explanatory power. What is the range and inportance of the
phenonena expl ai ned by the theory? For exanple, "petro-
states run by revol utionaries cause war" (narrow application)
vs. "insecurity causes war" (broad application).

D. Prescriptive utility. Does the theory give rise to policy
prescriptions--that is, to feasible ways to prevent war?

1. |Is the cause of war identified by the theory manipul abl e?

2. Even if the cause is not mani pul abl e, does awareness of
t he danger framed by the theory hel p us devise
counterneasures to mtigate or abate its effects?

3. Is the cause of war identified by the theory common or
scarce in the real world? If it is scarce it nay cause
little war even if it is a potent cause of war when it is
present. Hence it may not be worth our time to think
about .

4. Are the conditions for the operation of the theory known?
Are these conditions coomon? To use a theory as a basis
for policy, policymakers need to know when/ under what
conditions the theory operates. Oherw se they could
m s-apply the theory to situations where it does not
wor k. For exanple, they m ght foster denocracy under
condi ti ons when denocracy causes war (as it rarely does)

i nstead of peace (as it usually does).

.  CULTURAL CAUSES OF WAR
"Sone national cultures incline toward war. For exanpl e,
harsh German child-rearing practices nmakes Germans belligerent."”

See, e.g., Leopold Bellak's op-ed about Germans in the course
r eadi ng.

s this explanation satisfying? Wat causes culture?

Is this cause of war nani pul abl e?



1. GENDER AND WAR
A, "Men cause war. War would dimnish with the greater
enpower ment of wonen." See the assigned course readi ng on
this subject by Joshua Gol dstein.

Is this explanation valid? What evidence would test it?

Are observed correl ati ons between gender and attitudes
on war causal or spurious? For exanple, mght wonen be
nor e dovi sh because they depend nore on gover nnment
services? O play a large role in raising children?

Does the greater dovi shness of wonen nean states woul d
better avoid war if wonmen were nore powerful? O mght
states then appease their way into war?

Is this cause of war mani pul abl e?

B. "Pol ygany causes intense conpetition anong nen for wealth
causing conflict and war."

[11. PERSONALI TY DI SORDER CAUSES WAR

Personal ity di sorders include narcissism negal omani a,
par anoi a, antisocial pathol ogy, and sadism Sone argue that
rulers with these disorders govern badly. For exanple,
narci ssists have little enpathy for others, and thus rule
heartl essly; and are enraged at chall enge, and thus punish
truthful staff who bring them bad news. Hence they live in a
wor | d of del usi ons.

Sonme claimthat these disorders are over-represented anong
governing elites in many states. G ant pul sating egos ("GPEs")
run the world and make a ness of it! Exanples include Htler,
Stalin, Mao Zedong, Napol eon, Saddam Hussein, Osama Bi n Laden,
Muammar Qadafy, Foday Sankoh, and Juan Peron.

Studies of this hypothesis are few-nore are needed.

What prescriptions follow, if any? W need to know what
conditions allow cause the rise of disordered people to power.
VWhat are they?

| nportant witers on this idea: Rose McDernott, Jerrold Post.

| V. CLI MATE CHANGE W LL CAUSE WAR / ENVI RONMENTAL DESTRUCTI ON
W LL CAUSE WAR

"Climtol ogists worry that human-caused gl obal warm ng coul d
cause sea levels to rise, flooding vast coastal regions across
the world; and could change rainfall patterns, turning verdant
| ands to deserts and vice-versa. This calamty will displace
hundreds of mllions of people. These vast refugee flows wll
directly cause conflict as refugees clash with established
popul ations. The refugees may al so devel op a Luddite ideol ogy--
"Western civilization has destroyed our |ives, so we now should
destroy Western civilization before it does nore harm --that wll
fuel anti-Western terror and other violence. Marry this trend
with proliferating weapons of mass destruction and you could have
trouble. dobal warmng will also open new conflicts between
states, who will quarrel over new y-valuable mneral rights in
the nowice-free arctic. What fun!"

> Rel ated: "Environmental destruction of all kinds wll

cause war. Human civilization is now colliding with the natura
world on which civilization depends. As humans destroy this
environment they will struggle nore fiercely to control ever-
scarcer resources, including water and arable land.” (Sone warn
that human folly will cause the Nile river to dry up, |eaving
many mllions of Egyptians wi thout water. They m ght be upset!
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A cheery scenario.)
FOUR | DEAS ABOUT EFFECTS OF SOCI AL/ ECONOM C CONDI TI ONS . ..

V. DEMOCRACY CAUSES PEACE: THREE ARGUVMENTS
Vari ant #1:

"Denocratic states very rarely fight one another. This is
because (a) publics are nore anti-war than elites, naking states
rul ed by the public nore peaceful; and/or because (b) denocratic
publics are infused with denocratic values that clash with the
noti on of conquering and ruling others against their will." An
argunent by I manuel Kant, Wodrow WI son, and M chael Doyl e.

Is this hypothesis valid? Wat evidence would test it?
(Strong evidence supports it.)

Is this cause of war/peace mani pul abl e? Can denocracy be
conjured up and sustained in non-denocratic societies?

Does denocrati zation pronote peace in nmultiethnic
authoritarian states? Cvil conflict in Sri Lanka and Kenya

warns that denocratization can cause war in such settings. Iraq,
Af ghani stan, and Iran have worri sonme denography fromthis
Vi ewpoi nt ..

Does denocratization cause war while states are still
denocrati zing? Sonme (Jack Snyder and Ed Mansfield) argue that
denocrati zing states are prone to hyper-nationalismand hence are
bel I'i cose.
Vari ant #2:

"Denocraci es have free debate. This weeds out bad ideas (says
John Stuart MIIl), hence better ideas govern policy, hence
denocr aci es wage fewer foolish wars, and so wage fewer wars

overall." In fact, though, denocracies don't wage fewer wars
than dictatorships (as this hypothesis predicts).
Vari ant #3:

"Denocracies are less stratified than other societies (see
Hypo #5, below), and their governnents draw | egitimacy from being
el ected. Hence elites in denocracies feel |less need to purvey
self-glorifying and sel f-white-washing nmyths in order to
legitimate thensel ves. Hence war-causing nyths are |ess
pervasive. "

VI. PROSPERI TY CAUSES PEACE

"Prosperity gives people nore to lose in war, so they avoid
war nore carefully. And wealthy societies are | ess desperate for
econonm ¢ gai n than poor societies, and so wage fewer wars of
pl under. Al so, prosperity pronotes denocracy, which
i ndependently pronotes peace.”

Prosperity may cause peace by pronoting denocracy, which in
turn causes nore equality and therefore |l ess nationalism

But history does not reveal a clear correlation between
prosperity and peace. Today wealthy gl obal regions are far nore
peaceful than poor regions. But during 1914-1945 the world's
ri chest states unl eashed i nmense viol ence on one anot her,
wr eaki ng vast ruin.

Al so, prosperity is hard to foster from outside.

VI1. ECONOM C | NTERDEPENDENCE CAUSES PEACE- - OR WAR?

"Econom c i nterdependence between states rai ses the cost of
cutting economc ties between states. This danpens the risk of
war by raising its costs. Interdependence also fosters
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conmuni cation that danpens conflict.” An argunent by | manuel
Kant anong others. The opposite may al so occur. States that
depend on inported food, oil or other materials may fear being
strangl ed by enbargo or bl ockade and so wage aggressive wars to
gain control over these resources. Such fears fueled German and
Japanese aggression in Wrld War 11

Recently China has sought to integrate its econony with
Tai wan's econony to draw the two societies together, with sone
success.

VIT1. SOCIAL EQUALITY, SOCI AL JUSTI CE CAUSE PEACE

"Social inequity causes war by creating social conflict that
elites defuse by pursuing conflict wwth other states. Soci al
inequity also spurs elites to sow war-causing nationalist nyths
in order to defuse demands from bel ow. "

Is this cause of war mani pul able? Not easily!

IX. MNORITY RIGHTS, OTHER HUVAN RI GHTS CAUSE PEACE
"Mnorities that are treated fairly are less likely to pursue
secession by force. This danpens the risk of civil war."

The 1969-1998 Catholic rebellion in Northern Ireland ("The
Troubl es”) and the 1983-2009 Tam | rebellion in Sri Lanka were
provoked by the oppression of the Catholic and Tam | mnorities.
Accordingly, the European Union and U.S. governnent pronoted
mnority rights in Eastern Europe after 1991 to prevent/abate
civil war. Likew se Kofi Anan and the George W Bush
adm ni stration ended the 2007-8 civil war in Kenya by brokering a
new power-sharing political systemthat enpowers minorities nore
than the previous w nner-take-all system Many argue that civil
peace persists in Switzerland and Bel gi um because their political
systens enpower mnorities.

But minority rights are often hard to nurture. How could the
US dothis in Syria and Iraq today? This is nuch debat ed.
Al so, sonme warn that systens that recognize mnority rights
increase ethnic conflict by reinforcing ethnic identities. And
some warn that outside powers can trigger secessioni sm anong
mnorities by insisting that governments recognize their rights--
once they get these rights the mnorities will use force to gain
full independence.

X.  PARTITION OF DI VI DED SOCI ETI ES CAUSES PEACE

"Sonmetinmes a divorce is the best answer to internal conflict.
Di vided societies should be partitioned into separate states, as
groups in conflict wll fight | ess as separate states than as
citizens of the same state.” For exanple, in 1919 Wodrow W1 son
proposed sel f-determ nation for the nationalities of Europe as a
means to bring greater peace to Europe. Past partitions include:
I ndi a/ Paki stan 1947, Ireland 1922, Pal estine 1947, Yugosl avia
1995, and all European colonial enpires in the 1950s and 1960s.

Xl. MASS REVOLUTI ON CAUSES WAR

"Regi nes that seize power by mass revolution are nore warlike
because: (1) They are infused with nyths of their own enornous
goodness, |leading to a nmessianic expansionism (2) They
exaggerate the ease of overthrow ng reginmes, since their own
experience of revolutionary success makes overthrows seem easi er
than they are. This leads themto recklessly attenpt to
overt hrow nei ghboring regi nes, and also to an unreasonabl e fear



of being overthrown by counterrevolution--leading to foreign
canpai gns agai nst counterrevolutionary regines. (3) They
m spercei ve the worl d because revol utionary regimes tolerate no
di ssent, hence they do not correct their own errors by self-
eval uation. (4) They produce em grés who seek to manipul ate
their new honel ands into attacking their old honmeland.” An
argunent made by Stephen Walt in a book and an article on the
subject. (5) They select sociopathic | eaders with personality
di sorders, e.g., Stalin, Mo.

This theory seens wel |l -supported by evidence. See for
exanple, the wars gotten into by revolutionary France during
1792- 1815, by revolutionary Russia during 1920-21 and then during
the Cold War (1947-89), by revolutionary Canbodia in 1979, and by
revolutionary Iran with Iraq in 1980-1988 and its cold war with
the U S 1979-present. But the world's mass revol uti ons seem
| argely behind us; and mass revolution is hard to influence.

A variant of this theory: "Petro-states run by
revol utionaries--e.g., post-1979 Iran, Saddams Iraq, Qadafy's
Li bya, are aggressive, warlike" (Jeff Col gan).

Xll. COVWUN SM CAUSES WAR

"Communi st reginmes are infused with a revolutionary nmessiani sm
that |l eads theminto foreign wars."

This is basically a variant of the previous proposition, "Mass
Revol ution."

Xi11. CAPI TALI SM CAUSES WAR--an idea in two variants

1. "Capitalist states nust conquer the markets that their
econom es require to avoid recessions and depressions. This
| eads to wars over colonies and wars agai nst colonies.” A

favorite Marxi st argunent.

Thi s hypotheses fits sonme wars during 1890-1918, especially
t he Spani sh- Anerican and US-Filipino wars, but not nore recent
wars. And it points to a cause that is not manipul abl e.

2. "Capitalist states spawn multinational corporations that
mani pul ate their home states to intervene in states where they do
busi ness. "

This hypothesis fits the U S. intervention in Guatenmala in
1954 and perhaps British and U S. covert action against lran in
1953. But mgjor wars don't illustrate, despite the charge that
"oil conpani es pushed the U S. to war in Irag 2003."

XI'V. | MPERI AL DECLI NE AND COLLAPSE CAUSE WAR

"The col |l apse of enpires | eaves the zone of inperial
retraction without settled borders and | eaves nearby powers
unsure of their rights and responsibilities in this zone.
Conflict results.”

Hi storical evidence supports this hypothesis. Sone current

conflicts may also illustrate, e.g., the ongoi ng Russi a- Ukrai ne-
U S. conflict, and Turkish-Kurdish conflict in Syria. But
inperial collapse is nowrare. |It's a war-cause that is largely

defunct--those enpires prone to col |l apse have al ready col | apsed.
And it is very hard to manipul ate
A rel ated hypothesis ...:

XV. UNSETTLED DI SPUTES CAUSE WAR

"Conflicts of interest that are unsettled can becone
politicized and then becone causes of war. States should nove to
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agree on terns for settling all possible conflicts interest
before they becone politicized."” Settlenents on alnost any terns
are often better than no settlenent.

XVI. CULTURAL LEARNI NG CAUSES PEACE / HUMAN ETHI CAL PROGRESS
CAUSES PEACE

"War was delegitimted as a human practice by the slaughter of
the World Wars, just as slavery and duelling were earlier
delegitimted.” An hypothesis from John Mieller.

Is this hypothesis valid? Wat about World War 11, Korea,
Vietnam and the Irag wars of 1991 and 2003-present? The civil
wars in Angol a and Sudan? The great Central African war of 1996-
present? The growing |Islam Western collision?

Per haps war is not now being delegitinmated as a human
practice, but could it be? Wat if peace religions (Mennonites,
Bahai ' s, Buddhi st peace sects) expanded in size? Sone believe
this is the answer to war. Surely human et hics have advanced
since the Romans entertained thensel ves at the Coliseum by
wat chi ng peopl e die and the Aztecs and Philistines practiced
human sacrifice. Can they advance further?

XVI'[. NATI ONALI SM CAUSES WAR

"The rise of nationalism-the doctrine that people owe their
prinme loyalty to their ethno-cultural group and that this group
deserves a state--is a prinme cause of conflict. Replace
nationalismw th a pan-human identity and we abolish a prine
cause of intergroup conflict."

Nationalismis indeed new (post 18th century) and sets up
great conflicts between ethno-national groups. But how can
nati onal identities be abolished?

A nore practical idea: accept national identities as
i nevi tabl e but make them nore benign by inducing national groups
t o abandon nationalist mnmythmaki ng and comoni ze their histories--
as discussed | ast week.

XVI 1. EMOTI ONS CAUSE WAR OR PEACE

"Enotions |like desire for honor, desire for vengeance, pride,
backl ash agai nst di splays of contenpt, and jealously at a status
reversal can trigger war. Apology and di splays of contrition can
bol ster peace.”

| X.  BIPOLARI TY CAUSES PEACE

"A bipolar international order is nore peaceful and a
mul ti pol ar order, because false optimsmis less likely. States
can't have illusions about how many allies will join their side
in the next war because there are no mgj or nonaligned states in
the system"” An idea from Kenneth Waltz.

Is this hypothesis valid? Does it point to a manipul abl e
cause?
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