
Précis Assignment 

A précis is short and concise summary of a scholarly book, approximately 600 words in length.  A 
précis should capture the essence of a longer argument, summarizing the argument, theory and 
data presented by the work’s author.  A précis is not a book review or a critique. 

Précis I Book List 

•	 Michael Barnhardt, Japan Prepares for Total War: The Search for Economic Security 
1919-1941, (Cornell UP, 1987) 

•	 Leszek Buszynski, SEATO: The Failure of an Alliance Strategy (Singapore: Singapore UP, 
1983) 

•	 Chen Jian, Road to the Korean War (New York: Columbia UP, 1994) 

•	 Leslie H. Gelb with Richard K. Betts, The Irony Of Vietnam: The System Worked

(Washington : Brookings Institution, 1979)


•	 Melvin Gurtov and Byong-Moo Hwang, China Under Threat: the Politics of Strategy and 
Diplomacy (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins UP, 1980) 

•	 George McT. Kahin, Intervention: How America Became Involved in Vietnam (New York: 
Alfred A. Knopf, 1986) 

•	 Yuen Foong Khong, Analogies At War: Korea, Munich, Dien Bien Phu and the Vietnam 
Decisions of 1965 (Princeton: Princeton UP, 1992) 

•	 Andrew F. Krepinevich, The Army and Vietnam (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins UP 1986) 

•	 Stephen Morris, Why Vietnam Invaded Cambodia : Political Culture And The Causes Of 
War (Stanford: Stanford UP 1999) 

•	 Andrew Rotter, Path to Vietnam: Origins Of The American Commitment To Southeast 
Asia (Ithaca: Cornell UP, 1987) 

•	 Robert S. Ross, The Indochina Tangle: China's Vietnam Policy, 1975-79 (New York: 
Columbia UP, 1988). 

•	 Michael M. Sheng, Battling Western Imperialism: Mao, Stalin, And The United States 
(Princeton: Princeton UP, 1997) 

•	 William Whitney Stueck, Jr. The Road to Confrontation: American Policy Toward China 
and Korea, 1947-50 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1981) 

•	 Allen Whiting, China Crosses the Yalu (New York: Macmillan, 1960) 

•	 Richard Wich, Sino-Soviet Crisis Politics: A Study Of Political Change And

Communication (Cambridge: Harvard UP, 1980)


•	 Donald Zagoria, The Sino-Soviet Conflict: 1956-1961 (Princeton: Princeton UP, 1962) 

•	 Zhai Qiang, China And The Vietnam Wars: 1950-1975 (Chapel Hill: University of North 
Carolina Press, 2000) 

•	 Zhang Shuguang, Deterrence and Strategic Culture: Chinese-American confrontations, 
1949-1958 (Ithaca: Cornell UP, 1992) 

•	 Zhang Shuguang, Economic Cold War: America's Embargo Against China And The 
Sino-Soviet Alliance, 1949-1963, (Stanford: Stanford UP, 2001) 
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