
17.523: Ethnicity and Race in World Politics-Fall 2005 
Prof. M. Nobles 

Lecture 8: A Framework for Analysis of Ethnopolitical Mobilization 

•	 Essay topics out today 
•	 Read thru preamble of Iraq constitution that will be voted on Oct. 15th 

o	 Sunnis, Shiites, and Kurds voted on a legislative council that drafted the 
constitution. 

o	 Sunnis are boycotting the constitution despite participating in the drafting. 
o	 Sunnis claim that their demands weren’t taken seriously. 
o	 Constitution states that Islam is official religion 
o	 No law may be passed that contradicts the religion 
o	 Student: legislation according to Islam could be a concern 
o	 Iraqis are equal under the law without discrimination against race, color, 

etc. 
o	 Student: how are they going to set up powers?  Will it be like Iran?  Not 

sure if there will be a fourth branch of government. 
o	 Student: Women don’t have rights in Arab culture.  It’s going to take a 

while to make changes to society while staying in the confines of the 
interpretation of the Quran. 

o	 Student: Saudi Arabia furthest right of all Arab countries in terms of 
patriarchal attitudes.  Iraq not as far as Saudi Arabia. 

o	 Student: Iraq can’t be expected to tolerate different sexual orientations 
because it’s still an issue here in the U.S. and Iraq definitely isn’t at the 
same point as the U.S. 

o	 Brazil has a comprehensive constitution that lists every imaginable right 
but it is not always enforced. There are limits to what a constitution can 
do. 

o	 Student: South after the Supreme Court decision to desegregate, however 
continued to segregate because it wasn’t enforced.  Will that happen in 
Iraq? 

o	 Why is Sunni non-participation/boycotting bad? 
� Student: a lot of the violence against the U.S. forces comes from 

Sunnis or forces hired by the Sunnis. 
�	 Sunnis are experiencing status reversal.  Enjoyed being on top 

politically. Were associated with the ruling regime. 
• They do not want to be a permanent minority. 
• Do not want to be violently attacked. 

� Many Sunnis are moderate, but they can’t control the fighters, who 
will likely not be on board politically with the “new Iraqi.” 

� How much is there a central control of power? 
o	 Students need to follow current developments in Iraq.  
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o	 Why is it important to students? (student responses) 
� Students are draft age 
� No support in the military for it. 
� Financially it affects our future. 
� Have friends fighting in Iraq 
� Souring U.S. relations with Europe.  Important for economic 

reasons. Could affect pocket book indirectly. 
� Draft still possible 
� Recruitment is low. 

o	 Why are Europeans against the U.S. involvement with Iraq 
� Student: Things were better economically under Saddam. 
� Had guaranteed source of oil prior to war 
� Destabilizing of the region 
� Violating international law 
� Student: French disbelieve the U.S. justification of war and 

anything U.S. government says. 
� Student: In all fairness, the Europeans were the original 

imperialists. 
� Student: Feel like everyone has been lied to.   

o	 Student: Hurricane Katrina revealed weaknesses in the U.S.  It’s weakened 
in its claims because life in the U.S. isn’t so wonderful and who is the U.S. 
to force democracy on everyone else. 

•	 Ethnopolitical mobilization 
o	 Thinking about why people organize around ethnicity, modernization 

theory viewed ethnicity has vestiges of the past.  Once people got better 
jobs, cities urbanized, class identities would become more important. 
Ethnic politics will disappear once class identity replaces ethnic identity.  

o	 Politics would be more pluralistic and competitive. Elections won’t look 
like a census. 

o	 The predictions of modernization theory didn’t happen.  
o	 Ethnic politics can still be seen in: 

� Developed economies (U.S., western Europe.) 
� Developing countries (becoming more prosperous, yet ethnic 

politics persists).  
•	 Modernization theory failed. Why? Two competing explanations:  

o	 One instrumental reason, people use ethnic identity to get what they want.  
Want rights, territory, economic advantages.  Helps them mobilize a base. 
OR 

o	 Ethnic identities are primordial.  Deep cultural and psychological needs.  
Ethnic conflict occurs sometimes when their identities are threatened.  
Ethnic politics will persist as long as people view themselves in terms of 
ethnicity. 
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•	 Seven internal factors make genocides happen (in book): 

o	 Elites rely on repression to remain in power. 
o	 Typically seen in authoritarian states. 
o	 Elites use power to award groups deferentially. Elite manipulation. 
o	 Exclusionary ideology—we’re the best.  You’re an animal or sub-human.  
o	 Elites are part of an ethnic minority. 
o	 Country has recently undergone political upheaval and instability.  
o	 State has weak political and economic links with other states, thereby 

making it easier for elites to shun international norms on human rights. 

-3-




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /DetectCurves 0.100000
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


