
Choosing a topic
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Interesting vs. provable (see next slide)

Policy relevant vs. “of interest to the discipline”

Your next job

Skills and comparative advantage

Tastes and interests (S.J. Gould)

The “so what”

In the real world, choosing your topic 
and method inevitably involves tradeoffs 
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Image courtesy of Daniel Hartwig on flickr. License CC BY.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/dwhartwig/8320706676/in/photolist-dFgNcW-dFgy3y-dFgQjQ-dFbcii-dFgJRw-dFgRdJ-CT5TD-FSYrBt-5FVnot-5FVmvr-zRa3pq-zPYYXW-zPYYao-yVpEyr-zPYQtS-yVfTsS-zTcNVT-zPYU1m-yVfUcC-zShz9K-yVpCi4-zRa4r5-zzGohS-yVfRhE-zPYTQw-yVfRtm-zPYWsL-zRa25b-yVpB8t-zShEd2-zzGnyN-yVpCvD-zzLR5c-zShCTt-zTcJig-5u5NLa-FYQjJz-5pJ2H-A6xTaH-z8yWTb-z8zfb7-A3iaPC-A4sRH7-zN21cu-A4rqrN-A6yMxi-z8Hzvc-zN5WWp-A6z7nH-zN6UhV


Perhaps the biggest challenge is finding a 
question that is both interesting and provable 

Interesting

Provable
No Yes

No

Yes

“Normal
Science”

Theology

Disaster!

Home run

Trend 
line
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Perhaps the biggest challenge is finding a 
question that is both interesting and provable (2)

Yes

Is there 
a God?

Interesting

Diamond, Jared. Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies.
W.W. Norton & Company, 2017. © W.W. Norton & Company. All rights
reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license.
For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.

“Are Supreme Court 
How many angels Nominations a ‘Move 
can dance on the the Median’ Game?” 

head of a pin (APSR 2017)No

No Yes
Provable
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https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/
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