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• 1) newspapers shift away
from working class
audiences - shift in media 
companies in 80s and 90s, 
newspapers based in cities 
that had appealed across 
class spectrum increasingly 
target better off consumers 
to increase revenues – 
mainstream media outlets 
abandons more working 
class audiences creating a 
vacuum (Chris Martin “No 
Longer Newsworthy”, 2019, 
Cornell University Press) 

Martin, Christopher R. No Longer Newsworthy: How the Mainstream Media Abandoned the Working 
Class. ILR Press, 2019. © ILR Press. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative 
Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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2) Demise of Fairness Doctrine – Fairness doctrine established in 1949 in United 
States, argued that news broadcasts had to have “balance”, had to give equal time to 
different political candidates; Effort to codify it by law by Congress vetoed by 
President Reagan in 1987. 

5



   
          

      
     
  

  

• 3) Rise of cable broadcasts to which Fairness Doctrine did not apply 
Rise of CNN in 1980 and Fox in 1996 (Fox under Roger Ailes in particular 
popularized idea that news not to inform but product to be sold to be tailored to 
consumer tastes); 24/7 newscasting heightens sensationalizing as fight for 
attention; target more and more niche audiences 

© Cable News Network. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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3) Tech companies outside regulatory frameworks - rise of large tech 
companies and spread of internet (late 1990s – mid 2000s); they argued
that they were technology companies linking users not media
companies, so outside existing regulatory structures; advertising and
other economic incentives undermine prior models of journalistic
accountability 
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RESULT -> media with recognized journalistic 
standards and accountability is increasingly behind 
paywalls; while misinformation and disinformation is
economically incentivized to spread 
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Recent lawsuits 
against Alex Jones 
from Infowars 
showed that he 
made $800,000 a 
day peddling 
conspiracy theories 
(through ads selling dietary 
supplements, survivalist gear 

and gun paraphernalia) 
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MIT scholars show that 
misinformation on 
Twitters spreads 6x 
faster than accurate 
information in article 

Vosoughi, Soroush, Deb Roy, and Sinan Aral. "The Spread of True and False News Online." Science 359, no. 6380 (2018): 1146–51. © American 
Association for the Advancement of Science. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, from Science in 2018 see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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The Social 
Dilemma, 2020, 
dir. Jeff Orlowski 
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Article in Guardian 
in 2015 referencing 
materials found in 
Thatcher’s papers 
after her death 
documenting 
secret meeting 
with Murdoch 
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Former liberal and 
conservative Prime 
Ministers in Australia: 
Rupert Murdoch has had 
profound influence in 
promoting climate change 
denialism in UK, US, and 
Australia 

-Financial Times of Australia article, 2021
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What is Considered to be Good Evidence? 

How Does Peer Review Work Among Academics? 
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