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What is today’s conversation about? It’s about some of the MEDIA, the 
MEDIUMS, through which sound has been recorded and how those 
media — phonograph records on wax, shellac, vinyl; magnetic tape, 
digital compact discs; digital files like MP3s or .wavs (either stored or 
streamed, with streaming mediated through recommendation systems) 
— have shaped the way people have understood and listened to 
recordings. 

The argument is that it can make a difference — to the listening 
experience, to the packaging and commoditization of music, even to 
the environment — what those media are (what they are made of, how 
they are made, how they operate mechanically and technically). 
Another argument is that these recording media can be very 
symbolically potent for people’s understandings of presence and time, 
especially since they tarry with schizophonia, the separation of sound 
and voice from its source, and they also make it possible to manipulate 
chronology itself. 
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CHANGING SPEED, REVERSING, and MULTITRACKING 
ALL UNDERMINE THE IDEA OF SONIC REALISM — that 
recordings are just a mirror 
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