
 

  

Soft Power: 
Hearts and Minds of Augustan Rome 

This image is in the public domain. 
Source: Wikimedia Commons. 1 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Brogi,_Giacomo_(1822-1881)_-_n._4123_-_Roma_-_Vaticano_-_Cesare_Augusto_-_Statua_in_marmo.jpg


    -Image courtesy of GIACOMO BRINGS on flickr. License CC BY NC. 

Mausoleum of Augustus 2 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/giacomo/50967548/in/photolist-2hAn17-m8XvQ3-6HEh1b-5vdSQ-FofC9-ee4N6Q-hLohDS-VggSa7-VvNHK8-4nm6Y5


 
      -Image courtesy of tayfun on flickr. License CC BY NC. 

Temple of Augustus and Rome 
Ankara, Turkey 
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/typhoon476/7836426/in/photolist-GauN-fmpMYH-dYEZgi-dvKPh3-9ku4Bg-ejbhjR-XLCxPF-92LXXy-5vxnRM-2BSa5-s3Cykg-qXp87t-9npWZK-fnVNJ9-9kuvmv-92HMXZ-9nt8KA-9nsZKd-L3bb3-8AvUQV-94b1pq-jfqH2t-doJUu7-5vxnwi-doJLPP-9kxyFf-9npQcH-UYtqQ9-7DKNdT-9C9xS7-9dppY6-R7y82s-jfsgmA-byhaTB-hcRLAh-jfqzbP-r98Tr-5vxmXK-8RJPLj-e9UK7H-byh9ER-5bUFk9-e9UKyk-byhcc8-5bUEQ9-92HSxK-9Amj7L-9dsvos-94nZgC-NS9cj3


 

  

  

 

 

The Augustan Principate 

‘CONSTITUTIONAL’ POWERS: 

• Proconsular imperium (from 27) 

• For life and maius than that of governors (from 23) 

• Tribunicia potestas – powers of a tribune for life (from 23) 

• Powers of a consul for life (from 19) 

MILITARY POWER: 

• 24 Legions spread around the empire 

• Praetorian Guard at Rome – 9,000 men 
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Augustus of Prima Porta 

This image is in the public domain. 
Source: Wikimedia Commons. 
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Brogi,_Giacomo_(1822-1881)_-_n._4123_-_Roma_-_Vaticano_-_Cesare_Augusto_-_Statua_in_marmo.jpg


This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons. 6 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Brogi,_Giacomo_(1822-1881)_-_n._4123_-_Roma_-_Vaticano_-_Cesare_Augusto_-_Statua_in_marmo.jpg


 This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons. 
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Augustus_Statue.JPG


  

    

Suetonius, Augustus 79 
His expression, whether in conversation or 

when he was silent, was so calm and mild that one 
of the leading men of the Gallic provinces admitted 
to his countrymen that it had softened his heart, 
and kept him from carrying out his design of 
pushing the emperor over a cliff, when he had been 
allowed to approach him under the pretence of a 
conference, as he was crossing the Alps. 

He had clear, bright eyes, in which he liked 
to have it thought that there was a kind of divine 
power, and it greatly pleased him, whenever he 
looked keenly at anyone, if he let his face fall as if 
before the radiance of the sun. 

From Suetonius: The Lives of the Twelve Caesars. Translated 

by J.C. Rolfe. This material is in the public domain. 
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http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Suetonius/12Caesars/home.html
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Portrait of Augustus 
From Meroë, Sudan Image courtesy of B on flickr. License CC BY NC SA. 

British Museum (1911, 0901.1) 
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/11561957@N06/22651692604/in/photolist-qezBZF-ppFe48-czxbDm-dcXHA4-pZ2cZd-pqUQf4-dptEyy-pZ8JiB-czxcmL-czxb3s-denDJg-dcXHSX-dpd1PL-hu6knz-dpcDPX-BkSXUx-dpcLT6-a9nCxi-B23jC1-4y3X71-7rqFUa-7rv5Yf-bwpKkc-nP6ayU-oGmAtu-AvDR3d-EEwVD5-AUEL88-BtbxeB-B23grb-YMLjdQ-Ctgt7Z-6FR9sM-dKTAYA-pZ1sQL-8XbWjA-cdLy6j-8X8WAi-8XbYWo-8X8Xcx-8maGWu-8X8VYt-PNFeMQ-y5yRan-wsEQc5/
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VENUS – Anchises 

Aeneas – Creusa (or Lavinia) 

Ascanius (Iulus) 

[ Kings of Alba Longa ] 

??? – Numitor Amulius 

MARS – Rhea 

Romulus Remus 

The Julian Family 

JULIUS CAESAR 11 



 
 

Emlyn-Jones, Chris. Rome: The Augustan Age. Open University, 1982. © Open University. All rights 
reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see 
https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/
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our Creative Commons license. For more information, see 
https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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Sol 

Client State 

Apollo 

Caelus 

Tellus 

Luna 

Dawn 

Subject Gaul? 

Diana 

Emlyn-Jones, Chris. Rome: The Augustan Age. Open University, 1982. © Open 
University. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons 
license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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Res Gestae 1-2 
1 At the age of nineteen, on my own initiative and at my own 

expense, I raised an army by means of which I restored 
liberty to the republic, which had been oppressed by the 
tyranny of a faction. For which service the senate, with 
complimentary resolutions, enrolled me in its order, in the 
consulship of Gaius Pansa and Aulus Hirtius, giving me at 
the same time consular precedence in voting; it also gave me 
the imperium. As propraetor it ordered me, along with the 
consuls, “to see that the republic suffered no harm.” In the 
same year, moreover, as both consuls had fallen in war, the 
people elected me consul and a triumvir for setting the 
constitution. 

2 Those who slew my father I drove into exile, punishing their 
deed by due process of law, and afterwards, when they 
waged war upon the republic, I twice defeated them in 
battle… 

From Velleius Paterculus and Res Gestae Divi Augusti. Translated by 
Frederick W. Shipley. This material is in the public domain. 22 

http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/e/roman/texts/augustus/res_gestae/home.html
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