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Social Conflict in the Early RP 

Image courtesy of urban_lenny on flickr. License CC BY NC. 
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753 BC  - Foundation of Rome 

REGAL PERIOD 

509 BC – Birth of Republic 

REPUBLIC 

27 BC - Augustus 

PRINCIPATE 

AD 284 – Reforms of Diocletian 

LATE EMPIRE 

AD 476 – Deposition of Romulus Augustulus 
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The Twelve Tables, 449 BC 

Table XI: 

Intermarriage shall not take place between 
plebeians and patricians. 

(Ban later revoked by the Lex Canuleia of 445 BC) 
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 Closing of the patriciate? 

Cornell, T.J. The Beginnings of Rome: Italy and Rome from the Bronze Age to the Punic Wars 
(c.1000 264 BC). Routledge, 1995. © Routledge. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from 

our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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Plebeian ‘State within a State’ 

• Concilium plebis – popular assembly 

• Tribuni plebis – tribune of the plebs 
• Inviolability (sacrosanctitas) 

• Aediles – lower magistrates 

• Cult of Ceres, Liber, and Libera 

• Plebiscita – plebeian resolutions 
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Capitoline Triad: Jupiter, Juno, Minerva 

Stambaugh, John E. The Ancient Roman City. John Hopkins University Press, 1988. © John Hopkins 
University Press. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For 

more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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• 367 BC – Licinio-Sextian laws (plebiscites) 
- plebeians eligible for the consulship 

• 342 BC – Another plebiscite? 
- one of the two annual consuls must be a 
plebeian? 

• 339 BC – Another plebiscite 
- same sharing rule applied to the censorship 

• 300 BC – Plebiscite of Q. & Cn. Ogulnius 
- major priesthoods were divided b/t the two 
orders. 
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The lex Hortensia, 287 BC 

Resolutions of the concilium plebis are 
made binding on all Roman citizens, 
plebeian and patrician alike. 
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The Conquest of Italy 
and 

Rome’s Republican Empire 

Le Glay, Marcel, Jean-Louis Voisin, Yann Le Bohec, et al. A History of 
Rome. 3rd edition. Wiley-Blackwell, 2005. © Wiley-Blackwell. All rights 
reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. 

This image is in the public domain. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
Source: Wikimedia Commons. 
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The Roman 
Conquest of 

Italy 

Potter, David. Ancient Rome: A New History. Thames 
& Hudson, 2009. © Thames & Hudson. All rights 
reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative 
Commons license. For more information, see    
https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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Men under arms – 225 BC 

• 52,300 Roman soldiers 

• 158,000 Allied soldiers 
»54,000 Sabines and Etruscans 

»20,000 Umbrians and Sarsinates 

»20,000 Veneti and Cenomani 
»64,000 other allied troops of 

unspecified origin. 

Based on Polybius 2.24 
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      -© 2003 Ancient World Mapping Center. Released under CC BY NC 3.0. 
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Latin colonies 

Citizen colonies 

© 2003 Ancient World Mapping Center. Released under CC BY NC 3.0. 
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 COSA 
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Major Roads 
of 

Roman Italy 

© Unknown. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons 
license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 16
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POLYBIUS 

• Ca. 200 – ca. 118 BC 

• Greek (Achaean) politician/diplomat 

• Interned at Rome 167-150 BC 

• Histories: 

• Rise of Rome from 264 to 146 BC 

This image is in the public domain. 

Polybius? 
Stele of Polybius 
Berlin, Staatliche Museen 
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 The Punic Wars 

Image courtesy of Javierfv1212. This image is in the public domain. 
Source: Wikimedia Commons. 18
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The Second Punic War 

Potter, David. Ancient Rome: A New History. Thames & Hudson, 2009. © Thames & 
Hudson. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons 
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