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Mandrou Playing  
Cards, ca. 1770 

Field Playing Card Collection 
Rare Book and Manuscript Library 

Columbia University 
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“The Bourbon Trinity,” 1789-92? Cabinet des Estampes, BnF 

Playing Cards in the Early Years of the French Revolution 
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The King of Spades during the Revolution (1789-1794) 

Mandrou, ca. 1770 
(Neufchâtel) 

Mandrou, ca. 1790 
(BnF Estampes) 

Grenoble, 1794 
(BnF Estampes) 

These images are in the public domain.
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An Alternative Iconography: 
Geniuses, 
 Liberties,  
Equalities. 

The Jaume/Dugourc Deck,  
Paris, 1793 

(Victoria & Albert Museum, 
London) 
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From the  King of Spades 
to the Genius of the Arts 
 
(Victoria & Albert Museum) 
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Variations – Genius of the Arts 

Revolutionary Period 
Cabinet des Estampes, BnF 

Revolutionary Period 
Cabinet des Estampes, BnF 
 

Victoria & Albert 
Museum, 1793 
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King of Spades:  
Alternative Iconography During the Revolution 

Sages, Vertus, 
Braves Deck 

Ennemis/Amis 
Deck 

Eléments, Saisons, 
Cultivateurs Deck 

“Reason”  
Deck 

These images are in the public domain.
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1770 to 1830 

1770 1793 1811 1830 
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Jacques Necker, 
Compte rendu  
au Roi, 1781. 
 
MIT Rare Books 
Collection 
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Jacques Necker, Compte rendu au Roi, 1781. 
 

MIT Rare Books Collection 
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Meter measurement, rue Vaugirard, Paris.  Initially installed 1796 or 1797. 
 

Image courtesy of genevieveromier on flickr. License CC BY.
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/30701623@N02/8015178079/in/photolist-yGxPpa-tGiYNT-tnGxWD-cKwAgb-7XmHtM-7XpXRJ-4QMfG7-4QMfBJ-7WV6jk-DvBfw-DvBar-9UDiWW-nMcakq-emNXf-cNp34N-aaQFJh-axKPMS-ddgTcv
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