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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mh5LY4Mz15o
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Japan’s high-speed rail 
overlaid on US East 
Coast 
By @oevans82: 
(https://twitter.com/oevans82/statu 
s/1379175117067059204/photo/1)
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Population
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Population

Galka, “How Many U.S. Cities Can You Fit Inside Tokyo?” (2015)
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JE, Ch. 6,“Origins of the Japanese People”
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Jōmon Period

• 14,000 BCE~

• “Imprinted cord 
pattern”
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Dogū   
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Yayoi Period

• 900/400 
BCE~
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Yoshinogari
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Yayoi Japan
• Northern Kyushu

(Tsukushi)

• Central Honshu 
(Yamato)

• Western Honshu 
(Izumo)
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Chinese Histories

• “History of the Kingdom of Wei (Wei 
Zhi)” (ca. 297 c.e.)

• “History o the Latter Han Dynasty” (ca. 445 
c.e.)

• “History of the Liu Song Dynasty” (ca. 513 c.e.)
• “History of the Sui Dynasty” (ca. 630 c.e.)
• “New History of the Tang Dynasty” (11ch 

century on 7~10c)
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Kofun Period: 250 
-550CE

matsurigoto (政
):

“worship” 
and 
“government”

“Nintoku” Daisen Tomb, Osaka (ca. mid. 400s)
Copyright © National Land Image Information (Color Aerial Photographs), Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism.
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Swords as 
Historical 
Evidence

The Sakitama-
Inariyama sword of 

471

Image by Saigen Jiro on Wikimedia Commons. This image is in the public domain.
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This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons.
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“Japanese” Sources
“Birth of the Land” (Nihongi (Chronicles of Japan))

“Preface to the Records of Ancient Matters [Kojiki]”

“Birth of the Sun Goddess” (N)

“The Divine Creation of the Imperial Ancestors” (K)

“Susa-no-o and the Sun Goddess” (N)

“Susa-no-o in Izumo” (K)

“Descent of the Divine Grandson with the Three Imperial 

Regalia” (N) “Princess Yamato and Prince Plenty” (N)

“The Founding of Izumo” (contemporaneous to N and K) 

“Enshrinement of Amaterasu” (N)
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This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons.
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Amaterasu_cave.JPG


JE, Ch. 7, “What Used to Be Called Shinto”
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Ise Shrine, 1869

This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons.

22

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ise-Grand-Shrine-Emperor-Meiji-Sadahide-Utagawa-1869.png


MIT OpenCourseWare 
https://ocw.mit.edu 

21H.154 / 21G.554 Inventing the Samurai
Fall 2022

For information about citing these materials or our Terms of Use, visit: https://ocw.mit.edu/terms. 

https://ocw.mit.edu/
https://ocw.mit.edu/terms

	History and Mythology
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Japan’s high-speed rail overlaid on US East Coast By @oevans82: (https://twitter.com/oevans82/status/1379175117067059204/photo/1)
	Population
	Population
	JE, ch. 6 “Origins of the Japanese People”
	Jōmon Period
	Dogū
	Yayoi Period
	Yoshinogari
	Yayoi Japan
	Chinese Histories
	Kofun Period: 250-550CE
	Slide Number 17
	Swords as Historical Evidence
	Slide Number 19
	“Japanese” Sources
	Slide Number 21
	JE, Ch. 7, “What Used to Be Called Shinto”
	Ise Shrine, 1869



