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Tale of Heike
• Completed ca. mid. 13 c.
• Rise and fall of Heike (Taira)

This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons. 2

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Genpei_kassen_2.jpg


Battle of Dan no ura (1185)

This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons. 3

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:AntokuTennou_Engi.7&8_Dannoura_Kassen.jpg


Battle of Ichi no tani (1184)

Screen painting [right of a pair of Scenes from the 
Tale of the Heike], mid 17th century, Kanō School 

(Minnesota Institute of Art)

This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons.

4

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Battle_of_Ichi-no-Tani_Folding_Screen_by_Kano_School.jpg


Genpei War (1180-85)
• 源平合戦• Japan's first national civil war

© Ash Crow on Wikimedia Commons. License CC BY-SA. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.
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https://mitocw.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/4414756000539-What-is-the-Code-of-Best-Practices-in-Fair-Use-for-OpenCourseWare-
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Gempei_war-battles.png


Protagonists
• The two sons of

Yoshitomo (Heiji infamy)
• Minamoto no Yoritomo

(1147-1199)
• Older brother, ruler

• Minamoto no Yoshitsune
(1159-1189)
• Legendary, tragic

This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons.
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Minamoto_no_Yoritomo.jpg


Rise of Kamakura    Bakufu
• Consolidation of power in Kantō region

surrounding Kamakura starting in 1180
• Gain following by confirming land holdings >

technically illegal!
• Taira crushed at Dan-no-Ura, 1185
• Bakufu (“tent government”): shogunate
• Yoritomo: “Barbarian-subduing generalissimo”

a.k.a. shōgun in 1192
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Kamakura Era (1185-1333)
• Jitō (land stewards) and shugo (military governors)

© Ash Crow on Wikimedia Commons. License CC BY-SA. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Gempei_war-battles.png
https://mitocw.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/4414756000539-What-is-the-Code-of-Best-Practices-in-Fair-Use-for-OpenCourseWare-


Emperor Strikes Back (Again)?

This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons.
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hyakuninisshu_099.jpg


Hōjō Regency
•

This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons.
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hojo_Masako.jpg


Hōjō Innovations

This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons.
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:H%C5%8Dj%C5%8D_Yasutoki.jpg


Mongols! (1260s~)
• Mongol Empire under Kublai Khan (grandson of

Genghis) establish Yuan Dynasty in China (1271)

This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons. © Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see 
https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:YuanEmperorAlbumKhubilaiPortrait.jpg
https://mitocw.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/4414756000539-What-is-the-Code-of-Best-Practices-in-Fair-Use-for-OpenCourseWare-


Mongol Invasions

1274/10, first invasion
• 900 ships and

40,000 soldiers to
Hakata Bay in
northern Kyushu

1281, second invasion
• Kamikaze (divine

wind)???

This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons.

© Source unknown. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mooko-Suenaga.jpg
https://mitocw.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/4414756000539-What-is-the-Code-of-Best-Practices-in-Fair-Use-for-OpenCourseWare-


The Fall of Kamakura Bakufu

• Growing pains of
an expanding
warrior class

• Discontent with
Hōjō rule

• E mperor strikes
back (third time’s
the charm?)

Emp. Go-Daigo (r. 1318-1339) 
This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons.
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https://commons.m.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Emperor_Godaigo.jpg
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