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Tsuneno in 
Edo

This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons.

2

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:100_views_edo_117.jpg


Context: Popular Culture 
as Reflection of Tokugawa 

Peace and it’s 
Contradictions
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A Scene from the Akō Vendetta by Utagawa Kuniyoshi 
(ca. 1831-1832)

This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons.
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Kuniyoshi_Utagawa,_The_Chushingura.jpg


Why did Edoites Care?

• Samurai idealized
• Urbanization and

commercialization

• Commoner fantasy
and protest

This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons.
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Utagawa_Kunisada-c1850-Horibe_Yahei-Horibe_Yasubei.jpg


© Source unknown. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 6

https://mitocw.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/4414756000539-What-is-the-Code-of-Best-Practices-in-Fair-Use-for-OpenCourseWare-


“High City” (Yamanote) vs. 
“Low City” (Shitamachi)

© Source unknown. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.
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https://mitocw.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/4414756000539-What-is-the-Code-of-Best-Practices-in-Fair-Use-for-OpenCourseWare-


Topographical map of Tokyo by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan: http://www.gsi.go.jp/kanto/kanto41001.html
© Geospatial Information Authority of Japan. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 8

http://www.gsi.go.jp/kanto/kanto41001.html
https://mitocw.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/4414756000539-What-is-the-Code-of-Best-Practices-in-Fair-Use-for-OpenCourseWare-


The Culture of Ukiyo
(Floating World)

• Buddhist: “impermanence”

• Transition of fashion in Edo

• Key theme: pursuit of pleasure
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Pleasure Quarters

Edo:
Yoshiwara

© Source unknown. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more 
information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.

© Source unknown. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.

© Source unknown. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative 
Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.
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https://mitocw.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/4414756000539-What-is-the-Code-of-Best-Practices-in-Fair-Use-for-OpenCourseWare-
https://mitocw.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/4414756000539-What-is-the-Code-of-Best-Practices-in-Fair-Use-for-OpenCourseWare-
https://mitocw.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/4414756000539-What-is-the-Code-of-Best-Practices-in-Fair-Use-for-OpenCourseWare-


Kabuki theater

© Source unknown. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.
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https://mitocw.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/4414756000539-What-is-the-Code-of-Best-Practices-in-Fair-Use-for-OpenCourseWare-


“A maid looking at a 
kabuki theater 
program.” 

In the red text box: 
“Can't Wait to See  
it Soon.” (
「早く見たい」）

This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons.
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hayaku_mitai_%E6%97%A9%E3%81%8F%E8%A6%8B%E3%81%9F%E3%81%84_(No._2_Can%27t_wait_to_see_it)_(BM_2008,3037.02102).jpg


Tea Houses, Bath Houses

This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons.

© Source unknown. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Utamaro_Naniwaya_Okita_au_po%C3%A8te.JPG
https://mitocw.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/4414756000539-What-is-the-Code-of-Best-Practices-in-Fair-Use-for-OpenCourseWare-


Temples: Asakusa

© Source unknown. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. Image courtesy of Yoshikazu TAKADA on Flickr. License CC BY.
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/yoshikazut/3413992367/in/photolist-6cFAZn-6cKLP7-4ftmKN-RpuGi2-6cFBhK-6cFC42-6cKJAS-6cKJFJ-6cKLxf-76Rpc9-S4BLcu-gf7GQC-7f8zSb-6cFDe2-6cKKh1-6cKLcW-qA1i7g-qzSz95-7f4GYH-RmVa3W-nFmXSS-6cFBEM-np4RjY-nFgA6V-6cFBXZ-qA1gtr-noUJv2-E5ubm-RmV9JE-noUHsk-pVDW2z-noUGe8-2h5Q8bU-6cFBtv-nqFcur-qSgLrz-noCnWp-fkrRsH-S4DWuu-SsavYz-nqESCZ-pVDVuT-7f8zEy-noUysg-nFyrCn-pVDRgn-noWX2E-6cFBRT-noWmKd-2jgpq1N
https://mitocw.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/4414756000539-What-is-the-Code-of-Best-Practices-in-Fair-Use-for-OpenCourseWare-


Literature

© Source unknown. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative 
Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.
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https://mitocw.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/4414756000539-What-is-the-Code-of-Best-Practices-in-Fair-Use-for-OpenCourseWare-


Ukiyo-e : 
“Pictures of the Floating World”

Kitagawa Utamaro 
(1753-1806)

Katsushika Hokusai
(1760-1849)

This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons.

This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons.
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Utamaro1.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Great_Wave_off_Kanagawa.jpg


A Scene from the Akō Vendetta by Utagawa Kuniyoshi 
(ca. 1831-1832)

This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons.
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Kuniyoshi_Utagawa,_The_Chushingura.jpg
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