
War �broad and at �ome 
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Second Sino Ja anese War (1937 1945) 

• July 7 	1937: "Marco Polo Bridge 
Incident" 

• PM Konoe su orts all out war
 
• Mid December: Nanjing 
Massacre 

• Jan 	1938: "No negotiation with 
Nationalists" 

• Chiang Kai shek retreats West 
• Fall 1938: stalemate 
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�owards Pearl �arbor 

PM Konoe resigns: 1939 
�dm �onai PM 

Konoe returns: 194� 
�ri artite Pact with 
�ermany and Italy 
�erman "Blitzkrieg" 

"Southern �dvance" 
French Indochina 
194� 1941 
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This image is in the public domain.
Source: Wikimedia Commons.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:1938_Naka_yoshi_sangoku.jpg


�owards Pearl �arbor 

US: breaks off Ja an US commercial treaty 1939 

July 1941: freeze Ja anese assets in US 

�ugust 1941: international oil embargo 

By November: Ja anese leaders decide on war 
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S ectacular �eversal 
Cook � Cook: "an almost unbroken series of tactical 
o erational and strategic disasters" 

June 194�: Battle of Midway 

�ugust: �llied counteroffensive in �uadalcanal 

�ost control of the sea � major conse�uences 
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War of Des eration 

�yokusai: "shattered jade" � suicidal final attack 
US "banzai charges" 
�ttu �arawa etc 

"S ecial �ttack Cor s" (�okk�) 
�ir lanes and tor edoes 

Declining morale: �3�� ca tured in Sai an (1944) 
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�he �nd 

�tomic bombings: �iroshima (�ugust � 1945) 
Nagasaki (�ugust 9) 

USS� declares war on Ja an: �ugust 8 

�m eror declares acce tance of �llied terms: �ugust 
15 
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War as Memory 

�ow has it been remembered in the US? 

Cook � Cook: "� �ost War" 

What�s in a name?: "World War II " 
"�reat �ast �sia War " "Fifteen �ears 
War " "Pacific War " "�sia Pacific War" 

�ong shadow 
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� �lite aristocrat: Fujiwara clan 

� PM: June 1937 Jan 1939 July 
194� �ct 1941 

� Sh�wa �esearch �ssociation 

� �e lace messy luralism with 
efficient authoritarianism 

Konoe Fumimaro�s "New �rder" 
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This image is in the public domain.
Source: Wikimedia Commons.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:KONOE_Fumimaro.jpg


�ong �istory 

� Sus icion of com etition control of industry 
-Promotion of cartels: Im ortant Industries Control 
�aw 1931 

- Increased central lanning 193� 7: Cabinet Planning 
Board 

� National �eneral Mobilization �aw: 1938 
-�llows measures to "control material and human 
resources" WI���U� legislative a roval 
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Programs of the New �rder 
1938 194� 

� Political New �rder 
-�im to re lace multi arty system with Nazi like mass arty 
-�utcome: Im erial �ule �ssistance �ssociation: 194� 

� �conomic New �rder 
-�e lace com etition and rofit seeking with rational control 
-Culminates in "Control �ssociations" of 194� 

� �abor New �rder 
-�e lace unions with state controlled factory councils 
- Industrial Patriotic Service �ssociation 194� 
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Control �ssociations for Culture 

� Ja an �iterary Patriotic �ssociation (194�) 
� Ja an Musical Culture �ssociation (1941) 
� United Church of Christ in Ja an (1941) 
-33 Protestant denominations 
-Vow loyalty to em eror and coo eration with war 
effort 
-Postwar ecumenical movement 
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�rans war �rends: "194�s System" 

� Industrial olicy 
-"Self control": circa early 193�s 
-State control: 194� Control �ssociations 
-Postwar MI�I (Ministry of International �rade and 
Industry): gets the state rivate mix right? 

� �abor �rganization 
-Wartime controls codify seniority wages 
-Patriotic �ssociations feed into inclusive em loyee 
unions 

� �grarian �eform 
-Further weaken landlords strengthen tenants 
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Statist Modernity: Contradictions 

�ension between new and old roles for 
women 
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Mobilizing Women? 
� "In order to secure its labor force the enemy is drafting 

women but in Japan out of consideration for the family 
system we will not draft them " 
� "That warm fountainhead which protects the household  

assumes responsibility for rearing children and causes 
women children brothers and sisters to act as support for 
the front lines is based on the family system This is the 
natural mission of the women in our empire and must be 
preserved far into the future "  
� "There is no need for our nation to draft women ust because 

America and Britain are doing so the weakening of the 
family system would be the weakening of the nation we are 
able to do our duties here in the Diet only because we have 
wives and mothers at home " 
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