Feeding the City
Rome and the Annona



Population of Augustan Rome

Plebs frumentaria + families

Freedmen + families
Slaves

Poor & recent migrants

Soldiers and members of elite

Low

520,000

150,000
50,000
50,000
20,000

790,000

High
520,000

200,000
200,000
150,000

20,000

1,090,000




Ancient World Mopping Center 2003

w2

SARDINIA

il

Cartha'goy

Volsinii
a VUICIO,p .:"‘Cl[ltur()s.ya
Tarquiniie®v °

Q Velii
(acrc. ; Gabii
Roxm °
Lanuviunteevelitrac .
Satricun®_ 7 /s
N
Ve

Pnhe? 2;/'// A

Bay of Naples

2

TYRRHENIAN SEA JONIAN
Charybdis MAGNA SEA

\ GRAECIA
Lipari I<Iand>%

Straits of Messina

R

.Gape Bon I/ 0 SICILIAN

o N SEA
MA R g

0 50 100 150 Kilometers
et e R e,

S = 0 30 60 90 Miles

© 2003 Ancient World Mapping Center. Released under CC BY-NC 3.0.



http://awmc.unc.edu/wordpress/free-maps/

2
BLACK SEA
3 / 25 ' iminumRud PONTUS B
B ¢ S ‘1‘ > \/ R > B : .T\‘(.(pv.)lrj =
\/{Z% \ = Massiha " Y Ry = ' : ®Zcla
3 ‘§\z\ ,
NEARER
—~—_~_ - _SPAIN
~ \.,\,¢\/\r {‘—’\ o \
FURTHER g >
4 o SPAINN-
Munda g
/\'\«‘ = aad
\ . :
5 .,

Cyrene,
o

750 Kilometers
)

> I

|

i

N
oq ro
"
w
o
.
3
Q%

1
150 300 450 Miles Ancient World Mapping Center 2003

© 2003 Ancient World Mapping Center. Released under CC BY-NC 3.0.


http://awmc.unc.edu/wordpress/free-maps/

Diocletian’s Price Edict — AD 301

* Price of Wheat
— 1 modius castrensis (= 1.5 modii) = 100 denarii

» Cost of transport of wagon-load (= 90 modii?)
of wheat

— 20 denarii per mile



Diocletian’s Price Edict — AD 301

* Transportation of wheat by sea:

— Alexandria to Rome
* 16 denarii per castrensis modius

— Syria to Lusitania
e 26 denarii per castrensis modius



Forum Boarium

Reconstruction in Museo della Civilta Romana
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Severan Marble Plan,

showing the Theatre of Pompey,
AD 203-11
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This image is in the public domain.
Source: Wikimedia Commons.
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Grain laws of the late RP

123 BC — Gaius Gracchus’ law: subsidized monthly ration
at a fixed price for all citizens at Rome.

90s BC — Law of Octavius: reduces number of recipients?
81-80 BC — Sulla abolishes distributions.

/3 BC — Law of consuls Terentius and Cassius re-
establishes Gracchan rations at fixed price, but for
limited number. )



Grain laws of the late RP

62 BC — Cato increases number of recipients.

58 BC — Popular tribune Clodius makes the distributions
absolutely free.
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