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753 BC (April 21) - Foundation of Rome 

REGAL PERIOD 

509 BC – Birth of Republic 

REPUBLIC 

27 BC - Augustus 

EMPIRE 

AD 284 – Reforms of Diocletian 

LATE EMPIRE 
AD 476 – Deposition of Romulus Augustulus 2



 

 
 

 

 

Julio-Claudian Dynasty 

Flavian Dynasty 

‘Adoptive’ Emperors 

Severan Dynasty 

• Augustus 
• Tiberius 
• Caligula 
• Claudius 
• Nero 
Civil War 

• Vespasian 
• Titus 
• Domitian 
• Nerva 
• Trajan 
• Hadrian 
• Antoninus Pius 
• Marcus Aurelius 
• Lucius Verus 
• Commodus 
Civil War 

• Septimius Severus 
• Caracalla 
• Geta 
• [Macrinus] 
• Elagabalus 
• Severus Alexander 

27 BC – AD 14 
14 – 37 
37 – 41 
41 – 54 
54 – 68 

69 – 79 
79 – 81 
81 – 96 
96 – 98 
98 – 117 
117 – 138 
138 – 161 
161 – 180 
161 – 169 
180 – 192 

193 – 211 
198 – 217 
209 – 212 
217 – 218 
218 – 222 
222 – 235 3



  

Augustus 
27 BC – AD 14 

© Till Niermann on Wikimedia Commons. License CC BY-SA. All rights reserved. This content is excluded 
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Augustus of Prima Porta 
Vatican Museums, Rome 
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Nero 
54-68 

Agrippina crowns a young Nero 
Museum of Aphrodisias 
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The Flavian Emperors 

© Roman Numismatic Gallery. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 

Vespasian 69-79 

Titus 79-81 

Domitian 81-96 
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‘Making’ of a Roman Emperor 

1. Image-making by the emperor himself 

2. Endorsement/subversion by contemporaries 

3. Sympathetic/hostile reception by later Romans 

4. Reception in post-Antiquity 

5. Reception by us in 21H.336 

8



 

 
 

 
  

 

 

Mussolini in La Voce, 1909 

Image courtesy of AB Text & Bilder via IMS Vintage Photos 
on Wikimedia Commons. This image is in the public domain. 

• “Rome, as it was in the times 
of Augustus, remains the city 
towards which men of all 
nations turn – and whoever 
loves Rome, must love 
Italy… Italy is preparing a 
new epoch in the history of 
humanity.” 

9

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Benito-Mussolini-with-the-sultan-of-Gimma-at-a-military-parade-in-Rome-142445798195_(cropped).jpg


From speech in 1926… 

• “Rome shall become such as to amaze the 
peoples of the world: vast, well-ordered, 
powerful as in the days of Augustus.” 

© Getty Images. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more 
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Bimillenary of Augustus’s Birth 

23 Sept. 1937 – 23 Sept. 1938 

This image is in the public domain. 

© Bertolami Fine Art - Casa d'Aste. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons 
license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 

11

https://mitocw.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/4414756000539-What-is-the-Code-of-Best-Practices-in-Fair-Use-for-OpenCourseWare-


© Dmitry Rozakov. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 

12

https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/
https://eternal-city.ru/author/dmitry/page/29/


 

13



-
- - - - -

- - -

- - -

Modern Neros 
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Julio-Claudian Dynasty 

Flavian Dynasty 

‘Adoptive’ Emperors 

Severan Dynasty 

• Augustus

• Tiberius
• Caligula
• Claudius
• Nero

Civil War

• Vespasian
• Titus
• Domitian
• Nerva
• Trajan
• Hadrian
• Antoninus Pius
• Marcus Aurelius
• Lucius Verus
• Commodus
Civil War 

• Septimius Severus
• Caracalla
• Geta
• [Macrinus]
• Elagabalus
• Severus Alexander

27 BC – AD 14 
14 – 37 
37 – 41 
41 – 54 
54 – 68 

69 – 79 
79 – 81 
81 – 96 
96 – 98 
98 – 117 
117 – 138 
138 – 161 
161 – 180 
161 – 169 
180 – 192 

193 – 211 
198 – 217 
209 – 212 
217 – 218 
218 – 222 
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The Severan Emperors 

Septimius Severus 193 – 211 

Caracalla 198 – 211 – 217 

Geta 209 – 211 – 212 

[Macrinus] 217 – 218  

Elagabalus 218 – 222 

Severus Alexander 222 – 235 
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