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CURSUS HONORUM

Office

Consul

Praetor

Aedile

Tribune

Quaestor

Number

2

8

4

10

20

Min. Age

42

39

36

Unfixed

30



Prorogation / Promagistrates

* prorogatio imperii

* Proconsul (pro consule)
* Propraetor (pro praetore)



This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons.

This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons.

Marius Sulla
157 - 86 138 - 78
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This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons.

Pompey the Great
106 — 48


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Pompey_the_Great,_Augustean_copy_of_a_70-60_BC_original,_Venice_Museo_Archeologico_Nazionale_(22205132751).jpg

This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons.

Gaius Julius Caesar
100 — 44 BC


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Caesar.jpg
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49 BC — Crossing of the Rubicon

48 BC — Battle of Pharsalusn



Caesar
Dictator

49: Dictator | (to oversee elections)

47: Consul Il

Dictator Il for a year after Pharsalus

46: Consul Ill

Dictator Ill annually renewed for 10 yrs.

© CNG on Wikimedia Commons. License CC BY-SA. All rights reserved. This
content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information,
see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/fag-fair-use/.

45:. Consul IV — sole consul — resigned in Fall
Dictator IV

44: Consul V

Dictator in perpetuity

12
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The Assassination of Caesar
ldes of March, 44 BC

© The Trustees of the British Museum. License CC BY-NC-SA 4.0.

Denarius of Brutus, 43-42 BC

© Trustees of the British Museum



44 — 30 BC
Dramatis Personae

“Liberators” and Pompeians Supporters of Caesar
Brutus and Cassius M. Antonius
Cicero M. Aemilius Lepidus

Sextus Pompey

Gaius Julius Caesar Octavianus



© Roman Numismatic Gallery. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/fag-fair-use/.

TRESVIRI REIPUBLICAE CONSTITUENDAE

Commission of Three for the Organization of the Republic

15
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42 BC — Battle of Philippi =» Death of Brutus & Cassius

RO

g

36 BC — Battle of Naulochus 3 Death of Sextus Pompey; Lepidus ‘retires’



Marcus Vipsanius Agrippa

Photo: Wikipedia / Shakko. License CC BY.

Image courtesy of Barbara F. McManus on VRoma. License CC BY-NC.

Tribune 43
Praetor 40
Propraetor (Gaul) 38
Consul 37
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44 — 30 BC
Dramatis Personae

“Liberators” and Pompeians Supporters of Caesar
Brutus and Cassius M. Antonius
— Died in 42
Cicero M--Aemilius-Lepidus
— Killed in 43 - Retired in 36

Sextus Pompey
— Killed in 35

Gaius Julius Caesar Octavianus



Antony and Octavia

Married 40 BC — 33 BC

© CNG on Wikimedia Commons. License CC BY-SA. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from Image courtesy of Barbara F. McManus on VRoma.
our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/fag-fair-use/. License CC BY-NC.
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Image courtesy of Anagoria on Wikimedia Commons. License CC BY.

Cleopatra

Cleopatra VIl Philopator

Queen of Egypt — 51-30 BC

The Berlin Cleopatra
Altes Museum, Berlin

20
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31 BC — Battle of Actium
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Image courtesy of the Trustees of the British Museum. License CC BY-NC-SA.

Denarius of 28 BC

(BM 1860,0328.114)
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753 BC (April 21) - Foundation of Rome
REGAL PERIOD

509 BC — Birth of Republic

27 BC - Augustus

This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons.

EMPIRE

i
REPUBLIC ‘

AD 284 — Reforms of Diocletian

LATE EMPIRE
é AD 476 — Deposition of Romulus Augustulus



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Brogi,_Giacomo_(1822-1881)_-_n._4123_-_Roma_-_Vaticano_-_Cesare_Augusto_-_Statua_in_marmo.jpg

Evolution of Augustan Power

1) First ‘constitutional settlement’ — 27 BC
2) Second ‘constitutional settlement’ — 23 BC

3) Grant of consular power — 19 BC



Res Gestae, 34

“In my sixth and seventh consulships (28—
27 BC), after | had extinguished the civil
wars, having become master of everything
by the consent of all, | transferred the
republic from my power [potestas] to the
control of the senate and the Roman
people.”

M.G.L. Cooley, ed. The Age of Augustus. Translated by B.W.J.G. Wilson. Cambridge University Press, 2003. © Cambridge University Press. All rights reserved. This
content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/fag-fair-use/.
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Settlement of 27 BC
* Proconsular Imperium for 10 years
« (later renewed; eventually effectively permanent)
Control of ‘imperial’ provinces of:
« Most of Spain; all of Gaul; Syria with Cilicia and Cyprus; Egypt

26




Suetonius, Augustus 47

“The more important provinces, and
those which could not easily or safely be
ruled by magistrates with an annual term
of command, he himself took charge of,
while the others he left to the proconsuls
to be distributed by lot.”

Suetonius. Lives of the Caesars. Translated by Catharine Edwards. Oxford University Press, 2000. © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our

Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/fag-fair-use/.




Cassius Dio 53.12

“(Octavian’s) professed motive in this
was that the senate might fearlessly
enjoy the finest portion of the empire,
while he himself had the hardships and
the dangers; but his real purpose was
that by this arrangement the senators
should be unarmed and unprepared for
battle, while he alone had arms and
maintained soldiers.”



Augustus’ Honors in 27 BC

© Heritage Auctions. All rights reserved. This content is excluded
from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see
https://ocw.mit.edu/help/fag-fair-use/.

The corona civica

Image courtesy of Bibi Saint-Pol on Wikimedia Commons.
This image is in the public domain.
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Munich Glyptothek
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Augustus’ Honors in 27 BC

Image courtesy of Marjaara on Wikimedia Commons. License CC BY.

© American Numismatic Society. All rights reserved. This
content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For
more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/fag-fair-use/.

The clipeus virtutis

Arles, Musée départemental

30
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Consulships
of
Octavian/Augustus

Image courtesy of Peter E on Flickr. License CC BY-NC-SA.
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Settlement of 27 BC
* Proconsular Imperium for 10 years
« (later renewed; eventually effectively permanent)
Control of ‘imperial’ provinces of:
* Most of Spain; all of Gaul; Syria with Cilicia and Cyprus; Egypt
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Evolution of Augustan Power

1) First ‘constitutional settlement’ — 27 BC
2) Second ‘constitutional settlement’ — 23 BC

3) Grant of consular power — 19 BC



Consulships
of
Octavian/Augustus

Image courtesy of Peter E on Flickr. License CC BY-NC-SA.
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The Augustan Principate

‘CONSTITUTIONAL POWERS:

From 27 BC:

- Proconsular imperium

From 23 BC:
- Imperium maius

- Tribunicia potestas — powers of a tribune for life

From 19 BC;

- Powers of a consul for life

36



The Augustan Principate

MILITARY POWER:

» 24 L egions spread around the empire

* Praetorian Guard at Rome — 9,000 men



Mausoleum of Augustus, Rome

Image courtesy of GIACOMO BRINGS on Flickr. License CC BY-NC.
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Fig. 165. Mausoleum Augusti. Sezione ricostruttiva (H. von Hesberg).
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Image courtesy of Stelios ZACHARIAS on Flickr. License CC BY-NC-SA. Tem p le of Au gu stus and Rome
Ankara, Turkey

43


https://www.flickr.com/photos/5telios/4055280805/in/photolist-7bqbqs-Y8pt7-62rS8j-62rLkQ-a95obQ-a95NBg-62ryME-62nA1n-62nvMr-62s9DS-62r4TA-62n2Un-7bmnpZ-7bmnMX-azzRet-7bmnGz-a9nCxi-a9prTX

CHTR -1 Nk

© Ancient Anatolia Blogspot. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/fag-fair-use/.



https://mitocw.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/4414756000539-What-is-the-Code-of-Best-Practices-in-Fair-Use-for-OpenCourseWare-

(«A ﬂ/}&"

WK, eﬂrmu 'ﬁ’, %

Q ABS (%
v‘}}ige § A “‘ !
Tong Sdaevrie:
SHEA X .
\Cl e
Bt e g
YR Y2 RS L
RN

{6l ¢
.“("Y“'r’;f S A ‘{J
SOIAT ML v
\F lrr 175 »
g .ll‘{ 4. A0
”*‘bﬂ« e
ATHr )7‘)

p— ——

})

ns o

Wiy ) x{C i..uy 4 \(ﬁ,} f,.kr

mmm i § v‘m{x *“g;g.::- .
MOYBABAERFOE pYIZANGY wmf’m*\m NS
ANZON DT {M;um%i A’"owﬂétmc)rw

iGN TR mG’} 4 YA_CLMNANMPCM

FARENOR moxm{:gm LAY
UNBARIAE ”miu mpyc“ ]

JERRNTEYEIENID) TATROYA R, '}'{“s'H
¥ N *K't N"‘;’Pt JH

MBS ZONG A ;
V»ﬁg ; ww: 143 JEMQ{ c&'p .

g b £ ) ay plr
,-”’A .”‘“ /‘\41 ah
!""a'l\ i( 15\ :

Y } )31. {l »l
HNFM CQF-I{,.

(i}ii/‘ ’\f'lf“ ;

A YAy

.\1?\5 ™
/':4]‘*"1 /' '4

AR o\ 7
% tJ.xA/dEn YT },

:ﬁ) A5 fﬁw' ':_,«_ I f
xlfd f’ ’?‘i:’" /\ A‘x ’;,.u

4\3 %

) =
(X : “-',,,« H* & s
g A .‘ ‘;. ..

N'"' EATANTA

(ACOSE ]

.’

o

A R -~ i

» e s . ¥ e / P
Sl ¢ R o, ‘

5 & -

f“”’r

Ae vM

4 ,‘lfﬁif an

Z& :

Irf ..‘xf
(SRSERE 11\
IR G
AATHE E A,

- Y

© Ancient Anatolia Blogspot. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/fag-fair-use/.



https://mitocw.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/4414756000539-What-is-the-Code-of-Best-Practices-in-Fair-Use-for-OpenCourseWare-

MIT OpenCourseWare
https://ocw.mit.edu

21H.336 The Making of a Roman Emperor
Spring 2023

For information about citing these materials or our Terms of Use, visit: https://ocw.mit.edu/terms.


https://ocw.mit.edu/
https://ocw.mit.edu/terms



