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Suetonius, Augustus 79

“The expression of his face, whether he was
speaking or silent, was so calm and serene that
one of the leading men of Gaul confessed to his
fellows that he was so impressed and won over
that he abandoned his plan to throw the emperor
over the cliff, when he was admitted to his
presence as he was crossing the Alps.

His eyes were clear and bright; he liked it to
be thought that they revealed a godlike power and
was pleased if someone who regarded him closely
then lowered their gaze, as though from the sun’s
force.”

Suetonius. Lives of the Caesars. Translated by Catharine Edwards. Oxford University Press, 2000. © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. This
content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/fag-fair-use/.
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Portrait of Augustus

From Meroé, Sudan
British Museum (1911, 0901.1)
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Apollo riding a Griffin

Athenian wine cup, 380 BC
Getty Museum (82.AE.43)

Image courtesy of O.Mustafin on Wikimedia Commons. License CCO 1.0 Universal Public Domain Dedication.
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