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so THE ENGL1SH CORRESPONDENCE

mind from ite steady guardianship of thy love. Dut the
flames of that love burn the stronger in me, since 1 know
that, through the merita of thy prayers, I have come to a
hacbour of some quiet, And so, again I humbly beg thee,
deign to offer thy jatercession before Geod for my poor
gelf, that 1is grace may keep me sale under thy
protection.

I would also have thee know that The Sufferings of
the Martyrs, which thou didst ask to have sent thee, I
have not yet been able to obtain, but T shall send it when
1 can. And do thou, my beloved, send to console me
what thou hast promised in thy kindest of letters, some
gelections from the Holy Seriptores.

T beg too, that thou wilt offer holy massea for my
relative ***, who wae dear to me beyond all others. With
this messenger I send thee now fifty ahillings and an altar
pall, because 1 could not get latger gifts, Dut these,
though smalt, are scnt with my fondest love.

Fare well throughout this life in sanctity and *love
unfeigned. " !

t 3 Cor, vl 6.
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23 v
Daniel, Bishop of Winchester,

.«S?w meany be thould we in
Christianity, 723-712%,

instructs Boniface as 1y
converting the heathen 4o

To Boniface, honoured and
servant of the people of God
'_.n.m‘p_nrczm_.- my beloved Urother and fe
h _.—a_na a_..n» 9_5: dost deserve the firat re

10 trusting in the might of the faith hast n

the stony and hithe
: 1to barren h
working them .mﬁ_naa_w with o._u_...._._a “._._,a__._n Pehen, nd

preaching “dost strive 1 ugh of gospel-
ferti © change them by daily toil ;
oﬂ. ”__” _.unqo__?.—_.n_&. £0 that the words owwp__na_“wa ””___ into
e n._sama_zﬂ may be applied to thee, s J.“.a_ et and
tion o_,u.ﬂm a the wilderness 1 and ehe rest n“. e o
o n?” .M_Eaa_“.n_ prize will come, not ca..__._z._uw Eun__“““
. hat aid they can to such holy and = "

sapply the needs of the ning work,

svondi preachers with the e
ponding means of strenpth, that they may be ea nn“._”o

beloved leader, Daniel,

How-prieat, 1
ard of virtue,
boldly attacked

1
va Isa, xl, 1; Man, i, 1.



£

" the obatinacy of ignorant minds. Thou

5t THE ENGLISH OO_ﬂ_ﬂmmwOZGmZom

wake up the task of prenching thue begun and to beget

spiritual sons for Christ.
Hence, owt of devotion and goodwill, I have sought to
make 10 thy prudence a few suggestivns, that thou mayst
know, how best in my judpgment to overcome promptly

shouldat aot offec
opposition 10 them concerning the gencalogy of their falee
gods, Thou shouldst suffer them rather, to clzim that
begotten by others through the intercoursc of
then thou canst show that gode and
¢ the mannec of men were
they existed not before,

they were
man and woman |
goddesses who were born afte
‘men rather than gods, and in that
fad therefore n begioning.

When they have learned perforct that the gods had 2

beginning, since some weve born of others, they must be
asked whether they think this universe had a beginning of
wistence, Ifithad a beginning, who created
y they cannot find for the gods begottent
ment of the universe any place where
these could subsist and dwell ; by the univesse | wmean not
merely the visible earth and sky, but the whole extent of
space, which the heathen themeelves can graep with the
imagination. But if they maintain that the universe
isted without a beginning, scck to refute and
by many atguments and proofs 3 if they g0

wasalwaysine
it} For certainl
before the establish

always ex
convince them
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“..H_ “M._..:M“a:_a:..m_..n”__n _"._._n_s" Whoruled it? How did they
; heir i
&M..m_”: a universe -_..u”ﬁuwmaﬂnu w-“nma_..ann .._.._“.MM.” wz_n“«ﬁh.:r..
“m:_zﬂ_ ”Wﬂ_ and when was the first god or woa_a_oa-_._on““m
o s st _E.:n_._w Do they suppose that the gods and
oddes s__..n_ beget other gode and poddceses? If the
==_...__un_.. o_. ﬂ”aaq c‘”__.___w have they ceased ? I they do :.H
o ot gods must now be infinite : and who mn the
unknown to .._,.M___.“M_-“_.n “M ”..a“.ﬂ b o e b
n must i _
“”M awm__.._.. A“M H‘ni_m.._w the strongeat. U”a __“vn_._u__ ”._“Ma_m._”_”m
o oﬂ:?.. worshipped for temporal and present _u_...o...q
.n_...—.va or o n_.. a»m:._"._.n_.z. foture reward? If for a
e ~r ) __ em __w:..a in what respect the heathen g
happic hs h.___ —m he —A.u__:-:.u...u. What apain do the rnu:_..”
méin to co er hy their ..sa-mmnnn upon their gods, wh
pave all ¢ _ﬂ.nu under their sway ; or why do the on_o
feave ::E.p. e power of those subject to them to ._nmmn_a.
what it _._noano—_cm.nqw If they need such things, wh
- =w- »A_nu_un_qn- have made a better choice ? —ﬂ.
T L] h.nn them, the 13_.,_." are wrong to suppose
that ! pods can be appeased with such offerin
) ! ga of
nu__“.___n“n “_cn.:a._uu ard many like them, which it would
o long to enumerate, thou shouhist propnse to
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no irritating or offensive manner, but with the
And from time to
w, that

them in
greatest calmnese and maoderation,
time their superstitions should be compared with o
;2 Chriatinn, dogmas, and touched upon indirectly, eo that
the heathen more ovt of confusion than exasperation may
blush for their absurd opinions, and recognize that their
detestablc rites and legends do not escape our notice,

f would also be natural to infer that if their pods ate
omnipotent and beneficent and just, not only do they
reward their worshippers, bot punish those who deapise
But if they do bath in the temporal order,
why do they spare the Christians, who turn nearly the
whole world from theic worship and overthrow their
satstcs ! And these too, that is the Christians, postcas
Ihe fertife landa and the provinces fruitful in wine and
olives md overflowing with other riches, and have left
them, that is, the heathen with theic gods, only the frozen
lands.in which these latter, banished from the whole
world, are wrongly thought to hold sway.

I'here must be constantly brought before them the
supremacy of the Christian worlkd : by comparison, those
who persevere in the old-time vanity arc very few.

And that they may not boast of the away of the gods
ovet these people na legitimate and existing always from
the heginning, point out to them that the whole warld

them.
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was pi i
Ny —M,.“._“o”_.q_“-unnoo_m_ﬂn_.umo_._w of idols umil, ifluminated:
. ninipotent i
“Ma_u”_“n.__— ﬂ_iaa vivified ::o..m___ the Mwu.”“. _.”.n Mﬂ.—” ”““
nrmEan_..a n:.—. Omn_. For when among Christians the
Pk p“u.—._ e faithful are baptized daily, what do they
e cw—. ”__ ” _._.n:...@n___n__ ....:m__.. from the uncleanness and
gatle of w_, ganism in which the whole world was once
. H”n”M H—m_.::w-_ I have sought out of lave for thee to bring
oy oot n...”.n__o._w_.. I am so weakened by bodily illness,
e .r“.".. q..__ y eay with the pralmist: I know, O.
:::.._ hy ._#.z_w:..a...: are right, and that Thou in
nu ulness has afflicted me.”  Wherefore do I the more
) _”“”a__”_” entreat thy reverence to pour out, together with.
n..._:.nm..mao ‘”.i__ thee serve Christ in the epirit, prayers and
P ,ra or  me, that the Lord whe made me
rnk the wine of sorrow may hasten with His tend
mercy ; that as He punished justly so He may gracio _n_.
w»&o:. and of His goodness suffer me to sing in:. z,._._um_“”W
“”u -_..M verse of the prophet: * According to the =..._.w_:..
® of my sorrows in my heart Thy comforts have given

Joy to my soul”1 |
. . pray that thow mayst F :
Christ and remember me, dear _,n__o_.?_u:nwn-. e well in

' s, xclif. 15,



£E

70 THE ENGLISH CORRESPONDENCE

my dearest sister, may, mother and sweet lady, to pray
for me conmantly, because for my sina I am worn out by
tribulations and disturbed much more by anxicty and
mental care than by bodily toil. Be sasured that the
old confidence between us mever fails. Farewell in

Christ.

OF SAINT BONIFACE 7

13 X

Boniface commends himaelf to the love of Nothelm, Arcl-
bishop of Canterbury.)  He acks bim to send the guestions of
Saint Augustine and Saint Gregory's replies.  He wishes to
bnoeo if it is wnlonoful for a man ts marry a woman Jor

whote son he bar stood sponsor at baptiem, and in whal -

year the first priests were sent by Saimt Gregory inlo
England. 735,

‘To Archbishop Nothelm, dearly beloved manter,
wearing the robes of the highest priestly office, Boniface,

" poor servant of the servants of God, sends greetings of

undying love in Christ,

1 beseech your holy clemency with my most esrnest
entreaties, that jou should deign to remember me in your
__o_w. prayers, and seek to make secure in a harbourage of
unshakeable rock the ship of my mind buffeted by the
waves of many storma among the people of Germany, and
that, just as your ptedecessor, Atchbishop Berbtwald of
honoured memery, bestowed his pacental love upon me

L 235-73%
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when I wan Jeaving my native country, so 1 may be bound
1o you in lraternal communion by a spiritual bond and tie
of love, and together with my comrades in the mission
may deserve 1o be joined atways with you in the unity of
the Cattolic faith and the sweetness of spiritual affection,

Likewise I earnestly beg you to have sent to me a copy
of that fetter wherein, it is said, are contained the questions
of Augustine, the first bishop and first missionary of the
Eoglish, snd the replics of the Pope Saint Gregory.
Among other points, it mentions that the faithful of the
third depree of relationship are allowed to marry, Would
you examine too, with all possible care, whether this
letter can be proven to be that of Saimt Gregory or not,
because it was not found with other copies of the Pope’s
lettera, so the libiarians say, in the library of the Roman
Church?

Moreaver, T seek your advice about a sin which I have
committed unwittingly, by yielding to a man i regard to
his matriage, The case was this: A man tcok 2 woman's
son at baptism, av often happens, and raised him for hie
own son, and when the boy"s mother afterwards became a
widow he married her. This the Romans claim is a sin,
and & mortal sin at that, and require divorce under such
circumstances, They declare that during the time of the
Christian emperors a crime of this sort was to be punished

»
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by death or perpetual exile. Wherefore, if you can find
this counted such a great sin in the decisions of the
Catholic Fathers or in canon faw or in Holy Scripture
iteelf, inform me of the reference, that I may understand
by my own judgment whosc authority supports this decree ;
I can in no way comprebend why in one case spiritual
kinship in marriage is such a preat sin, when all of us
become in baptism sons and daughters of Christ and the
Church, and thereby brothers and sisters.

I must ask you also to tell me in what year from the
birth of Christ, the first missionaries sent by Saint Gregory
came to England. Farewell,
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32 XI

Boniface sends gifte to P chibelm, Bithop of Huviterne,
He asks whether it is permitted for a man to marry @ swoman

for whose son he bas been sponror at baptism.  About 735-

"o his venerable and beloved fellow-bishop, Pehthelm,
Doniface, humble servant of the servants of God, kind
grectings of love in Christ.

With heartfelt entreaty, ;e beg of your parental
clemency and goodness, that, as is needful amidat thene
dangers, we may be aided by your powerful prayers, and
that since the German sca is dangerous for those who
navigate it, we may come through your prayers and the
guidance of the L.ord, without spot or stain upon the soul,
to the shore of eternal peace; and that while we are
toiling to offer the light of the gospel-truth to the blind,
who know not their own blindness and wish not to sce, we
may not be wrapped in the darkness of our own sine, nof
run, not have run in wain, but that, supported by your
prayers, we may strive in purity and light towards the
splendour of eternity. We have sent you fome small

e
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gifte in token of our love, a sacrament cloth ormamented
with white spots znd a towel to wipe the feet of the
servants of God. These we beg of you to accept a3 &
remembrance of wve.

About one thing too we wish to hear your counsel and
judgment.  The clergy through the whole of France and
CGaul, as well as those who speak for them, declare, that a
maa is guilty of the greatest crime in marrying a widow
for whose son he has mood sponsor in baptism. ‘This
kind of sin, if it really is one, I did not know of before,
and I have not learned that in the cawon law or in the
decreea of the pontiffs, in the writings of the Fathers or
the apostles it is put in she Jist of sine. Therefore, if
you have found it discussed anywhere in the writings of
the Chbech, be sure to tell me, and give me also your
dpinion on the matter.

That you may advance in afl holy virtnes and long
enjoy health is my wish in Christ.
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34 b 411
Boniface reminds Abbot Duddo of their old Sriendsbip,

He asds bim 1o send tveatives on Saime Paul, and 1o
inquive awhy a man should be forbidden to marry a ewoman
Jor whese son be bas stood sponsor in baptism. 735,

To his dear son Abbot Duddo, Boniface or Wyafrith,
servant of the servents of God, kind greetings of love in
Christ,

1 desire thee, my beloved son, to remember the
maxim of the wise man who aaid, ** Hold fast to an old
friend,” 1 and not to forget in ape that old friendship,
which we began and keptin youth, but to hold in mind
thy father now grown lecble, whose limbs are turning into
the way of all carthly things. Though | was a teacher
too little learned, yet as thou didst thyself allow, I
soupght to be devoted to you above all, Mindful of that
devotion, have pity on an old man worn out by the storms
of the German sea which buffet him on all sides; raise
me up with thy prayers poused out to God, and #id me

! Ecclestasticus fx. rq4: Ne detelinquas amicum antiquom,

R—
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withthe Haly Scriptures, and especially with the spritual
treatives of the Fathers,  The spiritual treatise is recognized
an being the instructor of those who read the Sacred
Scripturer. I ask thee to send me as an aid 1w my know-
ledge of divine things a part of a commentary on Saint
Paul, which T lack. I have commentaries on two of his
Epistlen, the one to the Romans, and the first to the
Corinthiane. 8o too, whatever thou shouldst find in the
library of thy church and think useful but unknown te me
or not in my postession, inform me of it as a faithful son
would an unlettered parent, and send me, as well, thine
own notes.  And should it please thee, let us 50 arrange
between ourcelves that whatever . . . . my son, Eaba,
the priest who carties my letter will te}l thee about the
marriage of a mother to 2 man who has stood sponsor for
her soh at baptism.  Search in the Scriptures why this is
judged by the Romans to be a capital crime ; and if thou
findest any discussion of this sin anywhere in the writings
of the Church be sure to make it known to me.
I wish thee health and prosperity in Chriat.
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also, beloved, that Boniface, our archbishop, when he
heard of our arrival, himec!f deigned to come far to meet
us, and to receive ue with great kindnees. De aesured,
indeed, my fricnda, that our toil i not vain in the Lord,
and that the reward thereof will come to you, for the:
Omnipotedt God, through Hia mercy and your meris,
grants a gdod issue to out Jabour, though the life here is
in every respect dangerous and hard, from hunger and
thirst and cold, and the attacke of the heathen, Where-
fare, § bep, pray diligemtly for us, * that utterance may
be given unto us,” ! and that our labours may abide and
bring forth fruit.

Farewell in the Lord. Give my greetings to the
brethren in the circle, especially to Abbot Ingeld and our
community, and tell my mother Tetta and her sinterhood
of our safe journey. I beg of you one and all, with
humble prayers, to alternate with us in carnest intercession,
and wish that the divine clemency may keep you mfe to
pray for us,

: Eph. vi. 19,

OF SAINT BONIFACE [y

63 XXVI

Nwa._am.m.ann consults Daniely, Birhop of Wincheter, about
arseciating with bad pricsts.  He atks thot a do?a_n. of the
prophets copied by Abbor Winbert be secwred for him,  He
sends gifts, and offers bir sympathy te Daniel, wha is troubled
avith hir eyes. 742746, -

T'o his beloved master, Bishop Daniel, Doniface, servant
of the servants of God, affectionate greetings c... love i
Christ. "

._p is 2 recognized customs among men, that when some-
thing sad and gricvous has happened to them, they should
seek zolace or counsel for the anxious mind, from those in
whose friendship or wisdom: and attachment they put the
w...nw.as. wrust.  Trusting after this manner in your proved
ﬂm.n_o_: and friendship [ unfold 1he troubles of my wear
mind and seek counsel and comsolation from your piet ,
There befall us, not merely in the words of the u_vo-zw.
“ .mmr-m_..ma without and fears within 1 but an_:m._wh
within »s well as fears, due eapecially to false priests
and hypoctites who are advecsaries of God and rush m.u:u

1 3 Cor, ~ll, 3,
12 s
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destruction themaclves and mislead the people by nc-..z_._a.m
scandale and varied errora, saying to the people in the
wotde of the prophet, ** Peace, peace; when there is no
peace’* 1 and the sced of the word, wken from the
bosom of the Catholic and Apostolic Church and 3:..__2.&
to ug, which we seek to sow, they atrive to oversow with
cockie and suffocate or to convert into & banciul weed,
And that which we plant they do not water :::.: may
grow, but try to tear up that it may die, o,a,n::ﬂ. and
teaching to the people new sects and errors of divers kinds;
some * abstaining trom food which God hath nz.n__nﬁ_. to
be rectived''?; some, feeding only on honey _:._.ﬁ_ milk,
reject bread and other foud ; some actually declaring, and
this greatly harms the people, that _..cawnmmaJ and adulter-
era, even though they persevere in their crimes, can yet
become priesta of God. T'he people, in the words of ,__.u
apnstle, * will not endure sound doctrine, but n_..nw:-rn.n
own luats will they heap to themselves teachers,” and
the rest®

When sceking protection and aid in the court of the

Franks, we eannot abstain from —HZE..»_ contact with
b

such prieats or keep apart from them an the canons enjoin,
though during the celelration of the holy mass in the

L Jer., v, 14, . Tim. §v. 3.
2 Tlm, lv. 3,
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eacred mysterics of the body and blood of the Lord we
have no association with thei. But their counsel and
approval we avoid, for to such hen our toil and struggples
with the heathen and with a mixed and fowly muhitude,
seem quite zlien. Nay more, when out of the fold of
Mother Church any priest or deacon, cleric or monk
departs {from the way of faith and truth, then, together
with the heathen they break out at once into abuse of the
sdns of the Church; and this is & terrible obstacle to the
gdspel of Chriet’s glory.

Whherefore, in all these things, that without injury to
our schls we may complete the couree of our ministry, we
seek, first of all, the intercession of your paternity before
God.  And thiough Him we beg you with the maost
earnest prayers, to intercede for us that the merciful Con-
soler of those in sorrow may deign to keep our eouls, amid
aach starma, unharmed and safe from sim.

Concerning the above mentioned intercourse with thesc
prieata T crave to hear and ohey your wise connsel.  With.
out the protection of the King of the Franks I can ndither

_..c_n_me peaple of ...mr Church nor n._.”..m:._n_ 'rm;mi....n_- and

clergy, the monks and nuns of God 1 nor can | avail to

check even the heathen rites and the worship of idols in

Germany without his mandate, and the fear of him.  But

when, sccking aid for these causes, 1 come to him, 1
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cannot, as the canon law requires, by any means avoid per-
sonal contact with such men, cven though I may not take
counsel with them. 1 fear guilt from the intercourse,
becanse I recall that, at the time of my otdination, accotd-
jng to the precepts of Gregory the Pope, 1 swore on the
body of Saint Peter to avoid ssmociation with such if 1
could not turn them back to the canonical path, DBut |
fear still more the loss of the teaching which [ am bound
to give to the people, if 1 do not come to the ruler
of the Franks. Deign to point out in these mattera what
your paternity can decide and judge and advise for your
dependent and hesitating son. T think I am really almost
completely separated from them, it, where they are not
cannanical, 1 abstain from common counsel and deliber-
ation with them and from participating with them in the
servicen of the church.

Desides, if 1 may ventore, 1 should like with earnest
prayera to ask for one golace to my mission s that is, that
you would send scross to me the Fook of the Prophets,
which Winbert, of revered memory, once my abbot and
mnster, left when departing this life to the Lord, and
wherein the six prophets will be found written in the one
volume in clear and finished letters. And if God inspires
your heart to do this, you cannot send me anything which
will be a greater comfort tq my age, or a greater pledge

OF SAINT BONIFACE 119

of your reward ; because I cannot pet in this Jand such
a book of the prophets as 1 desire, and with my eyes
growing dim I canoot well distinguish minute and con-
nected letters, 1 ask for this book since it is writien in
auch clearly separated and finished characters.

Meanwhilc 1 am sending you with the priest, Forthere,
this letter and 2 small gift 2» & sign of true love, a cover-
let, not silken, but shaggy, mixed with goat’s-wool, to
cover your feet.

But lately, of a priest who came from your presence to
Germany, | heard of your blindaess. You know well, my

"aster, Who eaid and through whom He said, ¢ Whom

the Lord loveth, He reproveth,” and the rest 1§ and the
=m.o-p_n Paul: ¢ For when 1 am weak, then am 1 atrong,”
and ** My power is made perfect in weakness " 2; and the
writer of the Paalms: © Many are the aflictions of the
lm_:nc:u.: and the rest? You have, my lather, aa
Antony of Didimus is relsted to have said, eyes, with
which Cod and His angels can be scen, and the glorious
deliphta of the heavenly Jerusalem. On this account,
trusting in  your wisdom and patience 1 believe that
God has given you this illness, for the advance of your
sirtues and the increase of your micrits, whereby you

1 Prov. 3. 51 1 3 Cor. xH. 10, 9.
s Py, xxxill to.
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may the better with the eyes of the spirit behold those
things which God enjoins and loves and the lees regard
and crave what God doss not love but has forbidden;
for in this dangerous time what are the cyes of the body
but, for the most part, if 1 may say s0, truly windowa of
sin, through which we either lock upon sins or at sinners,
ot what is worse, through beholding and desiring them
draw the vices to ourselves,

It is my earnest wich that your holiness may have health
and may pray for me, )

OF SAINT BONIFACE rze

64 XXVIT

Danisl, Biskop of Winchester, replies te Boniface. He
urges him to persevere. He discwsses the priestly character
of adulterers and murderers, and the unavoidable fnicroourse
with frdie breshren.  He ttanks Boniface for bis sympathy.
742-746.

To the most reverend Jord, deserving of reverence
from all orthodox Christians, conspicuously adorned with
varicd knowledge and the grace of many virtues, Arch-

bishop Doniface, Daniel, servant of the prople of God,
the most sincere prectings in the Lowd, who reigns
supreme over all the sulmite of the heavens,

When we read thy letter we were much moved by
sorrow because it seems intoferable to those who love, i
» misfortune befalls those by whom they are beloved.
But ziter much reflcction we found consolation in this
thought that the unfathomable guile of the crafty encmy
would never have tried to storm the rites of your faith
with such violence or such varied nasaults of war or error
through the persom of high-placed priess or any othes
reprobates, if he did not recognise in it the excellence of
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greater merit.  And a0 it behooves you, first of all, to
atiend to it, that the plorious undertaking which is, in my
opinion, to be compared with the struggles of the apostles,
be not abandoned because of the snares of those, who,
trained in guile, are accustomed to resist saving doctrine.
Put the burden of difficulties laid upon us must be the
more willingly borne, the more certain we are that for the
saints and martyrs there is in the world only distress, but
in heaven, by the promise of the Lord, the most abundant
recompense. IF only wc have patience in tribulation
we shall deserve to have Him as our helper here, and
there where we shall rejoice with the Lord, as the giver
of our reward, 'Therefore, since thy love has deigned to
seck advice from my weakness, we think it will be helpful,
if with unconquered patience thou dost try to endure atill
further what cannot come without the providence of God.

Wherefore, altliough the danger of attacks from without
is cruel and terriblegatrife within works yet more fearful
harm ;--and at this [ do not wonder, since Jesus Christ
once declared that for His name’s sake, brother must be
delivered up to death by brother, and the child must be
slain by his father and the parents by their children s
though they seek to destroy the work of God by super-
stitious practices in the taking of food, which will perish
a3 surely in the use of men, though, in the pursuit of false

e
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gain, or to win flattery or praise for themselves, and abuse
for you, they falsely promise the people safety, and with
a feigned friendtiness keep repeating the mame of peace,
and according to the prophecy of Tsaiah, call evil good
and good evil*” and the rest?; though they try to choke
the sced entrusted to you by sowing with it the barcen
cockle which, as we shall explain more fully below, it ie
forbidden to root out at any time before it ripens to the
harvest ;—though, I say, to deceive the hearts of the
ignorant they bring forth doctrines hitherto unheard of,
which, when introduced for the moment, are likely to
excape you, excellenly trained in the Holy Scriptures, as
little as the arguments which may fittingly be used agrinat
them ; although, and 1 shali put it brielly, not to delay
thee longer by proceeding from point to point, they try
every wicked and factious argument to harass and
vanquish you, yet, following the example of the eaints
who have gone before, you must at least bear with
perseverance what you cannot cure by correction.
Concerning the priestly character of homicides and
adulterers, who without any repentance, stubbornly persiat
in their sins, the holy canons and the decrees of the
pontiffe give you sufficicnt explanation.  If to homicides,
who at the end of their lives do instant penance, absolu-

I lrz. v, 30,
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tion, that is the grace of communion with Christ, in
granted, how can the care of ruling a Christian com-
munity be entrusted to them while they are yet un-
changed?  But an adulterer, who even late in the day
has not repented of his fust, how can he justly usurp the
prieatly office, when, according to the degreea of Pope
Innocent snd others, he who marries a widow or a
secomd wife, must be barred, not only from the holding
of ecclesiastical office, but even from the clerical state?
And while concessions have been granted because of the
weakness of the flesh, yet adultery is forbidden by ali
authoritics.

From intercourse with false brethren or priests, what
counsel coutd avail to separate thee in bodily things, unless
perchance thou ort to withdraw entirely from this world ?
These persons strive to push in everywhere and slways;
by such dangers the apostic Paut asserted that he was
eninared.  And other founders of the Christian religion
confers that they have suffered the fike or that it must
be borne by posterity.

Thou sayst that thou kecpst entirely apart from them
in the offering of the holy sacrifice, lest thou mightst
scem to give the host to dogs—what Saint Augustine
thought on this we shall work in below with the rest of
the argument~—and that thou dost never dwell among them

-
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ficely, of thine own will and consent, but only from the
force of necessity ; concerning which Jerome? declares:
 In the gospel the will is desived and even if it hae not a
result it does not lose ite reward.”  DBut if, let us allow
for argument’s sake, thou must associate with these in the
taking of lood or in thy habitation, did not He, # whe
came not to call the just but cinners to repentance,” * go
10 the tables of sinners, that he might have the oppor-
tunity of teaching. So it thou must associate with these
s0 far as sometimes to approach the king with them and
beg for the peace of the Church, because these pretend
generally like true shepherds to intercede for the sheep,
let ua firat of all be assured that what was written must
be fulfilled : * Submit yoursclves to every ordinance of
man”’ and the rest,® and ““to all the higher powers”
and the rest.4

Secondly, it must be considered that the parable of the
wheat and the tares is put before us to suppeat the mixture
of good men and bad. And, as Augustine remarks,’
s clean and unclean animals are said to have entered into
the ark. Nor did the unclean animals enter in at will
through a broken corner of the ark, but undisturbed

¥ Commentary on Matt. xi. 3o $ Matt. Ix. 13,
1 g Per. H.ory. 4 Rom. xiil, 1.
" Angustine, Ji« fide ol eberibut, € 49,
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through one and the same door, which the builder had
wrought.  There is not given to the good,” he says,
¢ through these figures and anafogies any counsel of sloth,
by which they may neglect What they oupght to check,
but the counsel of patience, by which they are to bear,
so long as the doctrine of truth is preserved, what they
cannot change.””  And he nays,! ** Wherefore when we
find in the Church evildoers, whom we cannot correct or
repress by ccclesinstical  discipline, then let there not
ascend into our hearts an unholy and harmiul presumption,
whereby we think that we may be ceparated from these,
to ax not to be defiled by their sinn, and that we must try
to bring afier us clean and holy disciples, withdrawn, as
it were, by 2 common bond from the companicnship with
the wicked. Let there come into the mind those parables
from Scripture, which show that the bad are mingled with
the good in the Chorch and to the end of time and the
Day of Judgment, and that no harm will come to the
good from a union and share in the sacraments with them
because they have not consented to their deeds.”

# But since with those through whom the Church is
ruled there ress, without prejudice to peace, the power
of discipline to be exercised against the wicked and
abandoned, then, lest we should sleep in supineness and

1 Augustine, De foe o aperibus, €. 49.
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neglect, we must be roused by the goud epur of the other
precepts which enjoin stern repression. Ar there is a
method of dissembling and of tolerating the wicked in
the Church, there is likewise a way of castigating and
improving them, without losing or driving them from the
fold! - so that we must not grow alack in the name of
patience, nor show undue poverity under the pretence of
diligence,” 2

I shall tcll thee, too, what I have gleaned from the
works of ancient writers; in such dangeroun and barbarous
times it may usefully be committed to memory. 1f,
perchance, in showing such toleration thou art falecly
accused by any one for practising a Rind of pretence or
even deceit, we rcad that a useful simulation may be-
practised on occasion. Employing it Cephas ** withdrew
and scparated himself, fearing them *? and the rest.
And the vessel of clection had his head shorn, and
circumcised Timothy. The Son of God Himeelf made
an though He would go farther, and as though He did
not know what He knew, s it is written in the gospel,
«Who is it that touched Me?™ ¢ and © Where have
ye laid him?'®  And the paalmist changed his counte-

1 Augustine, De fide ot aperiius, €. 4 $ Thid. ¢, 7.

¥ Gat. li. 3. 4 Lu. vl 45,
¥ Sohn xx. 11.
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nance before Abimelech!; and Joseph spoke in jest to his
brothers. So, too, lsracl covercd his loins wnh goat
skima, This he dil that he might be thoupht to be
another than he was; which if studied diligently and
faithfully becomes not a fie, but & mysiery. DBy the goat
skins are significtl the sins and by him who concealed
himself in them in denoted one who bears the sing of
others.

I'hese things we have written to thy Jove with much
hesitation, not thinking thee unacquainted with the ancient
authoritics ot in nved of advice from our ignorance, but in
order that we should not fail to meet thy wishes in any-
thing, and brcause we had fearned that thou hadst difficultics
with powerlul people.  Yer we have spoken, urged on
rather by love nnd obedience than through reliance on our
own skill or courage, murely to explain, not to command,
We should not wish to oppose in anything those who are
beyond measure excellent.

Thine exhurwations 10 bear patiently prievous bodily
illness we have gladly received. And so far as our
strength sutfices, with the help of the Lord, who of His
mercy hae admonishcd us, we shall obey thy helpful
wotds.

"This in your loving kindness you thould know, that

1 Pa. nxxir, 1,
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thouvgh we are scparated by a wide stretch of land, and
the immensity of the sea, and the uneven climate of the
sky, yet we are oppressed by the same burden of suffering.
Batan’s activity is the eame here s there, and so [ dili-
gently beg you, that we vigorously fortify ourselves with
& mutual interchange of prayer, remembering the words
which the Lord has said: ¢ For where two ot three are
gathered together,”” and the rest. !

Farewell, farewell, my hundredfold beloved. 3

1 Mate, xviil 19

" For the last words of the letter, et alia mans, referving

poatibly to a postecript in another Mand, see Neues Archir,
1X, 25, 01,
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65 XXVIII

Boniface arks Eadburga, Abbess of Thanety to pray for
him and for the heathen. 742-740.

"T'o his sister, Abbess Eadburga, to be united with him
by a polden bond of spiritual love and by the pure and
holy kis of charity, Bonitace, bishop, legate of the
Roman Church, greetings in Chridt.

We beseech your Joving clemency with heartfclt prayers,
deign to intercede for ws with the Author of all. ‘That
you may not be ignorant of the cause of this prayer, know
that because of our sins the course of our misaion is
threatened by many storms. Everywhere toil, every-
where sorrow.  * Without, fightings, within, fears.”” !
And most acrious of all, the snares of false brethren
surpass the malice of the heathen, Wherclore, entreat
the sacred defender of my life, the anc safe refuge of
those in trouble, # the lamb of God, who taketh away
the sins of the world,” 2 with His protecting hand to
keep me unharmed, as I pase through the lairs of such
wolves ; that whete there should be found the fair feet of

1y Cor. vl § t John | 29.
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those who carry the famp of the pospel of pezce, there
may not be discovered the footsteps of n_uo.B.o“ who
wander in darkness; but rather that the Father Moat
.Ia_v.. when our loing are girt up, may put burning light
in our hands and illumine the hearts of the Oa_w:am ,
behold the gospel of Christ’s glory. "
Meantime I pray you of your goodness to intercede
for those heathen who have been entrusted to us by the
Apostolic Seey that the Saviour of the world may a_ﬂunnr
them from the worship of idols and unite them with the
-....:._. of their true mother, the Catholic Church, to the
praise and glory of His name % Who will have .a__ men

to be saved and t
truth,” ! © come unto the knowledge of the

Farewell,

1y Tim. W, 4.

Kz



or

e

t6o THE ENGLISH CORRESPONDENCE

73 XL

Boniface awith the other bishops recalls Kibelbald, King
of the Mercians, to wirtue. 945-746.

To the dear lord, King Althelbald, in the love of
Christ to be put before all other kings, who wields the
glorious sceptre of the empire of the English, Bonilace,
Archbishop, legate in Germany of the Roman Church
and Wera and DBurghard and Werberht and Abel u:.h
Wilbalth, fellow-bishops, send greetings of undying love
in Christ.

We confess before God and the holy angels, that
whenever we hear, through faithful meseengers, of your
prosperity and your faith in God and good works before
God and men, then, rejoicing and praying for you, we
return thanks to God, entreating and beseeching the
Saviour of the world that He may long keep you saf,
steadfust in faith and upright in pood works before Q.L
to rule over Christian people.  But when some harm has
befailen you, either from the state of your kingdom of
from the fssue of wars, or when, as is worse, the news of
the perpetration of some crime dangerous to the safety

OF SAINT BONIFACE 161

of souls hax come to our ears, grief and sadness torwre
vs: by the will of God we rejoice over your happiness
and are saddened by your adversities. :
We have heard that thon givest many alms, and upen
this we congratalate thee, because those who bestow alms
on the lowhest brethren in their need, by the truth of the
Gospel will hear on the Judgment Day the meroiful
gentence of the Lord, raying: * Inasmuch as ye have
done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye
have done it unte me: come, ye blessed of my Father,
inherit the kingtom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world.””! We have heard too that thou doat
strongly check theft and iniquity, peejury and rapine, and
art known to be a defender of widows and the poor and
hast peace entablished in thy kingdom, An.l in this too,
praising God we have rejoiced, because Truth ivelf and
our peace, which is Christ, has said : © Blessed are the

peacemakera, because they shall be called the children of

God.”*

But among these reports one Tumour of evil character
concerning your highness’ life has come to our hearing ;
we were cast down by it, and wigh that it were not true.
From many sources we hiare learned that thou hast never
taken a wile in lawful marriage. DBut marriage was estab-

b Mate, xX¥. 34, 40 2 Matt. v. &
M



iy

S

162 THE ENGLISH CORRESPONDENCE

lished by God from the very beginning of the world, and
has been enjoined anew by the apostle P'aul, who teaches:
¢ Nevertheless to avoid fornication, let every man have
his own wife, and let every woman have her own hus-
band.”’ ! If thou hast determined to act thus because
of chastity and abstinence, that thou mayst abstain from
intercourse with a wife for the love and fear of God, and
hast shown this ta be something truly accomplished for
God’s sake, we rejoice thereat; such a course deserves
not blame, but praise. If, however, an many say—God
forbid—thou hast never taken a lawful wife nor preserved
a chaste abstinence for God’s sake, but, undcr the sway
of luat, thou hast destroyed by licence and adultery thy
glory and renown before God and men, wo are greatly
grieved : such conduct must be regarded as criminal in the
eight of God and destructive of your reputation before men.

And what is worse, those who tell us this, add
that this crime of deepest ignominy has been committed in
convents with holy nuns and virgins consecrated to God.
T'here can be no doubt that this is a twofold sin. How
guilty, for instance, in the alave in the mastet’s house who
violates the master’s wife! How muth more guilty is he
who has stained a epouse of Christ, the Creator of heaven
and earth, with the defilement of hie lust! Ae saye the
' x Cor. vii. 1.

.
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apostle Paul: * What!| know ye not that your body is
the temple of the Holy Ghost ? "1 and elsewhere : * Know
ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit
of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple
of God, him shall Ged destroy : for the temple of God
is holy, which temple ye are.””* And again when he
mentions and enumerates the tina he joine adultery and
fornication to the slavery of idolatry : * Know ye not that
the unrightcous shall not inherit the kingdom of God?
Be not deceived ¢ neither fornicators nor adulterers, nor
effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor
thicves, nor coretous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God."?
Among the Greeks and Romans the candidate, before
his ordination, was asked particularly about this sin,
an though any one guilty of it had committed blasphemy
against God, and if found guilty of having had inter-
course with a nun veiled and consecrated to Geod, was
batted from every rank of the priesthood. For this
reason, beloved son, it must be carefully coosidered how
gricvous this sin is judged to be in the eyes of
the Eternal Judge. He who iv guilty of it is to stand
among the slaves of idolairy and to be cam from the
11 Cor. vl 19. 8 1 Cor, lil. 16, t7.

¥ 1 Cor. vl g, to.
LI
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divine service of the altar, cven though he has already
done penance and been reconciled to God.  For our bodies,
consecrated to God through the offering of our own vows
and the words of the pricat, are called in the Holy Serip-
ture temples of God. And so those who violate them
are to be regarded, according to the apostle, as sons of
perdition.  Saint Peter, to check the voluptuous From
fust, saya: ¢ Faor the time past may suffice,” ! and the
rest. So it is written: * For by means of a whorish
woman a man is brought to a piece of bread: and the
adulteress will ‘hune for the precious life.”” 2 And else-

where, ** Men do not despisc a thief if he steal to sati &y

his soul when be is hungry : but if he is found, he shall
restore sevenfoht : he shall give all the substance of his
house. BPut whoso committeth adultery with a woman
Incketh underetanding : he that doeth it destroyeth his
own soul.” 8

It would take too lonf to enumerate how many spiritual
physiciana denounced the dreadcd poison of this sin and
lnid a terrible ban upon it.  Fornication is more grave
and repellent than almost any other sin and can truly be
called a noose of death and a pit of hell and an abyss of
perdition. .

Wherefore, we beseech and appeal to thy clemency,

1 Pet. iv. 3. 2 Prov. xxvl. 6. } Prov. vl 30-38.

-
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beloved son, through Christ the Son of God and His
coming and His kiogdom, that if it be true that thou
livest in this puilr, thou mayest correct thy life by repent-
ance and amend it by purification. And thou wilt reflect
how imjpraper it is for thee to change by licence the image
of God created in thee to the image and likeness of a
devil mblignant, end for thee, whom not thine own descrts,
but the abundant goodness of God made king and
ruler over many, to make thyacll by aclfindulgence a
slave to the spirit of evil, since according to the words of
the apostle whatsoever sin a man has commitied, of this
he is the servant.

Not only by Christians but even by pagans is this sin
reckoned a disgeace and a shame, The very pagans who
are ignorant of the true God, in this matwer observe by
instinct what in lawful and what God ordained from the
beginning, because, while they meserve faithfully the tie
of mairimony for their own wives, they punish fornicators
and adulierers,  In ancient Saxony if a virgin defiles her
fathe's house by aduliery, or if a married woman, breaking
the marriage-tie, commits aduliery, at times they force the
woman to hang herself by her own hand and ¢o to end
her hfe; and sbove the pyre on which she has been
burned and cremated they hang her defiler.  Or ar times
a multitude of women gathers, and the matrons fead the
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guilty woman bovnd thraugh the village, beating her with
eticke and cutting away her garments to the pirdle ; they
cut and prick her whole body with their knives, and send
her from house to houee bloody and torn by the many
wounds ; new tormentors are always joining the band out
of 2cal for modeaty and leave her dead or scarcely alive,
50 that others may have fear of adultery and wantonness.
And the Wends, the most degraded and depraved race of
men, observe the mutual love of the married siate with
such zeal, that a wife, when her husband dies, refuses to
live; the wife is thought deserving of praise, who bringe
death with her own hand and burns on the one pie
with her lsband.

When, therefore, the Gentites who, according to the
word of the apostle, do not know God and have not the
law, do by nature the things contained in the law and
ughew the wark of the law written in their hearts,”!
it in now time that, thou, beloved son, who bearest in
addition the name of Christian and of a worshipper of
the true God, if in the Aower of thy youth thou hant
been defiled by the filth of licence and rolled in the mire
of adultery and plunged in the sink of lust, as in & pit
of hell, shouldst, mindful of thy L.ord, escape from the
snares of the devil and wauh thy soul, stained by foul impurivy.

1 Rom. Il t4, 135,
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It is now time that, from fear of thy Creator, thou
shouldst not presmme to repeat such a sin and to defile
thyself further. Tt is time that thou shouldst epare the
multitade of perishing people, whe, following the example
of their erring ruler, fall into the pit of death,  As many
as we draw by pood example to the life of the heavenly
kingdom, or lead 10 perdition by bad cxample, for 20
many, beyond a doubt, we ghall receive cither punishment
or rewatd from the Eternzl Judge.

Ii indeed the race of the English——as is moised abroad
through these provinces, and i cast up 1o usin France
and in ltaly, and made a reproach even by the heathen—
spurn tawful wedlock and live a foul life in adultery and
licence like the people of Sodom, from auch intercourse
with hatlots, a people degenerate, unworthy, mad with
lust, will be born, and in the end the whele nation, turn-
ing to jower and baser ways, will cease to be strong in
war or steadiast in faith, or honourable betare men or
beloved of God, just as has happened to other peoples of
Spain and Provence and Burgundy : who turned from
God and yielded to fust, until the {Imnipotent Judge of
such crimes allowed avenging punishment to come and
destroy them, through ignorance of the {aw of God, and
through the Saracens.

And it must be noted that under this crime another
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terrille evil lies concealed, which is homicide; because
when these harlots, whether in monasterics or in the world,
have borne in sin children conceived in iniquity, they
genevally kill them they do not Ml the churches of
Christ with adopted sonw, but crowd graves with bodies
and hell with wretched souls,

Besides, we have Leen told that thou hast violaled
many privileges ol churches and monasicries, and taken
from them many reveowes.  And this, il it is true, must
be regarded an a great sin, on the testimony of Holy

Seripture, which says, ©* Whoso robbeth his lather or hia -

mother and saith, it s no transgression, the same is the
companion of & destroyer.”  Our Father, without doubt,
it. God who ereated us, and owr mother, the Chwth,
which gave us spiritval regeneration in baptism.  Where-
fore, he who robs or plunders the moreys of Christ and
the church, will be judged a homicide in the sight of 1he
Just Judpe. Of him some one of the wise has said ¢
e who seizes the money ol his neighbour commite 1
crime; but he who takes Whe money of the church
commita sacrilege,”

And ivia said that thy prefecs and counts use preater
violence and oppression 1owards monka and priests, than
other Christian kinge have ever done Lefore.  Wherefure,
atter the apostolic Pope Saint Gregory sent preachers of
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the Catholic faith fram the Aposolic See, and converted
the race of the Englith to the true Gud, the privileges
of 1he churches in the kingdom of the English remained
untouched and unviolated up to the time of Ceolred, King
of the Mercians, and OQsred, King of the Deirans and
Bernicians. At the supgestion of the devil these two
kings showed, by their accursed example, that theae two
deadliest of sins could be committed pullicly apainst the
evaopelical and apostolic precepun of our Saviour. >._=_
lingering in these sins, namely bust and adultery with
nuny and the destruction of monasteries, condemned by a
juot judpment of God, they were cast down from their
royal thrones in this life, and surprised by an early and
terrible death ; deprived of the light cternal they were
plunged into the depths of hell and the bottem of the
abyss, For while Ceolred, your worthy highness’ prede-
cessor—an those who were present teaify — was feasting
splendidly among his nobles, an evil spirit, which by its
persuasions had seduced him into the andacious ..E.:.ma
of breaking the law of God, suddenty turned him in his
gin to madness ; so that without penitence and confession,
insane and distraught, conversing with the devils and
cursing the priests of God, he departed from this _:.“_._.
asruredly to the torments of hell.  Osred, too, the spirit
of licence drove to lust and the frenzied rape of consecrated
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virging in the convents of nune, until by a mean and con-
temptible death he Jost his glorious kingdom, hiv young
life and impure soul.

Wherefore, beloved non, beware the pit, in which thou
hast seen others fall before thine eyes. Deware the darts
of the old enemy, by which thou hast seen thine own
relatives fall wounded before thee. Keep from the toils
of him in ambush, in which thou has beheld thy friends
and comrades stranglcd and lose both this life and the life
to come. Do not follow the course of these to perdi-
tion. For such, according to the prophecies of Holy
Scripture, are those that have afllicted the just and taken
away their labours. On the Day of Judgment they will

say: ¢ We have erred from the way of truth and the

light of justice hath not shined unto us, and the sun of
understanding hath not rieen upon us’’ ¥ and *"The way of the
Lord we have not known *” and # What hath pride profited
us ; or what advantage hath the boasting of riches brought
ue!  All thase thinge are passed away like a thadow, and
like a post that runncth on, and as a ship that passeth
through the waves, whereof the trace cannot be found:
Or an when a bird flicth through the aic.” 2 And = litde
later : * So we also being born, forthwith ceased to be:
we are consumed in our wickedness. Such things an
Y Bap. v. 6, 7. t Sap.v. B,
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thege the sinnera said in hell : for the hope of the wicked
is as duet which iz blown away with the wind, and as a
(hin froth which is dispersed by the storm § and a smoke
that is scattered abroad by the wind; and as the
remembrance of a guest of one day that passcth by."
And elsewhere: ¢ The number of the daye of man at
the most are 2 hundred years: as & drop of water of
the ¢ea nre thcy esteemed.”” Ali these things on the
authority of Holy Scripture may very properly be com-
pared,  So too James, the brother of the Lord and an
apontle, has declared concerning the unholy rich man : “As
the flowers of the grass he shall pass away. For the sun is
10 sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the
grass, and the Aower thereof falleth, and the grace of the
fashion of it perisheth: as also ghall the rich man fade
away in his ways.” ¥ And Truth itself has uet it forth in
the gospel: * For what is a man profited, if he ehall
have the whole world and Jose his own soul '3
Wherefore, dear son, we beseech thee with fatherly
and humble prayers, not to deapize the counsel of thy
fathers, who, for the love of God, wish to appeal to thy
highness,  For nothing is more beneficial for a good
king than that such deeds when they are proven againat

I Ecclesinaticun xvlil. B. % James L 10, T1.
3 Matt, xvi. 26.
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him should gladly be amended, for, as is said ::.Enr the
mouth of Solomon: “ Whoso loveth instruction, lbveth
And z0, beloved son, putting lonh just
counsel, we beg and pray through the living God and
through His Son Jesus Christ, and throngh the Holy

knowledge.

Spirit, that hou mayst remember, how fupitve is this
present lile, and how rhort and momentary is the delight of
the impure flesh, and how ignommious it ia tor 2 man
with his shart life to leave an evil example for ever to
posterity.  Begin, therefore, 10 order thy life by better
lawe and to correct the past errors of youth, so that here
thon mayst have praise before men and for the luure
rejoice in plury cternal.  "Uhat thy highness may fare
well and advance in good mwoials is owr wish.

1 Prov. xit. 1.,
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74 XLt

Bonifice wrges Herefrith, a priest, to support the leiter
sent to MEthelbatd, King of the Mercians.  He aends gifts.

744747

T'o his beloved and revered brother, Herefrith, priest,
Bonitace, mervant of the servants of God, greetings of
eternal love in Christ,

1 beseech 1thy merciful clemency with the monst earncst
entreaties, that in thy holy prayers thou mayst deipgn to
remember me, even ay, from what those who come from
thee tell me, thou hast done and will de. 5o that the
worda of Saint James the apostle may be fuliilled in us,
when he said, ¢ Pray for one another that ye may be
healed,” and  The {ervent prayer of a rightcous man
availeth much.”’

We, the eight bishops who came together to 2 synod,
and whose namea are added below, in common entreat
thee, beloved brother, that thou shouldst announce and
cxplain the words of our admonition to Aithelbald, King

1 Acts v, 16



