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BOOK ONE

AfOME MEN oF THE WorLb had keft me leeling quite

md Cepremed one day with all their noly werangling.
W [11 thelt Busbnen dealimga they try, wa n rule, to moke
w pay what we obviously do nob gwe thern. In my grief I
retired o a2 qusiet 3pot congenial to my mood, where | sould
condider every unpleasant detall of my daily work and review
all e cases of my soerow ma they crowded unhindzred
belore miy eye,

I sat there for a Yong Hme in silence and was sull deeply
dejected when my dear son, Lhe deacon Peier, came in. Ha
had Leerr & very dear friend 1o me from his eady youlh and
war my companion jn the sndy of aacred Scripture. Sceing
trie 3o sick at heart he asked, ‘Have you mel with some new
mirtortune? ¥Your stem unusually sad.

‘Preter,’ I veplied, "thia daily sadness of mine & always old
and always new: ol by 3 conalant presence, new by i
continual increase. With-my vnhappy soul languishing under
& bunden of distraclions, T recall those eadfier days in the
monastery where all the flecting things of Ume were jn 2
world helnw me, and 1 conbd rise far above the yanitles of

3



4 BAINT GREGORY

life. Heavenly thoughts would fill my mimd, and while still
hetd within 1w hody I passed beyond ils narrow confines in
contemplation. Even death, which nearly everynne rcgards
as evil, 1 cherished an the entrance into lile and the reward
for labor. _

'‘But now all the brauly of that spiritual repose iy gonr,
and the contact wilh worldly men and their aiTairs, which
it a pecessary part of my duties as bishop, has Ieft my scul
defiled with carthly activities. I am so distracted with external
occupations im my conckrn lor the people that even when
my spiril resames its sir[-ving alter the interior lile it always
dacs 5o with less vigor. Then, as 1 compare what [ have lost
with what I must now endure, the contrast only makes my
present lot more burdensome, 1 am tossed about on Lhe waves
of a heavy sea, and my sout js like a helpless ship buifeted
by raging winds. When I recall my Jormer way of life, it
ia 35 though I were once more locking back toward land
and sighing as | beheld the shore. It only saddens me the
more to find that, while flung about by the mighly waves
that carry me along, T can hardly catch sight any longer of
the harbor T have keft.

‘Such, in fact, i1 penerally the way our mind declinea.
First we lose a prized possession but remain aware of ihe low;
then as we go along even Lhe remembrance of it (ades, and
50 at the end we are unzble any longer to recall what was
nnce actually in our possession. ‘I'hat is why, as I have maid,
when we sail too far from shore, we can no longer see the
praceful harhor we have left. At times I find myzell reflecting
with even greater regret on the lile that others kead who
have totally abandnned the present world, Seeing the heights
these men have reached only makes me realize the lowly
statc of my own soul. It was by spending their days in

MHALOGUE DME L]

sectusion that most of them pleased their Creator, And (o
keep them Irom dulling theic spititual fecvor with human

activities, God chose to leave them free from worldly occupa-,

tiony.'
And now I think it will be best if 1 present the conversation
that took place between mn by simply puiting our names

belore 1he questions and the answers we exchanged,

Perten

I do not know of any persons in Ialy whose lives give

“sevidence ol extraordinary spiritual powers, and therelore I

fannot imagine with whom you are comparing yourself so
regretfully. This land of ours has undoubtedly produced its
virtuous men, hat 1o my knowledge na signs or miracles have
been performed by any of them; or, if they have been, they
were till now kept in such secrecy that we cannot even tell
il they occurred,

GRECORY

On the comrary, Peter, the day would not be long encugh
for me 1o tell you about those saints whose halinems has been
well estabilished and whase fives are known to me cither from

my own ohservations or from the reports af good, reliahle
wilheases,

Pereg
Would you do me the ;favnr, then, of saying at least some-

thing about them? Interrupting the study and explanation
of the Scriplures for mch a purpose should not cause Erave

—_—
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cancern, for the ampunt of edification ta be gained [rom 2
deseription o miracles is just as great. An explanation of
haly Scripture teaches us how (o altain virtue and persevere
in it, wherean a doseription of miracles shows us how this
arguired virlue reveals itzcH n those who persevere in.il.
T'hen, too, the lives of the saints arc often more effective
than mere instruction for inspiring us to lave heaven as our
home. Hearing about their example will generally be helpful
i twn ways. In the firt place, a3 we compare ourstlves with
those who have pone belore, we are hlled with a langing
for 1he future lfe; secondly, if we have too high an opinian
of owr own worlh, it makes uzs humide to find that others
have done belter.

GRECOAY

1 shall not hesitate to narrate what T have learncd from
worthy men, In this | am only following the consecraed
practicc of the Scriptures, where it i1 perfectly clear that
Mark and Luke composced their Gospels, not as eyewitnesses,
but on the word of others. Neverthelems, to remove any
grounds for doubt on the part of my readers, I am going
to indicate on whosc authority each account iy based. You
thould bear in mind, liowever, that in some instances I retain
only the substance of the original narrative; in others, the
wards as well. Far if 1 had always kept to the exacl wording,
the crude tangnage used Ly some wonld have been ill suitet
1o my style nf writing. The following narrative [ obtained
from ciderly men who are highly respected,

(1) On the estate ol 1he late Seaalor Venantius, in the
district of Samninom, lived a tenant whote 2an Honoratm,
when only a boy, had cultivated a deep love for his heavenly

MALGCUE OME )

home by the practice of alstinence. Ax he advanced in vidue
he curbed his 1engue [rom idle {alk, and his abstinence lrom
meai enabled him 10 gain mastery over his fleshi. One day
his father and mother invited thelr neighbors 1o dinner, When
the meat was scrved, Honomatus wonkd not take any, prefer-
ring to continue in his sell-denial. His parcats began to fangh
at him and asked, '"Why can’t you ca1l what is sel befure
you? Do yon expect un ta have fish wp heree in the mountains?'
For where they were living fish was not 1o be had.

Just then the supply of water for the meal gave out, So,
as was customary Lhere, a servant took a wooden bucket 1o
the spring to pet some. As it was filling it a fish stipped in.
When he got back and poured out the water in the presence
of all, to theic amazemenl they saw the fish, which was
Jarge cnough to supply Honoratus with foad for an entire
day. Mis parents did not say another word in derision hat
instead were filled with csicern Eor hiv abstinence. Thua the
man of God was cleared ol dishonor ame! ridicule by the
discovery of a fish in that movntainomy wgian,

Hix unusual progress in holiness and the miracles he per-
Jormed soan led Venantiva to grant him his {reedom. Hono-
ratus then built a monastery at Fondi, where he was abhat
of nearly 200 monks and edified the entive counteyside hy
his saintly life,

One time, for example, 2 huge mas of rock had broken
loose [rom the mounlain that tawered high above the monas-
tery and, as it rolted down, threateaed to demolish the build-
itiga aml kill the monks. The holy abhot raised his right hand
toward it and with the sign of the cross oppased jta fall, all
the while invoking the name of Christ. By so deing, as the
devout Lawrence assuced me, he stopped it where it was on
the steep mountaimside, Today the huge rock atill appears
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to ke on the verge of rolling down, far nothing can be seent
there thar would hlock its fall.

I'eTER

I should 1link this sxintly man would have necded some-
one tn instrurt him beforg ke coutd become a S]ﬁri'lu:-ﬂ guil.lt
Jor athers,

GRECORY

As [ar as T knaw he had no one, but then, the gilt of the
Hoty Spirit is not restricted by any Jaw, According to sound
monastic praclice, a person showld not presume Lo becore
a superior antil he has learncd submission; il he does not
know how ta chey, he should not be requiring cbedience of
alliera. Yrl there are fimes when the Spicil dirccts a soul
enlirely {rom within, In such cases the guidance of this divine
I'tacher anpplics {or the absence of any human instenction.

{‘Wml{nr souls, however, must not iry 1o imitate this (reedam
“in their own lives. For if, on the vain presumplion that they,
tney, are filled with the Holy Spirit, they refluse 1o be guided
by another human being, they will ondy become tcackers of
crror. The soul that is really hlled with the Spicit of God
will easily bt recognized by its miraculous powers and humil-
ity. Where these twn signs of holiness are found e pedection
they shaw beyond a doubt thiat God iy truly prescnt, Johin
the Baptist, for example, did not have an instructor, either,
as far ay we can tell from sacred Seripture, Even the divine
Masier, wha in ‘Troth Jtsel, did not make John one of Eljs
disciples as He did the Apostles, whom Fle taught through
1is human presence. Instead, Christ left him free of these

DIALOCUE ONE 9

r‘xu:rnal ties and continued ta instruct him by divine inspira-
tion. Moses, tan, alter being tanght in the desert, received
instruclions frem an anpel, not from a lmman being.' Dut
As [ maid helore, examples like these are rather 1o he adrnir::i
by weaker souls than imitated,

Pz1rn

I'am glad you tliscussed thas point, Tell me, thﬁi:gh, did
any of the seint's disciples later follow in his {ootstepn?

GRECORY

- (2) There was Libertinus, a highly respected man. He
hﬂl:.[ Lliw-.d as a disciple under Honoratwy and rc:ciw:-:.i his
training from him. Laler, in 1he time of King Totita, he
hecame prior of the the monasiery of Fondi, ;'".lthﬂll‘g]l’ the
numerous miracles ascribed to hin by many trustworthy
men are caommanly known, T will add a few that ! heard
Il:m_n the drvout Lawrence whom 1 mentioned previonsly.
']_hl.q ]':awrcnce s still alive and tells me a great deal ahout
'I.:I]'Dt’l'llllu!‘l. for the two had heen intimate friends at Fondi
Che folloswing incident jnst ocewrs to me, .
Libertinus once was going through Samnium, taking care
of some business malters for the manasiery. “:h::n Darida
a Gothic commander, came to the same region 1|.-..*itl1 hi;
army, some of kis men, zecing Libertiius richng past, made
him :Jlsmnunt and robbesl him even of his horse, Falr [rom
showing any resentrment at the boss of the animal, the saiml
man offered them his rider’s whip, also, saying, II‘I[i.'rl:, takz

—_—
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10 SAINT GRECORY

thia, 1on. ¥Yrte will need it to drive the horse.” Then he kmelt
down ta pray.

The zoldiers rode ofl at a rapid pace and soon came to the
Voliurno River, ‘There the horses came to a stop rad would
not go down to the watcr, cven though the ridera struck
them with their lances and dug their spurs into their fHanks
until the blood flowed. Spurs and whips were nseless. A
plurge down a fatal precipice would not have seemed more
terrifying to the horses. Alter the soldiers had worked them-
selves into a state of exhanstion with these wselesy efforts, one
of them remasked that they were suffering this setback
because of the wrong they had done to the man of God.
Without further delay they turmed back to find Libertinus.
He waa siill on his knees praying. Ta their demands that he
get up and take his horse, he anawered, ‘Go in peace, T have
nc need of a horse,” But they dismounted, lifted the protest-
ing prior back onto his own horse and rode off again. This
time, when they reached the banks of the Volturne, the
horses dashed theough the water as though the river hed
were completely dry. And so, after 1his one stolen horse had
been given back te its rightful master, all the soldiers again
received [ull mastery over their own horses.

It wax dnring these years, too, that Buceelin? with- his
Franks arrived in Campania. They heard rumors that Liber-
tinus had large sums of money hidden away in his monastery
at Fondi. 5o, breaking into the chapel; they began angrily
to sheit his name, not knowing that he was lying prostrate
in prayer on the chapel foor. The remarkable thing is that
in their mad search they kept stumbling against him without
been able 0 sce him. Frustraied in their blindness, they lelt
the monastery empty-handed,

T Ife had eniered lialy $n K5%

DIALOGUE OHE ]

At another time his abbot, the successor of Haonoramus,
asked him 10 go to Ravenna to take care of soime business
matters for the monastery. Now, out of vencration for his
aintly master, Libertinus had made it a practice ncver to
ge anywhere without carrying on bis person one of Hono-
ratuy’ sandal. On his way to Ravenna it happened that he
met a woman carrying her dead child in her aoms. She
looked al the man of God and, acting on the Jmpulse of
ber maternal love, seized his horse by the bridle. Then,
invoking the name of Gad, she solemnly declared, ‘You shall
not pass until you have brought my wn back ta lilc?

Libertinus, comsidering such a thing most unusual, was
frightened at the oath in her petition. To complete his eon-
fusion, he discovercd that he could not wrn out of her wiy,
try a3 he would. One can readily imagine the struggle that
went on his heart where the babitual humility of his life
Naw came face to face with the devotedness of a mother. Fear
kept him from attempting to fulfill a request so unwmual,
while a feeling of compasion kept urging kim to help the
mother in her bercavement, But, thanks be to Cied, the pious
mother was victorious in this struggle, and the saint, in
bring ‘ovetcome, gave proof of real strength. For, if the
devotion of the mother had not been sble io conquer his
heart, how could he have been a man of true virtue? So
he dismounted, knelt down, and raised his hands 1o heaven,
Then, taking the mandal from the folds of his garment, he
placed it on the breast of the dead child and, as he con-
tinued praying, the boy camie back to life. Libertinus took
him by the hand and gave him back to his weeping mother.
Alter that he continued on his way lo Ravenna.

—_
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Prrer

How can youw exphain this great miracle? Id 1the merils
\ . Lo
of llonorzivs canse it or \he prayers of Libertinus?

Grppory

It was the virtine of Bolh, comhined with the woman's
faith, that produced thiy striking miracle. And it is my con-
viclioh that Libertinus was alkle 1o perform such a dcc:d
heeanse he had learncd te put greater trust in his mastcr'n
powers Lthan in his awn, Undenbledly he realized thae his
prayer had been answeretl throngh the spirit of I‘l,ﬂnnratur!r
whase sandlal he had plared an the dead child’s breast. Did
ol the Frophet Elisens in like nwoncer have with him the
mantle of Eliaz, hix master, when he eame 1o the Jordan?
He struck the waters hut they ilid mot part. So he quickly
exclaimed, "Where is now the God of Elias?® And siriking
the river with the mande, he opened vp a pathway through
its waters. Now you see, I'tter, how important hurility is
for working miracles. Only when be called upon his master's
name and returned 1o his himble position as a disciple,
conld he excrcise his master's posvers and share in his mar-

~velous deails,
Peren

This is very imieresting. Are there, perhaps, some other
aitifying incidents in hig life that you night tell us?

¥ A Mingr 201,

DIALOGUE ONE 13
GCrenory

There are, indecd, But who i willing to fmilate them?
The virtue of patience they exeenplily iy, to my mind, greatec
than the power of working miracles, One day the abbot who
surcegded Tlonoratus in the government of the monasglery
broke oul in violent anger apainst Libertinus. Not finding
a rod, he seized a fomstool and struck Libertinus on the
head and face, lraving them swollen and disligured. In spite
of the Lruiscs, the saintly man retired 1o his bed without a
wonl.

Arrangemenis, however, had been niade for him ta take
care ol some business for ihe manastety ihe next day, So,

-after the morning office, Libertinng came to the abbot's bed

and hambly asked far the blessing, ‘The abbot, realizing the
great hanor and esteem this mosk enjoyed in the community
ard suspecting that the unjost weatent was causing him
to leawve, asked him where he was guing.

*To take care of the business malters we arcanged yesicr-
day,' answered Libertinus, *I promised to do it today, and
I should now Yke to go and [ulfill my obligation.'

Alter reflecting dreeply upon his pwn harshness and severily
and npon the humility and gentleness of Libertinus, 1he abbot
rose quickly from his cot, knelt at the feet of his monk and
humbly confesscd that he was guilly of sin for having inflicted
crael injurics on a holy man. Bul Libertinus cast hmself 1o
the ground and protesied that the bruises were due to his
own faults and not ihe result of the abhot's severity, This
incident turned out 10 be a lesson in hmility for the abbot,
who therealtcr berame a most geniie superior,

On his way to seltle the business at hand, Liliertinug met
some af his friends and admirers who were much alarmed
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at hiz condition and asked (e reason Tor the broises, Resolved
ta remain trothlol and at {he same time concral the abbot'a
weakness, Libertinus arswered, "Yesterday €vening my own
sinflness cansed me to strike my face against a footstacl.
As a result you ser these swellings” And so without 1elling
a lic he saved the abhot's pood name.

PeTER

Alter hearing all the miracles you selate of Liberlinus, i
it not gquite namral 1o suppose that shere were some in thiy
large comimunily to imitate his virtuous lfe?

Greconry

(3) Surely you remember Felix, the hunchback. He was
prior of the monasiery a short time ago. 1 eecall many of the
remiarkable storics he userd to tell me about the monks there.
Mt 1 must Jeave them nnsaid and get on with oiher matters.
There is anc, however, that I must not pass over in silence,

Al the monastery there was a very saintly man who acted
as gardener, Now a thicl wscil tn come regularly and climh
over Lhe fence and steal his vegetables. Since the holy monk
planted many vegetables which Jic could mot find laler, and
noticesl that seene wete trampled underfnet while others
were stolen, fre made a tour of inspection through the whole
garden and found Lhe place whrre the thief used to eater.
Cin continuing his inspection, he found a serpent and com-
manded it ta follow him. When he came to the thicl’s place
of entrance he znid, 'In the name of Jesus Christ I charge
you e guard this entrance and keep 1he thicf out.’

DIALOGUE GNE 15

Immediately, the serpent streiched itscll {ult length across
the path, and the monk returned to 1he monastery.

Dring the noon honr while all were resling, the thicl
tame. a3 usual, He climbed the fence and just as he was
EOINg to put his foot down inte the garden, he saw the
serpent lying in his way. Terrified at the sight, he {eli
backwards over the fence. But his shoe gol caught in the
pickets s0 that he hung there, head downwards, upable to
right himself. Whea the gardener rcturned he found him
In this awkward position. But belore turning ta the thiel,
the saintly monk spoke 1o the serpent. "Fhanks be to God,’
he said. 'Yon did just as I told you, Now you may go.'
And the serpent crawled away, Then going to the thicf,
he said, *What has happened here, brothee? It i God who
has delivered you into my hands. How did you dare 10 come
0 olten 1 steal the fruits of our monastic labor?” With
this he lonsed the shoe lrom the picket and It the thief
Eenily 1o the ground. ‘Follow me,’ he then told him and Jed
the way to the entrance. There he graciously gave him the
vegetables he had been trying to stea). ‘Go, now,” he said,
‘and do not steal again. W you have need of vegetables,
came 40 me here in the gaeden and 1 will give you with
God's blessing what you are wrongly trying 1o get by thefi,

Perer

I ste now how unfounded my previous inpression was that
Italy had no wonder-workers,
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Fortupatus, the sainily ahbot of the monastery known as
Clicera’s Bath, and some other holy men are the sources for
the following account.

(4) A most devout man by the name of Lquiliu, of the
province of Valeria, was held in highest esteem by all because
ol his great holinest. For this 1eason, too, he had been made
ahbot over many monasterics of that province. Fortunatus
was well acquainted with him, Finding himsell much dis-
trewed as a young man by violent temptalions of the flesh,
Equiliug turned with all the greater zeal to lervent prayer.
One night while he was earncsily begging Ged [or aid in
this maitter, he saw himaclf made a eunuch while an angel
siood by. Through this vision he realized that all disturbances
of the fesh had been taken away, and from that time oo
he was a comnplete stranger 1o icmptations of this kind as
though his body were no longer subject to the tendencies
of hnman nature,

Relying on this virtue, which God had helped him to
acquire, he took upon himsell the gnidance of communitica
ol women just as he had done of monks. Yet he warned
his disciples to be distrustiul of themselves amt not to be too
eager (o follow his example, for they would be the cause of
their own downfall in trying te do what God had no1 given
them the power (o do. -

At the time when cerlain magiciany were put under arrest
in Rome, Basil, whose skill in magic arts was surpasscd by
none, fled te Valeria disguised as a monk. There he ap-
proached 1the revered Castoriuns, Bishop of Amitemum, and
atked to be placed under the care of Abbot Equitius with

8 recommendation for entrance into his community, 5o the
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bishop, taking Basil with him, went to the monasiery and
asked Equilius to accept him a1 a member of his community,
Aler one glance at Basil the holy abbot gaid, 'Father, the
man whom yon recommend looks (e me like a devil and not
a mank.’

To this the bishop answered, "You are trying to find an
excuse o refuse my request.'

‘Ne,' quickly replied the abbot, 't am enly describing this
person as I see him. But that you may not think me unwill-
ing to obey, I will da as you command. And so Batil was
received into the monastery,

" A few days later the man of God went a greater distance

thatt esual from the monastery on his missionary journey
nrging the faithful to turn their hearts Godward. During
his abernce, a nun in one of the convents under his care,
a person endowed wilh 1 brauty that corrupts with the flesh,
took sick, and a high fever caused her w0 become extremely
restless. She no langer confined herself 10 loud shouting but
!Jr.-::aml: hysterical. ‘I am going to die,’ she kept calling,
unless the monk Basil comes immediately to cure me.

In the absence of their saintly abbot the monks would not
let anyone of the community po to the ronvent, least of all
this new arrival whose manner of life they did not yet know.
Insteadt they quickly scnt a message to Equitius, informing
him that this nun was ill with a high fever and anxiously
demanding a visit ivom the monk Basil. ‘The abbot listened
10 the messenger and gave his answer with a knowing smile:
‘1 always said he was a devil and not a monk, Go and bid
him [eave the manastery. Abaut the nun who was sick and
hysterical you need not worry. The lever has lefe her now
and she is no longer asking for Basil.'
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Tle monk rctnrned and discovered that the nen had been
cured when 1he words of healing were spoken.

In this act Equilius followed the example of his divine
Master, who, when invitedl tu attend the ruler’s son, restored
him 1o health hy a word, so that the father went home anml
fnund that his san had been healed the same hour at which
e had heaed from Christ Himsell the lile-giving words.®

n obelience to the abbot's command, the monks with
ane aecord repelled Bagl from the monastery. Later on, this
imposter dectarell that throngh bis magic arts be had fre-
quentty suspended Equitivs’ monastery in mid-air, but had
never been able to injure any of his monks. Not leng after,
he was busrned in death as a magician as a result of the
[erveni zcal of the Christian people of Rome.

One day a pun af this same convent, on entering 1he
garden, found some letuce there which appenled 1o her
taste. Forgetling to say the cnstomary blessing, she began to
eat of it greedily. Jmmediately the Devil threw her to the
gromnd in a fit of pain. The other nuns, secing her in agony,
quickly scnt word 10 Abbot Equitins to came with all speed
and help them with his prayers. As sodn as the holy man
cntered the garden, the Devil, using the nun’s voice, hegan
to justify himscli. ‘1 haven't done anything? he kept shout-
ing. 'l haven't done anything! T was sitling here on the
Yettuce when she came and ate met’

Full of indigaation, 1be man of Ged commanded him ta
depart and vacate the place he held in this handmaid ol
alinighty God. The Devil did so at ance and alter that covld
no longer excroise his powers aver her.

A vobleman feom Norcia by the name of Telix, the father
of Castorins who is now with us here at Fome, noticed that

1 CF Jubn 150,

—
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Equitiua was net in holy arders, yet traveled about from ane
Pplace to another preaching the Gospel most zealgusly. Because
they were good friends, Felix one day asked him how he
dared 1o preach, since he way wot in holy orders and did
Bol have permission from the Bishop of Rome under whase
juriscliclion he was, ?
Obliged to answer sa direct a question, the

np]:::im:d how he lad heen aulhmf?ztd io ’prmthho!;r I":a::r:
mnmt!crcd_wc!l,' he said, ‘alt the objections you are raisinyg.
Hul'rmc night & young man of radiam beauty zllppcnﬂ:d o
me In a vision and placed a fancet on my tongue and said
Hchul:i, I have put my wortds in your mouth. G forth a.nl:i
preach.”™ Since that day 1 could not be silent about Gexd

even il [ so wished.'

I'eten

! should like to know 1he miiracles rf .
ra blessed with God's grace. periormed by this man

Orzoony

The deed depends on the gift and nat the gilt on the
deed; otherwise, grace woull ne bonger be grace. Gifts
precede every deed, cven though the gifty may Le increased
by lh\:: deed that follows. But that you may not be kept from
knowing this holy man's life, 1 refer you to Albinns, the
esteemed Bishop of Ricit, who is wrfl acquainted with it
There are also a number of othee persons whe conld informr
you,

But why do you laok for more deeds when the purity of

§ Of, Jna. 5106 592F.
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liis life was as remarkable as the feevor of his preaching?
The zeal tiat bumed wilhin him 1o harvest souls for God
was strong epough to enable hitn to govern bis imenasterics
and to find time, besides, for preaching in the churches of
the sursounding hamilety and villages and for visiting even
private dwellings, cverywhere turning the hearis of the [aith-
Lul to Jove their eternal heavenly home. His attire was ponr
and mean. Anyone wha dill not 1ecognize him might pass
him by withaut s0 much as rehsrning his grecling. Whenever
he went out ta preach, Ie would ride the poorest beast 1he
monasicry pussessed, Instead of a bridle be used a halter,
and sheepskine scnved for saddle, T'wa leather prouches, in
which he carricd the books of sacred Scripture, hung dawn
from fis shoulders on either side. Whenever he arrived at
2 place, he would vpen thrse hanks and [rom the Tountaing
ol their spiritnal doctring would refresh the minds and souls
of his hearers,

Rumors of his reputation for preaching reachcd Rome,
Scon the clergy of that cily began to comptain, In werds ol
Rattery that corrupt thee who listen 1o their charmis, they
saitl 1o the Pope, ‘Who is this rustic who presumes autharily
1n preach? Ignorant as he is, he dares to usurp a right reserved
for you alore, our apostolic Lord. 1F it s0 please you, let an
order be issued for hin to comie 10 Rome where he will learn
10 nnderstand the discipline of the Chwrch.

Flattery, il it is not immediaely cast from the nyind, casily
captivates the soul of one who i preoccapird with a multitude
of aflairs. And so the Poupe, at the persnasion of the clergy,
gave hit consent to have Fauiliuz sunsuoncd 10 Rome that
he might learn i Yimit his preaching peoperly,

Julian, who was protecior® of the Church rights at the

& An cocleviadtieal offirial whn acied s gpokesman for twe Church
when Wy righn were In question.
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time, and later Bishop of Sabina, was sent to carry out the
cominand. The Pupe gave hin special orders to conduct
Equitivs t» Rome with the respect due 2 man of God and
not to ket him sulfer any ill treatment because of the samMOons.
Eager to comply prompily with the wishes of the clergy in
regard 1o Enuitivs, Jolizn hurried off. Arriving at the monas-
tery, he found 1he scribes busy at their work, hut the abbot
himsell was not thcre. When he asked foe Ablsat Equitius
he was told that he was down in the valley direcily below
the monastery, colting hay,

Now, Julian had among bit servants a proud and insolent
fellow whom he bimself ¢onkl manage anly with difliculty,
And 1his was the one he chose 1o go quickly and summon
the abbot, Hastening to the meadow in a ficrce mood, he
found all the monks busy cutting hay. At his demand g
see Abbot Fauitius, the moauks pointed him oul. But no sooner
had he caught sight of the man of God in the distance than
the servant Telt himsell nvercame by an unusual fear. In
fact, he became weak with terror and could hardly keep
{rom sinking to the ground. Coming 10 the man of God in
this condition he humbly threw bis arma araund the abbot’s
knees, kissed them and announced that his miaster had come
to see him.

Thr abbot grecied him n tormn and said, “Take some fresh
bay with you for the horses, As yru see, ihere is siill a lictle
work to be done. 1 will follow you as sonn as jt is finished.”

At the muonastery, Julian wondered what was keeping his
servant so long. When he finally saw him coming up lrom
the meadow carrying a bundle of hay on his shoulders, he
liccame exceedingly angry. ‘What js the meaning of 1his?
he shouted. ‘F did not send you to feich hay! I told you to
call thr abbot I’
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“The abbot wilf be coming in a short time,’ answered the
boy,

Just then a man in hobnaifed boots, with a stythe hanging
nver his shonklers, came into view. ‘The hoy pointed toward
him, iadicaling to his master that it was Abbot Equitins.
Dislainful of the abbol's rustic appearance, Julian was pre-
paring In give him the recoplion be descoved. But as soon
as the abbat came ncar, Julian felt an gverpowering teeror
m his soul. 1le trembled and s tongue cnukd scarcely
formulale the message e had come to deliver, Nis pride
was lwoken. Gointg forward, he knelt down at the alibots
fect, begged for his prayers, and at the same fime delivered
the Pepe's message sommuoning him to Rame, This news
rvoked a prayer of thanksgiving from (he heart of Ernitins,
wha declared BWimself blessed from heaven by this tHessage
flom his Holiness. e vedered horses 1o be saddled at once
for the journcy, insisting that Juling stact om with him
bmmcdiately. Bt the latter declined, saying that it was fuite
impossilde. Fxhausted as he was, further (ravel on that day
was i of qucstion.

‘You disappoint me, my son,’ replied Equitius. *For if we
do not set out today, tomorrow will lic too late.’ And so the
tiredl exrcator of the Tope'’s command convpebled the servant
of Gad to wail that night at the monastery.

The ncxt day at dawn & messenger, with his horse panting
Irom a long jenrncy, camr to detiver a letirr to Jukian,
It contained an order rot tn franble the servant of God, but
10 leave him at his monasicry, When Julian asked why his
instractions hnd heen veversed, he was told that, the very
night he had set omt from Rome, the Tope had been terrified
in a vision for having summeoned the wan of God. So Julian
rose quickly and, commmending himsell to the prayers of
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Equitius, zaid, ‘The Iloly Father wishes tg spare you the
fatigue of this journcy.

The words geieved the holy ablot. *Did I not say yesier-
day,” he declared, "that if we didt not set out at once we
should not set out at all* Then, as a mark of charity, he
detained the reluctant Jubian at the manastery for a while
o accept its hospitalily in return for the trouble and fatigue
he harl endured,

Now matk well, Peter, haw those wha have leained to
drspise themsclves in this lifc enjoy the protection of God.
Since they are ant ashamed 10 aceept dishenor amung men,
they receive a spiritual rank ameng most honorahle cilizens.
On the other hand, God sces how traly despicable those men
are who, moved by a desire for the empty glory of this life,
plume themaclves with greatness in their own and in their
neighbors’ eyes, 1t is to such that Christ, the Truth, says: "You
are always courting the approval of men, but God sces your
hearts; what is highly esteemed among men is an abomina-
tion in God's sight,?

Peren

I am surprised that the great Pope could have been mislcd
about so great a saint,

GrECORY

Why are you surprised, Peter, that we wha are but human
make mistakes? Have you forgotten that it was David's
teliance on the unteuthfnl wards of a servant that eaused
him 1o pranounce sentenee against the nnocent son of
Jonathan?* And David had the spirit of prephecy, But, since

1 Luke In k5.
8 Of 2 Klags 16.9; 1997,
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David did this, we can be sure that in God's secret judgment
he acted justly, even (hough we cannot see the justice of it
with our human reason. Why should we be surprised, then,
if we who are not prophets are somelimes led astray by
deccitlul men? An important point to consider is that the
mind of a sepecior b distracted by a world of cares, and
once the atiention iz preoccupied wilth a varicty of mattery
it becomes bess nbservant of details, One who is occupicd
with & multitude of alTairs is all the sore liable to be misled
in regard 1o any one of them.

PETER

That is very lrue,
Grecory

I miust also tell you what Valenting, my former abbot, told
me about this holy man LEquiliug, wha, ax he says, lay buried
in the Church of St. Lawrence the Martyr. Onee a farmer set
a box of grain on the tomh without consideration or respect
for the srnowned saint. Suddenly a strong gust of wind
came up, seized the box and hurled it far away, wilhout so
rmch as moving anolher articte in the church ont of place.
This was a clear sign to all that the saint whose body rested
there was a man of great virlne.

Fhe following drtails I heard from the same Forlunatus
who wan menlioned previouslty in my story. He has become
very ddear to me becavse of his age and the simplicity of his
life. When 1w Lombards cotered Valeria, the monks fled
fram Fquitins' monastery to his tomb in the Church of St
Lawrcnce, Wild with rage, the barbarians breke into the
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church and forced the monks out Inia the open, intending
to torture ar kitl them,. With a groan of anguish one of the
marks exclaimed sadty, “O0 blessed Equitiusat Do you want
us o be driven out in thit way? Why do you not come 1o
defend us?

At the sound of his volce, an unclean spirit zeized the
Lombarda, ‘They el to the ground and were tormented
relenibessly until afl, even those outside, came to realize what
was happening, After that, they no longer dared to profane
the holy place. And the saintly man who at thiy time defended
his disciples was later to help many wha fed to his tomb
for aid.

{5} Another siory was tchd me by a lellow bishop of mine
wha had bren a monk in the city of Ancona and had lived
the religions life with exiraordinary zeal. Some of our older
men who come Irom 1here will bear me out in this slatement.

Mrar the city of Ancona there was a church dedicated Lo
5t. Stephen the Marlyr. The sacristan of this church, a pious
man named Constantius, was known {ar and wide [or his
sanctity. Having renounced the things of this warld com-
pletely, he divected his soul heavenward with all the powers
of his miwd.

One day the church’s nil aupply ran out, and Constantius
had nothing with which 1o §ill the lamps, 5a he took water,
poured some into each lamp, and fixed a wick in the middle
as vaual. Then he Bghted the lamps and they all began to
burn as if they were fed with oil. Tey to imagine now,
Peter, how great must have been the merils of the man
who could change the pature of a physical element,
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FeTRR

This is indeed wonderful. Now 1 should like o learn about
the humility it the heart of this man whose life was most
remarkable in external manifestatians of hofines.

GREGORY

¥ou do well in looking among the virtues to find a man's
true spirit, for almest invariably the miracles a man pertorms
cause severe temptations to his spirit. But you will quickly
understand the greatness of Constantivg’ humility if you
listen to but one deed of his.

Parer

Since you have described his miracles so well, I am eager
to hear what you have 1o say about his humility of souf.

{GRECORY

The renown of Constanlius’ holiness spread for miles
around and many people were eagerly looking lor an op-
poriunity ta sec hire. One day a farmer came a great distance
for thiy very purpose. It happencd that at the time the holy
man was slanding on a kind of ladder, busily trimming the
lamps in the church. He was short of stature, Trail and stight
in appearance. The farmer kept asking for someone ta show
him the saini. 50 those who knew Constantius pointed him
ouk. But, as dull minds meassre the gquality of a man by his
physicdl appearance, the farmer could o make himself
helieve that this small and fowly figure was the great Con-

p——
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stantius of whom he had heard so much. In his unlctiered
mind ke could not reconcile what he had heard with what
he row saw. He felt that a person of such a renown could
nol possibly be so small in appearance. Therelore, when the
others insisted that this man really was the saineg, the [armer
laughed in derision and said, ‘T expected to scc a man, b
this Iellow has nothing manly about him.’

Constantivg, overhearing these words, kel the lampa as
they were, hurricd down the Tadder and threw his arms most
alfectionatcly arownd the farmer and with a Friendly kisa
tharked himn for having expressed his opinion so apenly. "You
are the only one' he said, 'whe hay locked at me with open
cyes.

The degree of hnmility Constantiva had acquired must be
jurlged from this act, since it shows the great love he had
[or one who despised him. Tt takes an insult 16 prove our
hidden gualities. For while the proud rlij)oic:c in honars, the
humble are usually happy to be despised. In fact, when they
are litbe esieemed in the eyes of athers, they find good
reason 1o rejoice, becavse then they see that the judgment
they lhave already furmed of themielves is being confirmed.

I'ETEn

‘This man was truly great because of his miracles, but I
ser now that he was even greater by reason of his humility,

{(RECORY
(6) Marcellinuz, ancther saintly man, was Bishop of

Ancona. Becaust he suffered from the gout, walking was
extremely painful for him; sa, whenever necessary, his Irienda
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cartied him from place to place. 1t happened one day that
due to some carclessness a fire broke ont in the city. ﬁ.‘liill
flames grew more and tmore vioknt, prople came running
from all sides 10 put it out, But in spite of all theic ¢florta
to extinguish it, the fire comtinued to spread an-:_i began to
threaten the whole city with destruction. Advancing quickly
into all the ncighboring areas, the conilagration hafl s00n
destroyed a large part ol the city. No one could stop it now,
Then the bishop came 1o the scene, carried by his fricnds,
The crisis forced him o act. Set me down in the path of
ihe fire, he rommanded. They obeyed and put him down
in a place toward which the Jull lorce ol thr fire seemed
to be driving. Now, sirange to say, the flames doubled back
over themsclves as if thereby to indicate that th:f could not
pass cver the bishop. Once the fire was checked at !;hls
puint, it advanced no farther, but graduaily dicd away with-
out causing further desiruction, Now, Peter, cansider what
great sanctity was required for a sick man to sit there and
Ly prayers subdue the flames.

Perer
{ marvel at the thought of it
Grecoxy

(7) Now I will 1cit you a story abamt a neighboying place
as T heard il from Biskop Maximian and the ebderly monk
Eawrio whem you know wetl. Both are living today. Lauria
rcccived his training under the saintly Anastasius in the
mnnastery of Suppentonia near the city of Nepi. Anastasins
himsell was a fricnd of Nonmwosus, the prior of the monastery

——
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which stands on Mount Soracte. These two men, noble in
character and zealous in the pursuit of vistue, living as they
did in neighboring menasteries, freruenily found occasion
to associale with each other. Noonosus in his monastery
lived under a very severe abbot whase harshness hie bore with
remarkahle peace of mind, As prior he showed himseli gentle
and wmild toward the hrethren, while his humility Irequently
soltened the abbot's irascible nature. Since the monastery
wa? built on tup of a mountain, Lhere was not enough level
graund {er planting even a small garden. The only possible
plare was a ledge running along the mountainside, hut this
was oceupied hy a huge rock prelruding from the ground.
One day it aceured to Nonnosus that thiz area might suffice
for raising at least a few vegetables, if only the rock were taken
away. Yct he realized that cven fifty pair of axen could not
move s0 huge a mass. Despairing of human efforts, he turned
te Gad for help. Accordingly, he went (here during the night
and prayed fervenily. In the morning, when his brother
manks came 1o the place, they saw that the massive rock
had been removed, leaving ample room for a ganlen,

At another time the holy man was washing the glass lamps
in the chapel. One of them tell from his hands and dropped
to the floor wilh a crash. Fearing the violent anger of his
abbot, Nonnosus swept the [ragmonts tagether belore the altar
and kneit down in earncst prayer. When he Inoked up, all
the broken pieces had been neatly fitted together intu one
unbroken whole.

In these two miracles he imitated twa other saints: St.
Gregory,' who moved a mountain, and S, Donatus,"® wha
resiored o broken chalice.

N Gregory the Wander-worker [d, Nov 17, ¢ 7o .
10 Bishep of Aremo (mafyeed, August ¥, 162] ,

——r
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PETER
We have ncw miracles, then, in imitation of the old,
GrECORY

1 shnuld also like to point out a similarity belween the
miracles of Nonnosus and Eliscus if you care to listen.

FeTer
Nothing could please me more.
GrECORY

Ome day the monastery’s oil supply had vom out. Since
the new crop of olives was now being harvesicd and the olive
trces in their own orchard bore hardly any Jruit, the abbaot
decided to tet the brethren go into {he neighboring orchards
to Fnd work. In payment for (heir labor they were. ask a
portion of ail {for the monastery. Nonnosus, however, in all
lwmility prevented ¢his feom happening, for he feared 1hat
the monks in gring out of the monastcey ta sock gain would
suller spiritual harm. Therelore, he ordered the few olives
thiat canld be found in the mpnastery’s garden ta be gathered
and pt into the oil pless. Whatever ail they yickded was
to he brought 1o him. -

The brethren did aa he wished and, eollecling the ol in
a small jar, brought it {6 him. Nonnosus tock it and at once
placed it in front of the attar. Then, bilding his brethren
feave the chapel, he knelt down in pray. In a few moements
he ealled them back and asked 1them te pour a litle of the
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blcssed oil knto every far they conld find in the monaxiery,
50 that each might contain some of this blessed fluid. ‘T'hese
jars were then clozed. The neat day when they were opened
they were Touml full of oil™

Pzrer

Every day of our lilc we see the fulfiliment of our Lord’s
words, ‘My Falher has never crased working, and T toa
muast be al work,™?

CRECORY

(B) Anastasius, whom 1 tclerrcd to above, was at that
time a notary of the Church a1t Rome, which, by the grace
of God ix now in my care. Desiving ta devote ol his time
tr Gad alone, be gave up his public pusition I orkr to
live the monastic life at Svppentonia, the monastery [ men-
tioncd al the opening of this story. Having apent many years
there in great picty he ruled it with uttoest care when he
was made its ahhat.

A steep mountatn rose to a great height over the monastery
and below it fay a decp chasm, Now, when the timc had
came for God to reward the lahors of Anasiasius, a voice
wax leard one night calling Trom the {op of the clilf in
prolonged tones, ‘Anadlasiug, come!’ Immediaicly alter that,
seven other maonks were calted by mame in Lthe same way,
A short period of silence followed and then the voice sum-
raoned ancther monk. Since the whole community leard
these names clearly spoken, there was no doubt in the mind
ol anyone thal death awaited 1hose whe had been thus snm-

11 CL A Kingr 417,
12 john 3107, --
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moned., Witlin a fow days Anastasius died, The others were
simunened in the order in which they had‘bm:n callcd: The
brother whose name was heacd alter the intesval of s1l€l'll::;
continued 10 live on for a few days after the others had
passed away, then he, too, -:limlt 'I':m monks now pnderston
there had been a period ol silence. o
Wi;-}‘,l:“ a remarkalble incit!;;nt had nccurred at J"m.asiasum death.
One ol the monks, not wishing to be lelt hur:.lun:iE ha,t.i come
10 kneel at his bedside, pleading tearfully with him, L:mf the
Jod whom you are going o face mmn.,' hc had said, ‘1 I[:n:g
you fr1 me depart from thia wotld within seven days aber
you have passed away.! He dird ahout a week after ﬂm}s-
Lasite. Now, since his name had not been called by t!u.- voice
{renn the €liff, it was evideal 1hat the snintly Amnastasius h!1m-
<lf had oblained for this discipte of his the grace of following
him so quickly to cternity.

TeTER
Since this monk was not summoned with the others, yet
was taken out of the world 1hrongh the prayers of t!m holy
Asaastasius, what am 1 1o conclude but that great saints are
somelimes able to vbtain what God has nat predestined?

CGRECORY

By no means! Holy men’ cannot ohtain what has mnot

heen predestined, Whatever they accomplish through prayer

has been prctlrstincﬂ for accomplshment through prayer.
Fven anr predestination to heaven has heen 30 ondained Lhat
we must exert ourselyes lo attain i, [or it is onby ihrough
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prayer that we obiain the kingdom decreed for us hy God

from all riernity.
PereR

I should like 1o have cleaver prool that prayer can be of
hetp dor predestinalion.

GRECDRY

What I have said, Peter, can be quickly praved. You
know that e Lord said 1o Abeahmw, “Through Isaac shall
your alesceadants be called.” He alwo said 1o han, [ will
make you the Tather of a multitude of nations.' And again
He promiscd him, *T wilt indeed bless you, and will surely
multiply your descendants ax the stars of ihe heavens, and
the sands on the scachore"™ From these statements it ia
clear that almighty God intended to increase the posterity of
Abraham through his son Isaac. Yet we read in the Bible,
‘Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife because she was barmen,
The Lord answered Isaac and his wile Rebecca concrived.™?
Now, if the increase of Abraham™ people was predestined
1o come through Isaac, why did he reccive a steeile wile?
Jan we not readily conclude from this thae predestinatiod
i fulfilled through prayer, secing that the onc in whom Gl
predestiner! the descendants of Abraham 1o be muitiplied
was hlessed with offspring in 1his manner?

1% Gen, 2002: 175 22.17.
14 Gen. 2500,
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PeTER

Your reasaning has solved the problem and removed ald

my dotthts.
GRESORY

Would ynu like 1o hear about the saints of Tuscany, thrir
character andl intimate knowledge of God?

T'eTER
By all means! Please lell me abaut them.
Greoory

(9} Ronilace, Bishop ol Yeremiino, was a very s::intl)r man
and a true bishep in every reapect. The priest (.-aud:nh;:
hs many teriackable things 10 say abont him, and :whal; :
gays is all the morc trustworihy htc::mm.: he reccivetl his
iraining under this good bishop and was witness to the evehis

.

ht'lljl:-:r::lwas great poverty in Bishop Boniface’s Ltu_.lrch—n
condition which n npright sanls saleguards the virtae ol
hurility. "Fhe only source of revenve he had was 2 small
vincyard, and even that was one day struck by a severe
lilstormy, Nearly cverything in it was desiroyed. There
remained enly a lew clusters of grapes hlcr:: am{ there on
the vincs. Scemg himsell thus further lnlpuvtrtﬁht:.‘d, 1he:
saintly hishop entered the vineyard and thanked God sincercly
fur 1his mlded deprivation.

Wher the grapes Tegan to ripen, he ot a guard over Lthe
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vineyard lo keep watch as wsral, and asked his nephew,
the priest Uunalantiny, to prepare all the wine jars and wine
casky wilh a fresh coating of pitch. Constantivs was very
much surprised at this, Jor he thought it rather foclish to
bother abane wine jars il there was going o be na wine,
Yet he did nat ask the reason far the conimnand, but obedi-
ently got all the vessels reatly for use.

Having gathered the grapes and brought them to the wine
press, the man of God ordered cveryone Lo leave the storchonse
except a small bay who was to stay there with him 1o trample
out the few handiuls of grapes. As the juice began to flaw from
the press the hishop caught it in a small vessel, Dy pouring
a little of it inte each of the jars and casks that had heen
prepared, he put a blessing upon all of them. Then he asked
Lonstantius to have the poor gather round the wine [ress.

" At ance the wine began 1o flow abundantly nmil all the poor

had their needs well supplied, After that the hoy came out
afl the wine press, and the bishop, having locked and sealed
the door of U storchouse, returned to his church,

Two days later I called Constantius again and, alter
saying a prayer, opened the door of the storehouse. The jars
into which he had poured only a few drops of wine were
now lilled to the brim. In fact, they would have averflowed
and 8owded the entire soom with wine had the histiop
waitedl oulside a moment longer. With a stera countenance
he commanded the priest not ta disclose the miracle to any-
one as long as he, the buhop, was sill alive. Wo doaht b
feared that he would became worthiless in the cyes of God
il this miracle was to Iwing him honar and esteem from
men. Tte wished 10 follow the example of our divine Master,
who commanded His disciples ta 1cll no one the ihings they
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hatl seen until the Son of Man had risch .I.mm ihe dead,'®
thereby instructing us jn the ways of humility.

PeETPR

T have been Tnoking lar an apportunity to ask why the two
Llind men who had teir sight restored by Christ went out
and “talked of him in all the conniry round™® after they
had been expresdy commanded Lo tell no one. Did the mirl:,h
begutten Son, co-cternal with ihe Falher a|_1d the Holy Spirit,
express sn this instance a wish beyond His power to Tulfill?
Was it impossible for Him to keep this miracle hidden?

GRRCORY

Every act of our Redeemer, perlormed through 1is human
halurg, was meant to be a pattern Jor our actions, so that
in fullowing His footsteps accortling 1o the measuer of our
ability we might walk unfalteringly along the path of ouar
present Fifework. And so our Losd, having performed the
miracle, commanded the two men to tefk no one, and yet
He could not stop them from spreading the !amF of il. 'I.'he
prirpose of This was to show His disciples that, in {nlln.wmg
the examyde of Flis teaching, they should have the witl to
Femain hidden in Ahwir great deeds, but that their holy lecds
should e made public against thew will, for thr h:nclﬁt ol
others. ‘I'hus, the ilesive to keep thgir goad works Inrlflr.n
worll be an cxpression of great humility, while the inability
to korp them so would bring great profit 1o others. Chur
Land, then, did not will anything that He was powerless to

15 4.0 Rfant. 179,
14 Maic. 08I,
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Tul; rather, in his position as teacher, He showed his
tisciples by example what they should be willing to do and
whal should be done in their regard even against their will.

PeTER
I am delighted with yous explanation.
GRECORY

There are still a few deeds of Dishop Noniface that should
be included here, since we are giving his life story. Once,
shortly before the feast of the martyr St. Proclus, Fortunaluy,
a nobteman ol the city, carnmily requested the bishop to
stop at his house tor a meal alter Mass at the martyr's shrine.
The man of God could not refuse Lhis charitable invitation.
S, after Mass, he went to dine at Fortunalug® home. Belore
they could sy grace, a man wilth a monkey appeared at the
dnor, clashing bis cymbaly. He was one of the popular
minstrels of the city who made his living Ly this kind of
entetlainmient. Annoyed at the sound of the cymbals, the
holy man exclaimed, *Alas! That poor wretched & dead! HHe
is dead, T say. I come to taldec and, hefore 1 have opened
my mouth Lo pray, this man wilk a monkey at his side is
alrcarty playing cymbals, Nevertheless, e charitable to him,'
he added, ‘and give him something to eat and drink. DBut
be assured, he i dead.”

The unlortunale man was reccived into I1he honse and
given bread and wine, tmt as he crosed the threshold tn
leave, a large stone fell from the roof and struck him an the
head. Prostrated by the blow, he way raised half-dead from
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the: ground., The next day he dicd, And so the bishop's words
d.
wc‘:ruit“z:incf'ctcr, great Teverence ia due to haly men hcca;:ﬁ
they arc the templcs of God. When a holy man it prn;o t;‘l
{0 anges, no less a person it angered than He who {“Th.:
in that temple. We must, therclore, fear the Anger 0 ;
just from a finn comvinetion that the One who s prcﬁ;;\
‘a0 ihem haa Tull power to isflict whatevey vengeance et
maﬁytt:ﬁ;ﬂ time, the priest Crm.fla_ntim, having aolt! hlqs
harse, deposited 1he twelve gold solidi he rﬂ‘:cw:d for it m
his money chest for safc keeping. One day whilc he was aw:}r
on business several pror peoplc came }lncxpccttdl-,r to t ;
house Lo beg for alms. The saintly llor‘nfacc, unable to ﬁr:d
anylhing in give them, was decply gricved, Ij;nr how cou
he, the Dishop, tim these wretched poar trom his door :ﬂpg-
handed, Then he remembered that his ntphc:u hiad sols ':s
horse and put the moncy away in a rhest, Filled with hoty
zcal, the man of God broke open the thest, .m-ok the !1':'{‘.[\'6
gotd picces aml distributed them among his ponr wsunr::i
When Canstantius cune back and saw the chest !'.lrni:::n an
the maney gone, he hegan i shout and scokl nngrjljr: Every-
one can live peacclully in this house except me. For me that
is 3 iblct’
" :lr!;rlluﬁunmntinn brought Lhe entirc !mmchuid_tu the scene.
The bishop tricd to calm hia :m;ill::ﬂ nephew 'I:\I'lth reassucing
words, but received only ahusive “languagr. in cetuen. CAll
otlers can live hore quictly,” he was tnld.k‘ﬂut For I‘lﬂ‘.,lhctl:
i ace w your house, Give me back my moncy.
) EI}I::::Iy [liﬁllI::rKd at these words the hishu? tmlvk refuge
in e Clurch of the Blesed Virgin Mary, htnn.dmg there
with the lolds of his garmeni siretched out over his extended
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arms, he begged her to give ki what was neesled to apprase
the anger ol the irate pricst. When he loaked down again
at the npen Inlids, he saw there, 1o his astonishnient, twelve
solii shining brighily like gold {aken directly frony the fire.
Leaving the Church at once, he threw the gold pieces into
the lap of the infuriated pricst. ‘Here,” he saild, “yon have
Ihe money you demmand, It mark my word. Because of your
avarice yon shall nul suceeed me as bishop of this church!

This sentence proved to be true. The pricst, ne doubl, was
laying asiic the money Lo ohiain the episcopal sce. The words
ol the God-learing bishop prevailed —Constanlins never be-
came bishap, ol cnded his lifc as 2 pricst.

At another time two Gaths eame in Bishop Boniface asking
hospitality. They were going ta Ravenna, they saul. The
bishop gave them a smal wooden rask of wine 1o drink on
the way with their meak. They dank of this every day until
they came to Ravenna, and continued 1o do so during the
{ew days they spent there. Finally they came back to 1he
veneralle bishop, careying the cazsk with them. 'They had
n=ed wine every day, yeu il had never Iailed thom, just as if
this litlle wooden rask itscll were the source of wine, not a
mere conlaiacr being refilled.

An clderty ceric who camie from the region a shert time
age also told me ahout Dishop Donilace. His aceount is woirth
repeating. One day, on entering his garden, the bishop founel
it covercl with caterpillars. Sccing all his vegolables going
Lo yuin, he tureed to e caterpillars and saicl, 'l adinee you
in the name of our Lord God, Jesus Christ, depare from
heee andl stop eating these vegetables' In alwdience 1o his
wvoice all the caterpillars, down 10 the very last one, disap-
peared rein the garden.

But why should anyone e sorprised to hicar what this
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man i as hishop, when he was standing high in dignity
nefore the Locd and [oll of manly virtues? The deeds of his
hoyhood, as they are eclated by the elderly cleric, cause even
greater astonishment.

While he wan still at hooe with his mather, he would
sonietimes leave the honse and later return wilhout his coat
ar even without bis shiet, for, as sonn as he saw anyone o
nerd of clatlies, he woutd give 1 his own. By divesting e
body in this way, he wished 1o rlothe his soul in the sight
ol God with merits [oy heaven, 1is inother [requesity rebuked
hire For this, Lelling him that it was nol right tn give bis
garncnls o Lhe poor when he himscll wan in necd.

Going tn the granary one day, the mother Tound that her
con had distiibuied in alms to the poor ahnost alt the wheat
she had starcd up that year for the family. The thought of
having Jost a whole year'a food supply nearly drove her
(rantic. Bomilace, the chill of God, sccing her in such dislress,
tricd to console her as well as he knew how, But she wauld
nat Vuten 16 Bim. So he beggad hrr to leave the granary.
Mcanwhile, he kneit down leside the small pile of wheat
that stilt remained and prayed [ervently. Then he invited
Lis mather 10 come back again into the granary. Tt was now
filled 10 the top with a sapply of grain smuch grenter than
heforr. Moved ta compunclion by this mivacle, the mather
thereafter arged her son Lo conlinue giving [recly, since his
prayers were 5o quickly and =0 abnndantly answerced,

Wpniface uscd o tend his mothee's hens i a yand near the
houte. Feequently a (ox would come fram his den nearby
aned carry off snac of the flock. One day when the by
Bomilace was standing in the yard, ihe fox came a3 usual
and ook one al them, The boy quickly ran inlo 1he church
and fel) on his knew: 'O God,' he praved in a louwd voice,
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‘can you he gaiisfied to see me go lungry at my mohbers
lablc?_ Lovk! A fox is eating vp all cur hens!” The moment
he finished the prayer he ran oul again. Almast immediately

the fox came back, opened his j
jawa to Irce the h
fell dead at Bonilace's [eet.  hem wud

I'eTer

How wounclerlul hat Gad stould answer the prayers of

those who hope in Him, even when they pray for childish
lavors!

CrEGOMY

It in the way ol God’s providence, Peter. 1le graniz ua

_wmany litle lavors ta increase our hope for greater ones. In

this case, He Dheant the simple request of an upriglt little

Loy in arder to teach him complete confidence in petitions
ol greater moment.

PeTER

I'hiat is a charming expfanalion,
GRrEnory

{10} lortunatus, Bishop of Tndi, was another man of
greai picly in Vascany. He possessed extraordinary power
over evil spitits, Tor on occasions he wonld expel legions of
them, and, when they tecned  Lheir vielence against  him
persanally, he would crush them with the weapon of incessant
prrayee,

Ome of Forlunatus’ intimale Iricnds wan a2 man named
Julian, the protecior. of our church, whe dicd here at Rome



£2

472 FAINT GNEGORY

a short time ago. 1t way fram him that 1 learned the story
F amn going tn tcll you now, Becaise of their great {riendship,
Julian was olten witness 1o the bishop's daings, amd in later
years he wans to draw examples for our instnglion from his
delightlnl stme of memorirs,

A nable laly n the neighborhood ol Tuscany had =
daughtes-in-law, who, a short time after her marriage, had
heem dnviled 10 come with her mother-in-taw ta the sledica-
L of the Chureh of $t. Sehastian. During the night precedd-
ing 1l dedication she ws unabile Ly alstain from the use of
warringr. This inthigenee cansed her some pangs ol con-
seience it tie morping, you human respect ade her join 1he
procession. 5o, fearing emharrasment in the sight ol men
e than the dread judgmem of God, she accmmpanicdl
her sether-in-law (0 1he dedication of the church. As soon
as the relies of the martyr 54 Schastian were hroughl inio the
chaprl, the guil spirit scized the yong wife and threw her
to the grommd in agony. The priest of the church, seeinp her
wrelihed cemditivn, tock the linen tloth from the altar Lo
cover lier. But the Blevil immediately turncd o him, oo,
for in wishing to hclp the woman b bad cxcecded the
limits of his power. Thiongh this experience, therclare, the
priest was forced to secngnize the incident fur what it Teally
was, ‘The hystanders then carvied the stricken woman it
of the chareh 1 her home, where she continucd to enfTer
Irem these attacks witheut inlerruption. Finally, her relatives,
parsiing hee with misguided human love, entmsted her cure
to magicians whe would niterly mim her saul in Lheir attempt
tr il Ber Winly temporarily with their magic art. Acrorlingly,
the young woman was faken 1o a river angd submerged,
while the magicians with endless fnrinulas Lried to expel the
evil spirit. No sooner had they expelled one devil from her
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by their unholy cralt, than God, who judges all, -allowed

a whale legion to emer into her. Fremm then on jt seemed

that all the devils together were wildly agitaling her Loy
showting and screaming Tucioualy, . '

At this, her relatives came to their senses. They acknowl-
eded their utier tack of faith and agreed to place 1the young
woinan nmder the rare and protection of 11 gaintly Fortn-
natus, Once he hiad accepied respensibility for the woman's
wrHare, the holy Bishap spent many days and nights in prayer.
applying all the diligence and zea) necemary in m-'cr('.nml;
the Irgion of devils standing against him. After sonve days
of Eervent prayer, he was able to give the young woman back
10 her relatives, sound and healthy, wilthout a trace of the
Tormer evil remiining.

At another Lime this servanl of Cod drove an wnelean
spirit onl ol a postowsed man, Toward evening, a {ime when
few men are about, this inclean spirit masquerading as a
stranger waltked np and down the strects of the cily. 'Oh
:what a hely bishop yon have in Forlunatus,’ he kept shuuling::
Sce what he has done! He has thrown me, a siranger, cut
ol my ladging. 1 fook lor a wight's sheher but can find ;mm:
in this cily.,'

‘A man silting at the open hearth in his hame with his
wife and linle son happened 1o hear the voice, aml, curious
“f knuw what the bishop had dense, invited the slrar:gcr inta
bis house to join the family. While they were tatking tngerher
the evil spirit saddenly (ook hold of the itk hoy and cast
him into the hearth where the flames quickly caused his
death. Only too late did the wreiched [ather realize 1hat he
had welconwd inlo Iis own home the evil apirit cxpelled by
Bishop Fortunales, -



rZ

44 SATHT GRECORY
PETER

How was it that the Devil dared to commit such a crime in
this home, sceing that the father kad praciiced toward him
the hospitality due to atrangers?

GrecorY

My dear Peler, many things are good only in apprarance
but not in realily, hecause they do not flow [rom good malived.
“['hal is why Christ says in the Gaospel, "I thy eye s diseased,
the whole of thy body will be in darkness,"17 For an acl which
results [rom an evil intention becnmes bad in itself, thangh
onlwardly it may atill appear good. 1 believe that the man
wivo lost his son while showing hospitality found pleasure
not in his work of mercy, but in the defamation of the bishop.
The punishment which [oMowed makes it clear that the
previous act ol hospitality was not withaut blame, For there
are some who perform their good works in ogder to cast a
shadow of reprnach on thrir neighbors, They are motivated
nat Ly the good they da, hut hy the praise they receive at
another's cxpense. 1 am inclined to jhink that the man who
ivited the cvil spirit to accept hospitality was more intent
on parading his own goodness than on doing a work of
mercy. He wished to appear more righteous than the bishop,
by recriving & person whom the bishop had rejected.

——
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PeTER

W!!tat' you sy in true, for the outcome shows that the
hospitality did not proceed from a pure motive.

{GRECORY

At another time, a blind man who had been brought to
Fortunatus begged for the help of his powerlul intercession.
‘T.h:: request was granted. After saying a prayer, the holy
hishaop made the sgn of the crom on the poor man's cyes
and immediately the blindncss vanished and clear vision was
restored.

There i3 also the story ol a soldier's mad horse. Tt took a
number of men o hold it undet control, and even then it
w:mﬂd fash out right and left trying to bile whoever was
within reach, Once the men had sccured it as well as thr.';q-'
could, they brought it to the man of God, who instantly
made the sign of the cross over ils head. Wich thia, the horse
becamne perfectly gentle, In fact, when the soldier neticed
the swdden and complete change in the temper of his hore
he decided o give it to Rishop Fortunatus as a present. 1']11;
Yatice, however, refmsed to accept it. When Lhe soldier
pcrsis_tcd in his offer, the bishop decided on a happy com-
promise. By paying a fair price he could accrpt the horse
without taking it as a reward [or the miracle. An outright
rejection, hc saw, would only have cavsed the soldicr great
disappoimment. So, following the diclates ol charity, he
boughL 1he horse, though he had po necd of it ,

There is annther miracle | should mention. 1t was refaicd
to me about twelve dayy ago by 2 rather poor obd man wﬁo
had been directed-to me. Since I always delight in conversing
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with ol men, I asked him where he was from. He informed
me that he came Trom the city of Tewli. “Tell me, lhcl::.., my
dear man,” I said, 'did you knaw Bishop Fortunalus?

‘T knew him well,' he replied. ‘ .

‘Do youe know of any miracles he perlormed? [ mntlmml:
“What kind of man was he? 1 would be very happy 1o know.

‘He way lar different from the men al oday, amwcn:r.d
the ol man. ‘Whenever he tumed 1o almigh.ty Gmi.wuh
A renquest, it was answered withaut delay. There 1s one mitrarie
that comes to my mind now. ‘ )

‘Orne lay some Goths passing through Todi on their way
16 Ravenna carried off two small boys [1om an eslate at the
outskirts of the city. When the ncws of this reached !-ﬂrtu—
natus, he had the Goths summoned 10 his.prcsrnm imme-
diately. At first he spoke kindly 1o thern, irying o soften the
hardness of their hearts. Then ke added, “1 will pay you
whatever price you demand, hul brivg back Ihe boys you
carriedl off. Do it as a personal fator to me."

““We ate preparcd to carry oul any request of yours but
ivis,” answercd the ane who appeared to be l];.mr leader.
“We will not give back the beys on any acconnl.” o

“With a mild 1hreat in his voice Fortunatus veplied, "“This
maket me very sail. You da oot hisien Lo your father, Do not
disappoint me, 11 will bring you no biessings.” ,

‘Put the Goths remained elxlurate and Tef without grant-
ing the bhishop's request.

g"l"hn: next !:n-,r, 0‘31 feaving the city, the leadder of the Goihs
paid Fortnatus anather visit, Al the good bishop ccrui:! de
was reprat his previoma request ol behall of the boys. H?l:
Cioth wouldl nul agree Lo restore them. With decp snitow In
Ihis voice the Dishop then said, 1 knew this it will go hard with
you lur leaving me so sadly iisappainted.”
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*Making light of these words, the Goth returned o his
quarters and osdered the boys Lo gn ahead nn harseback with
is men. He himself {ollowed shartly after, When he passed
in front of the Church of 5t Peter the Aposile, his horse
stipped and fell. As a result, the Gaoth suffered a hadly brokea
1ib and had 1o be earried to his lodging. His first thought
was lo have Lhe boys hrought back. ‘Then without rletay he
sent Fortnuatus a short message saying, “Please, father, hid
your deacon conmie to sec me,”

"When the latter arrived at his hedside, the Goth had 1he
hoys brought into the room. Though previously be had uteerly
refused 1o leave them with the bishop, he now presenied
them 1o 1he deacon with the words, “Go and say 1o my docd
the bishop: Becanse you have cursed me, 1 have been siruck

. down. llcre are the Boys Tor whem you preaded. Take them,

and do not lorget 1o say a prayer [or me.”

tAs soon as Forlimalus had the Twys salely in his care, he
gave the deacon some holy water and bade him hurry hack
to the Goth, The deacon went as he was wld and, as he
sprinkled the Goth with the holy waler, a most remarkable
thing happened. No sooner hiad the waier touched his side
than the fractured fb became one solid picee again, com-
pletely healed. The Goth pose from his bed that same hour
and, mounting hiz horse, continued his journey an il he had
sulfcred ne physical harm of any kimd,

"It turnce ol that tha Goth, who in spiie of the ransom
offered had eefused to give up the boys in ohadience ta Uhe
holy bishnp, was compelled by physical soflering 1o give them
back without hnpe ol recompense.’

When the old man had fAnished this story he was eager
tn pass on ta anuther. But some people whom | was instroct-
ing had arrived, and besides it was growing late. So a1 the
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lime T could ot very wel) continue listening to his accounts,
Iways enjoy doing 8o, .
'n"}:':ca:;fitadny?lh: -:lrlr.{ man told me about ancther miracle
of Fartunatus, even mare remarkahle than the previons nnr_{.
Iy the same city of Todi)' he began, ‘l!ﬂ:rc wis 3 n_u:n ;s
cxemplary bile named Marcelios, :whn tived I'I?tm w:]l :1 ‘ u:;
twa sisters. Un 1loly Saturday tvening h::. took sick and dicd,
Since ji was necessary to carry his pemaing a great distance,

Jhe coulil not be buricd the same day. ‘The consequent delay

in the funeeal services gave the two isters time to .hurry Lo
icir revered bishop, Fortumatus, and. pour aut their hca:h
in pricf. “We know that ynu follow in the foolsteps of 1 u;“
hoby Apostles,” tbey sakld, “and_ihnt you clc:fnsn Icpr:hrs ;1::;
give sight 1o the blind. Come with us and bring our br
. 11
bafrl::; ::!a:t very sad news for Dishop Fnrtupal!us and he, toa,
could not restrain his tears. “Ga home again,” he told th:n':.
taml do not insist on this request of yours, lor your hrathr:r:.
death oceneeld by God's decree, which na mat can appose.
With this answer Lhe two sistcrshdqm!tcl.l, lcaving the bishop
irn his friend’s death, 1

al[:“];'::;;'::“rawn of Easter Sumday he summoned i iwo
deacons and went with them to the home ol the dmmslucfl&
proceeding directly to the place where the corpse was [al
out. Theee he knelt down and after praying for some time
ease and sat rlown aear the hody, Then mn a subdu:d1 Ve
he called, " Brother Marcrllus” AL the sound of this low
voice sa near him, the dead man was rn.usu:d as though
awakensd [rom a gentle stumber. Opening hia eyes and look-
ing at the bishap, he said, “What have you done? What ha;rﬁ
you dane?™" The bishop in lurn asked, “What have 1 done!
TFo this Marcellus answered: "Yesterday two people came to
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release e from the body and [cad me to 1he abode of the
blessedt, Torlay a messenger is sent 1o them with the conrmand,
“Take him back, because Bishop Fertunatus is visiting at his
home.” Marccllus quickly regained his strength and lived
for a long time alter this epwode.’

We must not sippese, however, thal he lost the place that
hatl been given I in heaven. Therr is no doubt that through
the prayers of his patron he was abie 1o tlive even more viet-
onsly alicr thes expericnce with death than before it, for he
had always made an camest effort o please almighty CGod.

Rut why rctate all these miracles from the liletime of Bishop
Fortunatus, when even al present numerous wonders are
workeill at the tomb where he lies horied? Here, whenever
people came te venerate his earthly remains with a lively
faith, Fortunatus conlinues 1o Jrive ont devils from possessed
persans and to heat the sick, just as he bad dote doring his
liletime.

Now T wish to rcturn again in my nareative to 1he provinee
of ¥alern, because it is the seene of some remarkable decds
whick were tald me by the Fortimatus whom 1 mentioned
muich catlier in this book™ He still comes to sce ine frequently
and edifics me with stories of the past.

(1'1) In shis province there was a man named Martyrius,
a devout secvant of abmighty God. As a witness Lo his sanctity
we have the following miracle.

One day, when some of the monks were haking hread,
they forgot to siamp the sign of tlie cross on the thaves. Tt
was the cuslom there fo stamp the unhaked Yoaves with a
wooden form which divided them into four equal parts,
Overhearing (he conversation ol bis Tellow monks, Martyrius

1% See alwve, p, I,
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knew that the loaves had not been marked. The loaves were
alrearly in the hot embcers and covered with ashes. Torning
to his companions, ke asked, ‘Why did you not stamp thia
bread? At the aame time he made the sign of the rruss over
the embers, As he did so, a loud noxe like the breaking of a
jar, came from ipside the hot ashes where the Lread was
haking. When the loaves were removed from the fire it Was

" tountl that they lad been stamped with a cros, not through

contact wills a physical ohject, but by the power ol faith.

{12} There is in that region a valley calted Ynterarina, or
Interoctina, its papular nawe. Here the saintty Stverus cxer-
cisead his priesily care over the Church of Dlesscd Mary Ever
Virgin, Mother of God. Dine day he erccived an nrgent sum-
mong {rom (he owner of an estate who was Jying on his
deathhed. The messengers hegged Severus come quickly and
interrede for the poor mam’s soul, so that he might repent
antl die absolved from his sins. Severus, bosy at the time
watcying hia vineyard, tolil the messengers o go back to Lhe
sick mayn, adding that he himeelf would follow in a very short
time. He saw that lhe work in the vineyard would require
ut a few moments, so he stayed long cnough to finish it
hefore sclting out e visit the sick man.

On his way tkeee, he was mel by the samc messenpeTs
returming 1o tim. "Why dit you defay, Father? they asked,
“Flere 3 no nced to Lrouble yoursed any longer, for our
[rienel i now dead’

At this news, Severns trembled with fear and began lomdly
1n accuse limscll of being responsible [or the man's <death.
Will tears in his eyes he arrived at the scene, fell to his
kaces in Trant of the bed and wept bitterly. While e was
s lamenting and afllicting hinsell fTor his sicful neglect,
the dead man suddenly rame back 1o life. At sight of this
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the bystanders burst out in shouts of #mazement and wept
naw for joy. On being asked where he had been and how
he had come back, be said: 'The guides wha led me away
were dreadful creatures. From their mouths and nosirils they
hreathedl a most unbearable fire. While they were leading
me theough a dark region, swildenly, like a beautiful vision
 young man with wings came to meet us and said to m';
.glmlr.s,, "Lcal:ld hitn back again, becawse the priest Severus
is werping and through his tears has i
God lor [?IE soul of lifis man.”’ chiained pardon from
Hearing this, Severus quickly got te lis leet and offered
the powers of his inlercession to help the man do pepance
for his sing. And so, after spending seven days in worky of
penance, Lhe man died a happy dealh on the ¢ighth day.
Consider, therefore, how much the Lord Juved His disciple

Severns only for a briel moment would he allow sadness
to overwhelm him.

Feter

These are traly semarkable cleeds! Up to the present they
were entirely nnknown to me. How & it that we cannot
find men of this type today?

GRECORY

1 helicve there still are many such men in the world
F’rtr.r. One canmot conclude that there are no great sainl;
just hecause no great miracles are worked. The ime estimale
af life, aficr aM, lies in acts of virlue, not in the display of
miracles. ‘T'here are many, Prier, who withouwt performing
mirackes, are not at &ll infecior to those who perdorm them.
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I'eTER

How, then, 1 ask you, can 1 tell that there are some sajnts
who wilhout working miracles are equal to those saimis
who de?

GrRECORY

Surely you know that in the apostolic college Paul was
hrother to Peter, the prince of the Apostles,

PETER

1 do, indeed, and there s no doubt that, zlthough he
was Lhe least of the Aposaties, he labored more than all the rest.

GeEaony

You recall, o, how Peter walked on the watrr, wheras
Paul was shipwrecked on the high seas.? I the very same
element, then, where Tand was unable to prbecced on board
Voard ship, Peter could go on foot. Though these two Apostles
did nol share equally in the power ol performing miracles,
it is clear (hat they have an equal share in the rewardy of
beepven.

PeTER -

1 am mnch piased with what you sy, for 1 realize now
that in these matters one must consider a man’s way of lile,
ot his miracles. But, since miracles are a lestimony to holinesa
of file, 1 beg you not to cnd your parrative Row, but to
contimue nontishing my spirit with these examples of sanctity.

0 o Man. 14.29; Acts 7.0,
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I sh.nu!d be delighted to 1cll you the mirdcles of the saintly
Benedict, thereby bringing honor and glory to cur Redeemer,
but 1he day is nearly spent. So, if we leave these miracles

for ancther time, we shail be free 1o spcak of them at greater
length,



