
 
FROM CHAS. BAUDELAIRE, THE PAINTER OF MODERN LIFE - on the relationship 
between detail and total form in art: 

 
 

In this way a struggle is launched between the will to see all and forget nothing and the faculty 
of memory, which has formed the habit of a lively absorption of general colour and silhouette, 
the arabesque of contour.  An artist with a perfect sense of form but one accustomed to relying 
above all on his memory and his imagination will find himself at the mercy of a riot of details all 
clamouring for justice with the fury of a mob in love with absolute equality.  All justice is 
trampled underfoot; all harmony sacrificed and destroyed; many a trifle assumes vast 
proportions; many a triviality usurps the attention.  The more our artist turns an impartial eye on 
detail, the greater is the state of anarchy.  Whether he be long-sighted or short-sighted [i.e. 
lacking the proper perspective], all hierarchy and all subordination vanishes. 
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