THE PREFACE.

tomake a Chaos. - Fletax’d nor Homer, wor the Divine Virgih
for intereffing their gods'in the Wars of Troy and Ttaly : nein
ther had be'now liv'd, would be have tax’d Milton, as our
filfe Criticks have prefum’d to do, fos bis choice of a fuper-
sataral Argument : bat be would have blam’dmy Author, whe
was.a Chriftian, bad be introduc’d into bis Poems Heathen Dei-
tes, as Taflo 75 condemn’d by Rapin on the lite occaffon
and as Camoéns, the Authar of the Lufiads, ought to be cen-
Sur'd by albbis Readers, when ke brings in Bacchus and Chrift
into.the [ame Adventare of bis Fable. From that which has
been faid,ir may be colleéled that theDefinition of Wit(which bas
Been o often artempted, and ever unfuccefSfully by many Poets’)
is only this, That 1t is a Propriety of Thoughts and Words; or
in-other Ferms, Thoughts and Words elegantly adapred to the
Subjed.  If our Criticks will joyn iffue on this Definition, thar
we may convenire in aliquo tertio; if the will take it as a
granted Principle,’rwill be eafie to put an end to this difpute. No
Man wild difugree from another’s judgment, concerning the dig-
wity of Style, in Heroick Poetry: but all reafonable Men will
conclude it neceffary, that fublime Subjelts ought to be adorn’d
with the fublimeft, and (confequently often) with the moft figura-
tive expreffions. In the mean time I will not ran into their fault
of impafing my opinions onather Meny any more than I'would my.
Whitings on thetr tafle : 1 have only laid down, and that fuper-
ficially enough, my prefent thoughts; and fball be glad to be:
tanght berrer, by thofe who pretenl to reform our Poetry.

THE

()

STATE of INNOCENCE,

AND
FALL oo MAN-
An OPER A

The firft Scene veprefents a Chaos, or & confus’d Maf of Matter ; the Sta
# almoft wholly dark. A [ymphony of Warlike Aﬁ/l{[ick is héard for ﬁﬁi
time s then from the Heavens,(which are opened)fall the rebellions dn-.
gebs wheeling in the Air, and feoming transfi’d with Thunderbolss. .
The bottoms of the Stage being opemed,  receives the Augels, who fall out
of fight. Times of Victory are play'd, and an. Hymn. fung ..)Ingel:
difcoverd 4501{2, brandifhing their Swords. The Mufick ceﬂf;ng andi
the Heavens being clos’d, the Scene [hifis, and on a fudden repr,cﬁm.rI
Hell. Part-of the Scene is a Lake of Brimftone or rowling Five; the-
Earth of & burnt colown, The fall’n Angels appear on the Lake ’!}’in
proftrate; a Tiune of Horrour and Lamentation is heard,:. S

A&. T Scene 1.
Liacifer raifing bimfeif on the Lake..

Luci-F'S this thg: Seat our Conqueror.has given ?
fer. And this the Climate we muft changefor Heavenz:
Thgfe Regions and this Realm my Wars have got .
. This Mournful Empire is the Lofer’s Lot ; "
In Liquid Burnings, or on Dry to dwell, -
Is all the fad Variety of Hell, '
But fee, the Victor has recall'd from far,
T’ Avenging Storms, hisMinifters of War..




(2)
His Shafts arefpent, and his tir'd Thunders fleep;
Nor longer bellow through the Boundlefs Deep.
Beft take th' occafion, and thefe Waves forfake,
Whiletime is giv’n. Ho, Afwoday, awake,
Af thou art he: but Ah! how chang’d from him,
Companion of my Arms! how wan! how dim!
How faded all thy Glories ave! I fee
My (elf too well, and my owti change, in thee. '
Afmoday. Prince of the Thrones,whio, in the Fields of Light,
Led4t forthth® imbattel'd Seraphim to fight,-
Who fhook the Pow’r of Heavens Eternal State,
Had broke it too, if not upheld by Fate;
But now thofe hopes are fled: thus low we lie,
Shut from his day, and that contended Skie; g
And loft, as far as Heav’nly Forms candie;
Yet, not all perifh’d: wedefie him ftill,
And yet wage War, with our unconquer’d Will.
Laucif. Strength may return.
Afm. Already of thy Vertue I partake,
Eretted by rhy Voice.
Lucif. See on the Lake
Our Troops, like featterd Leaves in Autumn, lie:
Firfk let us raife our felves, and feek the drie,
Perhaps more eafie dwelling.
~ Afm, — From the Beacl,
Thy well-known Voice the fleeping Gods will reach,
And wake tl’ Immortal Senfe which Thunders noife
Had quell'd, and Lightning, deep had driv’n within ’m.
Lucif. With Wings expanded wide, our felves we'll rear,
And fly incumbent on the dusky Air:
Hell, thy new Lord reccive, '
Hcaven cannot envy me an Empire here. )
[Both fly to dry Land.]
Afin. Thus far we have prevail'd ; if that be gain
Which is but change of place, not change of pain.
Now fummon we the reft.
Lucif.Dominions,Pow’rs,ye Chigfs of Heav’n’s brightHoft,
(OfHeav'n’s, once yours; butnow, in Bateel, loft)

. Wake

(3)

Wake from your flumber:. Are your Beds of Dowrmry:
Sleep you fo eafie there? or fear the frown :
of ﬁim who threw you thence, and joys to fee
Your abje& ftate confefs his Victory 2 =
Rife, rife, €refrom his Battlements he view
Your proftrate poftures, and his Bolts renew,
To ftrike you deeper down.
- Afm., = They wake, they hear,
Shake off their flumber fir{t, and next their fear ;
And only for th’ appointed Signal ftay. g

Lucif. Rifefram the Flood, and hither wing your way.
Mol from the Lake. Thine tocommand,our part 'tis to obey.
The reft of the Devils rife up,,
andfly to the Land.]
Lucif. So, now weare our felves again, an Hoft
Fit to tempt Fate, oncemore, for what we loft.
T’ o’erleap th’ Etherial Fence, or if {0 high
We camnot climb, toundermine his Skie,
And blow him up, who jaftly rulesus now,
Becaufe more ftrong: fhould he be forc’d to-bow,.
‘The right were oursagain: "Tis juft towin
The highest place; ¢ attempt, and fail, is (in:
Mol. Chang’d as we are, we reyet fromHomage frees;
We have, by Hell, at leaft gain’d Liberty:
That’s worth our Fall; thuslow tho’ wearedriv'n,,
Better to rule in Hell, thanferveinHeav’n,
Lucif. There fpoke the better half of Lucifer !
Afm. *This fit in frequent Senate we confer,
And then determine how to fteer our courfe;
To wage new War by Fraud, or-open Force.
The Doom’s now pait; Submiffion wereinvaim
Mol. And, were it not, firch bafenefs I difdain..
T would not ftoop, to purchafeall above;
And fhould contemnra Pow’r whom Pray’r could move;,
As onc unwortlhy to have conquer’d me.
Beelzebub., Moloch, inthat, all arerefolv’d like thee..
The means are unpropos’d; but ’tis not fit
Qur dark Divar in publick view. fhould fit:s.
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‘Or what we plot againt the Thunderer,
TH Ignoble Crowd of Vulgar Devils hear.
Lucif. A Golden Palace lat be rais'd on high;
To imitate? No, to out-fhinethe Skie! =
All Mines are ours, and Gold above the reit :
Let this be done, .and quick as "twas expreft.

[ 4 Palace rifes, where fit a5 in a Council,
,Luc;'fer, Afmoday,” Moloch, Belial,
- Beelzebub and Sathan,
Mot high and mighty Lords, who better fell
From Heav’n, to rife States-General of Hell ;
Nor yet repent, though ruin’d and undone,
Ourupper Provinces already won,
( Such Pride there is in Souls created frec,
Such hate of Univerfal Montarchy ;)
Speak, (for we therefore meet)}———
It Peace you chufe, your Suffrages declare;
Or means propound, to carry onthe War.
DMol. My Sentence is for War; that opentoo:
Unskill'd in Stratagems, plain force I know :
Treaties are vainto Lofers ; nor would we,
Should Heav’n grant Peace, fubmit to Sovereignty..
We can no caution give, we will adore;
And He above is warn'd to truft no more.
‘What then remains but Battel?
Sathan. 1 agree,
With thisbrave Vote; and if in Hell tifere be
"Ten more fuch Spirits, Heav’nis our own again:
We venture nothing, and may all obtain. -
Yet who can liope but well, fince ev’n Succefs
Makes Foes fecure, and makes our danger le(s,
Seraphand Chersb carelefs of their Charge,
And wanton, in full eafe now live at large,
Ungarded leave the pafies of the Skie,
Andalldiflfolv’d in Zlallelujabs lie.
Mol. Grant that our hazardous attempt provevain;
We feel the wordt, fecur'd from greater pain: »
perhaps
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Perhaps we may provolie the Conqu’ring Foe
To makeusnothing; yet, ev’nthen, we know
That not to be, isnot to be in woe.

Belial. ‘That Knowledge which, as Spirits, we obtain, -
Is to'be valird in the midft of pain:
Annihilation were to lofe Heav’n more:
We are not quite exit’d, where thought can foar.
‘Then ceafe trom Arms;
Tempt him not farther to purfue his blow ;
And be content to bear thofe pains we know.
If what we had we could not keep, much lefs
Can we regain what thofe above poffefs. .

Beelzebub.Heav’n fleeps not ; from one wink a breach would
Inthe full Gircle of Eternity. . be
Long pains, with ufe of bearing, are halfeas’d;
Heav'n unprovok’d, atlength may be appeas’d.
By War, we cannot {cape our wretched lot ;
And may, perhaps, not'warring, beforgot.

Afm. Could we repent, or did not Heav’n well kaow
Rebellion once forgiv’n, would greater grow :
I fhould, with Be/zal, chufe ignoble eafe;
But ncither will the Conquerour give Peace,
Nor yet {o loft in this low ftate we are,
As to defpair of a well-manag’d War.
Nor'need we tempt thofe heights which Angels keep,
Who fear no force, orambafh trom the Deep.
What if we find fome eafier Enterprize?
There is a place, if ancient Prophecies
And Fame itHeav’n not err, the bleft Abode
Of fome new Race, call'd Man, a Demy-God,
Whom, near this time, th’ Almiglty muft create;;
He fwore it, fhook the Heav’ns, and made it Fate.

Lucif. Theard it ; through all Heav’n the rumour ran,
And much the talk of this intended Max :
Of form Divine; but lefs in excellence
Than we; endu’d with Reafon lodg’d in Senfe:
“The Soul pure Fire, like ours of equal force ;
Bur, pentin Fleth, muft iffue by Difcourfe:

: D

We




(6)
We g:e whatis; toMan'Trath mut be brought
By Senfe, and drawn by a long Chain of thought: .
By that faint Light, to will, andunderftand ;
For made lefs kriowing, h¢'s at moré command, .
Afim. Though Heav'n be fhut, that World if it be made
As neareft Heav'n, lies open to irivade:
Man therefore muft be known, his Streagth, his State,
And by what Tenure he holds all of Fate.
Him let us then feduce, or overthrow:
The firft iseafieft; and makes Heav’n his Foe.
Advife, if this attempt be worth ourcare.
Belial, Greatis th’ advantage, great thehazardsare,
Some one'(but who that task dares undertake? )
Of this new Creaturemuft difcovery miake.
Hell’s Brazen Gates he firft muft break, then far
Muft wander through old Night, and through the War
Of antique Chaos; and, when thefe arc paft,
Meet Heav’n’s Out-guneds who fcout upon the wafle:
At every Stition fuft be'bid to ftand,
And fored toanfwer-every firiét demand.
Mol. "This glorious Enterprife——— [Rifing up.
Lucif. Rath Angel, flay;
[ Rifing, and laying bis Scepter on Moloch his head.)
‘C'hat Palm is mine, which none fhelltakeaway.
Hot Braves, like thee, mayfight; but know notwell *
‘Fo manage this, the laft.great Stake of Hell.
Why am 1 rank’din Stateabovethe reft,
If while T ftand of Sovereign Power pofictt,
Another darcs, in danger, farther go?
Kings are not made for eafe, and Pageant-fhow.
Who wouldbe Conquerour, muit ventureall:
Hemerits not torife, whodares not fall.
Afm. The praife, and danger, then, beallyour own.
Lucif. On this Foundation I erect my Throne:
"Through Brazen Gates, vaft Chaos, and old Night,
Tl force my way ; and upwards fteer my flight:
Difcover thisnew World, and newer Man;
Make him my Foot-{tep to mount Heav'n again:

“Then,

[
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Then, in the clemency of npward Air,

We'll feour our fpots, and the digc'le%‘h.’undcrs fear
Withall the remnants of th’ unlycky War, ’

And once again grow bright, and once again grow fair.

Afm. Mfean timethe Youth of Hell ftri&t guzirfi xhiy kee
And fet their Centries to theutmoft Deep, <P
‘That no Etherial Parafite may come ’

To fpu_: our Il},s,, and tell glad ‘Tales at home.

Lucif. Betore yon’ Brimftone-Lake thrice ebb and flow.
(Alas, that we muft meafure Time by woe!)‘ l ’
Tthall return: ( my mind prefages well)

And outward lead the Colonies of Hell.

Your care I much ap}xove; what time remains
With Sports and Mufick, in the Vales and F ield;,
And whate’er Joy fo.fad a Climate yieldé,

Seek to forget, at leaft divert your pains.

Betwixt the firft AR and the fecond, while the Chiefs fit i
the Palaceymay be expreffed the Sports t;f the Devils; a:fFiz[lgtb;’;
and Dancing in Grote[que Figures; and a Song expreffing the
change of their Condition; what they enjoyd before; and how
they fel bravely in Battel, havin dqﬁ!r'ued Viltory by their Va«
lonr 5 and what they would bave done if they had conguer'd.

A& II. Scenct. AChampain Country.

Adam, as newly created, laid on a Bed of Moff and
' ,Fl.awers,’ by a Rock, ool
‘ . Rifing.
Adam, I-;alz am I; or ﬁ"gm whence? For that& ar'ﬁ:'g ]
. now, becaufe I think; b
Or how this Frame of mine began to be, st whence Lcam,
What other Being can difclofe to me ?
I move, I fee; Ifpeak; difcourfe, and know;
Though now [ am, I was not always {0
D2 Then
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