
FINAL PAPER 
Due May 15th. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

 
View the hour-long dance The Catherine Wheel and write a paper of 7-10 pages length 
that addresses this question:  
 
How does the "gold section" of The Catherine Wheel (Tharp, 1981) describe issues of 
gender and individuality? 
 
Focus your essay on the gold section, which is the last 15 minutes of the work.  
(It begins about an hour into the video. The gold section begins with a flashing golden 
sparkler effect that flashes across the screen.)  
How does the choreographer depict gender?  
What kinds of movements does she allow men and women?  
How does she describe social order?  
What does the dance suggest about the culture in which these men and women exist?    
You may base your observations and interpretations on the gold section only; you 
needn't try to extrapolate from the first hour of the work.  
What particular dance gestures (movements) support your thesis?  
Be sure to write about particular dance gestures to support your thesis.  
You must try to describe movement in exact terms, and then build upon your 
description to support your interpretation of the dance.  
 
Your thesis should be informed by some of the readings we have done all semester. You 
should refer to at least 3 but no more than 5 of the readings from the entire semester in 
your paper to articulate your thesis. It’s up to you to decide which 3-5 readings you will 
use. 
 
ALWAYS IMPORTANT: 
You should not retell the dramatic plot of the dance. You should not provide a 
biography of the choreographer, although you may wish to discuss her  
movement aesthetic as you understand it from this work and others viewed in class.  
You may wish to check some source material for information about the choreographer; 
you may consult her entry in the  
International Encyclopedia of Dance at GV1585.I586 1998 in the Humanities Library. 
 
The video is available at:  
http://web.mit.edu/21m.670/www/paper3.htm
 
ALL OF YOU MUST MEET WITH ME FOR AT LEAST ONE SESSION TO DISCUSS 
YOUR RE-WRITE AND THIS PAPER. PLEASE SET UP APPOINTMENTS WITH ME 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. THIS IS A REQUIREMENT FOR YOUR FINAL GRADE. 

http://web.mit.edu/21m.670/www/paper3.htm
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