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24.150 Liberalism, Toleration, and 
Freedom of Speech, Fall 2023
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hot off the press (today)
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From "Free Speech Flag" on Wikipedia. © The Wikimedia Foundation, Inc. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative 
Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.

From "File:Sample 09-F9 protest art, Free Speech Flag by John Marcotte.svg" on Wikipedia. © The Wikimedia Foundation, Inc. All rights reserved. This content 
is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.

Schlott, Rikki. From "Harvard is Named Worst School for Free Speech — Scoring Zero Out of Possible 100," NY Post, September 6, 2023. © NYP Holdings, 
Inc. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.

From "2024 College Free Speech Rankings." FIRE. © 
Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression. All 
rights reserved. This content is excluded from our 
Creative Commons license. For more information, see 
https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sample_09-F9_protest_art,_Free_Speech_Flag_by_John_Marcotte.svg
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From "2024 College Free Speech Rankings." FIRE. © Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from 
our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.

From "2024 College Free Speech Rankings." FIRE. © Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression. All rights reserved. This content is 
excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.

Quick overview of topics

1. The case for freedom of expression

against prior restraint;

the First Amendment: foundational decisions and
dissents;

J. S. Mill’s classic arguments;

non-governmental censorship and ‘cancel culture.’
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Quick overview of topics
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Quick overview of topics

2. The case for limiting expression

the harms of hate speech;

offensive speech;

the harms of pornography;

new dangers in the age of the internet and social 
media. 
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Recent examples of intolerance and censorship

3. Liberalism, Paternalism, Conservatism

Paternalism, pro and con;

Religious toleration, pro and con;

Conservativism against autonomy, immigration, and same-
sex marriage.
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Aims for the course, and civil discourse in the classroom

In this class, disagreement and vigorous debate are good
things.

But equally valued are respect for each other, and
engagement with ideas and arguments rather than getting
personal.

Was the censoring/canceling (etc.) in the cases to follow
justified? Was the censoring/canceling (etc.) in the cases to 
follow
justified?

Answering that is one goal for the class; it will not be settled
today (and no answer is presupposed here).

Each case is different, so it’s possible the answer differs from
case to case.

These summaries are necessarily incomplete; there is more to
each case than can fit on a few slides.



Aims for the course, and civil discourse in the classroom

In this class, disagreement and vigorous debate are good 
things. 

But equally valued are respect for each other, and 
engagement with ideas and arguments rather than getting 
personal.

11

recent examples of intolerance and censorship

Was the censoring/canceling (etc.) in the cases to follow 
justified?  

Answering that is one goal for the class; it will not be settled 
today (and no answer is presupposed here). 

Each case is different, so it’s possible the answer differs from 
case to case. 

These summaries are necessarily incomplete; there is more to 
each case than can fit on a few slides.
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https://reason.com/2023/08/29/jaiden-colorado-gadsden-flag-dont-tread-on-me-school/
14

Soave, Robby. From "12-Year-Old Boy Removed From School Over 'Don't 
Tread on Me' Patch." Reason, August 29, 2023. © Reason Foundation. All 
rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons 
license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.

This image is in the public domain. Source: Wikimedia Commons.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Gadsden_flag.svg
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From "LAWSUIT: FIRE Sues Texas University President Illegally Blocking Charity Drag Show." FIRE. March 24, 2023. 
© Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative 
Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.

© Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons 
license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.

Lodge, Matthew. From "Has Róisín Murphy Been Cancelled Already? Two of Moloko Frontwoman's Gigs are Axed in 
London as Record Label Refuses to Promote New Album and Hands Proceeds to 
Trans Lobby Amid Row over Her Post about Puberty Blockers," Daily Mail, September 1, 2023. © Associated 
Newspapers Ltd. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more 
information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.

From "Róisín Murphy" on Wikipedia. © The Wikimedia 
Foundation, Inc. All rights reserved. This content is excluded 
from our Creative Commons license. For more information, 
see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.

Feingold, Jonathan, Angela Harris, and Athena Mutua. From "The Real Threat to Free Speech Is Coming From the Right." Newsweek, July 25, 2023. © Newsweek 
Publishing LLC. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. Egli, Basil. From "UChicago Professor’s MIT Lecture Canceled After DEI Opinions Spark National Controversy," Chicago 

Maroon, November 8, 2021.  © The University of Chicago. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative 
Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.



the provost wrote:

‘The Carlson Lecture is … an outreach event, open to the public, with a 
speaker who is an outstanding scientist and role model. … it is geared 
to build public understanding of and appreciation for climate science, 
and to inspire young people to consider careers in STEM. …. 

Professor Abbot [is] an expert in mathematical and computational 
approaches to planetary sciences. While all of us can agree that 
Professor Abbot has the freedom to speak as he chooses on any 
subject, the department leadership concluded that the debate over 
both his views on diversity, equity, and inclusion and manner of 
presenting them were overshadowing the purpose and spirit of the 
Carlson Lecture.’ 
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next time

selections from:
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Image courtesy of the US Library of Congress Rare Book and Special 
Collections Division. This image is in the public domain. 
Source: Wikimedia Commons.

Rosenberg, Ian. The Fight for Free Speech: Ten Cases That Define Our 
First Amendment Freedoms. NYU Press, 2021. © NYU Press. All rights 
reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. 
For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Areopagitica_1644bw_gobeirne.png
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