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Today: continuing with Appelbaum, wrap-up discussion of this section
of the course, discussion of paper questions (if desired)
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m Let’s Talk About Sex, Baby: Why biological sex remains a necessary analytic category
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Session Time: 12:15 PM to 1:45 PM

Session Type: Oral Presentation Session
Organizer: Kathleen Lowrey

Participants: Kathleen Lowrey Carole Hooven, Elizabeth Weiss, Silvia Carrasco, Kathleen Richardson, Michéle Sirois,
Kathleen Lowrey

Session Description: While it has become increasingly common in anthropology and public life to substitute 'sex' with
T R A N S IT I 0 N S ‘gender’, there are multiple domains of research in which biological sex remains irreplaceably relevant to
anthr logical analysis. C the transition from sex to gender in anthropological scholarship deserves much
more critical consideration than it has hitherto received in major diciplinary fora like AAA / CASCA. This diverse
international panel brings together scholars from socio-cultural anthropology, archaeol and biological anthropology
who describe why in their work gender is not helpful and only sex will do. This is particularly the case when the work is

concerned with equity and the deep analysis of power, and which has as an aim the achievement of genuine inclusivity.

November 15-19, 2023

With h foci from homi to y artificial ] from the anthropology of educati
m to the deb within ¢ ary femi about surrogacy, panelists make the case that while not all

anthropologists need to talk about sex, baby, some absolutely do.
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Home Discussing sex is no longer allowed at Anthropology conferences
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Sex Identification of Skeletal Remains More Articles+ Contact

September 25, 2023 Elizabeth Weiss, PhD Follow Me on Twitter Stanford Academic Freedom Conference

Dear panelists,

We write to inform you that at the request of numerous members the respective executive boards of AAA and
CASCA reviewed the panel submission “Let's Talk about Sex Baby: Why biological sex remains a necessary
analytic category in anthropology” and reached a decision to remove the session from the AAA/CASCA 2023
conference program(me). This decision was based on extensive consultation and was reached in the spirit of
respect for our values, the safety and dignity of our members, and the scientific integrity of the program(me).
The reason the session deserved further scrutiny was that the ideas were advanced in such a way as to cause
harm to members represented by the Trans and LGBTQI of the anthropological community as well as the
community at large.

While there were those who disagree with this decision, we would hope they know their voice was heard and
was very much a part of the conversation. It is our hope that we continue to work together so that we become
stronger and more unified within each of our associations. Going forward, we will undertake a major review of
the processes associated with vetting sessions at our annual meetings and will include our leadership in that
discussion.

© The American Anthropological Association. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, . . . . . . . .
Weiss, Elizabeth. From "Discussing sex is no longer allowed at Anthropology conferences." WordPress. © Elizabeth Weiss. All rights

see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 5 reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https:/ocw.mit.edu/help/fag-fair-use/.

https://elizabethweiss74.wordpress.com/discussing-sex-is-no-longer-allowed-at-anthropology-conferences/

The New HJork Times

B . Dr.Katja Thieme -+ dr caitlin green (offense archaeologist)
@Katja_Thieme @caitlinmoriah
No, it's not that people fear they will be harmed by possible

: 4 itis not “ideas” that are harmful, it is the well-documented
ideas they might perhaps encounter.

pattern of falsehoods being legitimized by an academic

It's that the claims that will be made are already well known organization platforming faulty and unethical research methods,
and" there are a history and campaigns that use these claims to  \hjch is then cited in legislation that harms, disenfranchises,
undermine the dignitary safety of trans interlocutors. and discriminates in tangible ways

# Moti Gorin @GorinMoti-8h

People who genuinely believe they will be harmed by ideas presented at an
academic conference may have chosen the wrong profession. You cannot be
a responsible researcher or teacher if you cannot tolerate ideas with which
you expect you might disagree. twitter.com/Docstockk/stat...

8:02 PM - 9/26/23
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By Vimal Patel
Sept. 30, 2023

For a big annual conference on anthropology, Kathleen Lowrey, an
associate professor at the University of Alberta, put together
several panelists around a controversial theme: that their
discipline was in the midst of erasing discussions of sex, which
they believe is binary — either male or female.

Dr. Lowrey invited a slate of speakers and called the discussion,
“Let’s Talk About Sex Baby: Why Biological Sex Remains a
Necessary Analytic Category in Anthropology.”

Let’s not talk about it, conference organizers said this week,

removing the panel that was accepted preliminarily in July.

In a joint statement on Thursday, the two sponsors of the
conference, the American Anthropological Association and the
Canadian Anthropology Society, said that they wanted to protect
the transgender community: “The session was rejected because it
relied on assumptions that run contrary to the settled science in
our discipline, framed in ways that do harm to vulnerable members
of our community.”
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Dr. Lowrey said that she and the other panelists were blindsided by
the decision and that none of them had been contacted about any
concerns from the anthropology groups since the panel received its
July approval. In a statement, the panelists said that it was a “false
accusation” that their ideas were intended to harm the transgender
community.

The move was criticized by some academic freedom advocates
who said that the two anthropology groups had caved to political
pressure and proved the panel’s point: that the discipline was
unfriendly to dissenting views on sex and gender.

But Ramona Pérez, the president of the American Anthropological

Association, rejected the attacks. She said the decision had “no

impact” on the panelists’ academic freedom, because the

association was a professional group, not an educational

institution.

Patel, Vimal. From "Anthropology Conference Drops a Panel Defending Sex as Binary," New York Times,
September 30, 2023. © The New York Times Company. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from
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Biological sex, he said, is itself fluid, citing those born with XXY
chromosomes, for instance.

And anthropology, he said in a statement with two other
academics, “tends to resist universal arguments in favor of
understanding humans in all of their variation. Therefore, the over-
prescription of the idea of a biological binary for something like sex
not only ignores the evidence, but goes against the most basic
empirical underpinnings of our field.”

The would-be panelists represented women from four countries,
mostly anthropologists, coming from diverse viewpoints, Dr.
Lowrey said. Several have been at the center of controversies, on
this topic and others, and the speakers said they would have had a
lively debate even without an audience.

Patel, Vimal. From "Anthropology Conference Drops a Panel Defending Sex as Binary," New York Times, September

30, 2023. © The New York Times Company. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons
license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/fag-fair-use/.

Patel, Vimal. From "Anthropology Conference Drops a Panel Defending Sex as Binary," New York Times,
September 30, 2023. © The New York Times Company. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our
Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/fag-fair-use/.

One of the panelists, Elizabeth Weiss, a physical anthropologist at
San Jose State University, said her position was that sex is binary
but gender is not.

Her plan was to deliver a presentation titled, “No bones about it:
Skeletons are binary; people may not be.”

In an interview, Dr. Weiss said that while discussions about both
sex and gender were important and valuable, “our panel’s unifying
theme was that it was important to treat them separately
sometimes. Not always. But sometimes.”

She cited cases where an anthropologist might be interested in the
biological effects of being female — for instance, looking at sex
preferences in infanticide of past populations.

Dr. Pérez said in a letter to the panelists this week that her
association needed to take a closer look at how panels were vetted,
and that it hoped for a “more unified” group.
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THE NEW
PURITANS

. M democratic discourse. The
@\i\)ﬂ result is ruined lives and a
/A chilling atmosphere in which
$Z mob justice has replaced due
process and forgiveness is impossible.

BY ANNE APPLEBAUM

Applebaum, Anne. From “The New Puritans.” The Atlantic, October 2021. © The Atlantic Monthly Group. Al rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information,
see https://ocw. mit.edu/help/fag-fair-use/.

liberalism is supposed to clear a wider space for debate than other
political systems and allow a wider range of personal expression. So
you would expect a liberal society to be slower to cancel, more
inclined to separate the personal and the professional.

The goal [of attempted cancellations] isn't to punish everyone, or
even very many someones; it's to shame or scare just enough
people to make the rest conform.

Douthat, Ross. From “10 Theses About Cancel Culture,” New York Times, July 14, 2020. © The New York Times Company. All rights
reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/fag-fair-use/.

Q1. Applebaum thinks cancellation (as she describes it) is bad, but
what is the problem? Am | not free to avoid talking to you or
associating with you, even if you've done nothing wrong? Isn't a
company free to fire its ‘difficult’ employees who make others feel
uncomfortable, if it chooses? (Note that in the US much
employment is ‘at will," meaning the employer need not have a ‘just
cause" to fire you.) How would Douthat answer these questions?

Attempted cancellations on the right are mostly battles for control
over diminishing terrain, with occasional forays against red-state
academics and anti-Trump celebrities. Meanwhile, the left’s cancel
warriors imagine themselves conquering the entire non-Fox News
map.

Douthat, Ross. From “10 Theses About Cancel Culture,” New York Times, July 14, 2020. © The New York Times Company. All rights
reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/fag-fair-use/.

(Is there any moral to be drawn from this, if it is true?)
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10. If you oppose left-wing cancel culture, appeals to liberalism and free speech
aren’t enough.

to defend a liberal position ... you need more than just a defense of free speech in
the abstract; you need to defend free speech for the sake of some important, true
idea...no merely procedural argument for granting [such ideas] a platform will
sustain itself against a passionate, morally confident attack.

liberals...who fear the left-wing zeal for cancellation need a counterargument that
doesn't rest on right-to-be-wrong principles alone. They need to identify the places
where they think the new left-wing norms aren’t merely too censorious but simply

wrong, and fight the battle there, on substance as well as liberal principle.

Douthat, Ross. From “10 Theses About Cancel Culture,” New York Times, July 14, 2020. © The New York Times Company. All rights reserved. This content is
excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/fag-fair-use/. 21
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Applebaum’s stages of cancellation:
1. People stop talking to you. You become toxic.

2. Even if you have not been suspended, punished, or found guilty of
anything, you cannot function in your profession.

3. You try to apologize, whether or not you have done anything
wrong.

4. People begin to investigate you...Nobody is perfect; nobody is
pure; and once people set out to interpret ambiguous incidents in a
particular way, it's not hard to find new evidence.

Applebaum, Anne. From “The New Puritans.” The Atlantic, October 2021. © The Atlantic Monthly Group. All rights reserved. This
content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 23
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James Madison proposed that the U.S. Constitution ensure that ‘no
person shall be ... deprived of life, liberty or property without due
process of law."... Nevertheless, these [cancelled] Americans have
been effectively deprived of it.

Applebaum, Anne. From “The New Puritans.” The Atlantic, October 2021. © The Atlantic Monthly Group. All rights reserved. This
content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.
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The censoriousness, the shunning, the ritualized apologies, the public
sacrifices—these are rather typical behaviors in illiberal societies with
rigid cultural codes, enforced by heavy peer pressure.

Applebaum, Anne. From “The New Puritans.” The Atlantic, October 2021. © The Atlantic Monthly Group. All rights reserved. This
content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/.
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THE NEW
PURITANS

if we drive all of the difficult people, the demanding people, and the
eccentric people away from the creative professions where they used
to thrive, we will become a flatter, duller, less interesting society, a
place where manuscripts sit in drawers for fear of arbitrary judgments.
The arts, the humanities, and the media will become stiff, predictable,
and mediocre. Democratic principles like the rule of law, the right to
self-defense, the right to a just trial—even the right to be forgiven—
will wither.

Applebaum, Anne. From “The New Puritans.” The Atlantic, October 2021. © The Atlantic Monthly Group. All rights reserved. This
content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/fag-fair-use/.
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San Francisco school board votes to
rename dozens of schools — including
Washington and Lincoln

‘By!njmmSunux

at 353 o.m. EST

Strauss, Valerie. From “San Francisco School Board Votes to Rename Dozens of Schools — including Washington and
Lincoln,” Washington Post, January 29, 2021. © The Washington Post. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from
our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https:/ocw.mit.edu/help/fag-fair-use/.
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Q2. 'Applebaum overlooks the difference between government and
private sanction. If a government throws you in jail without due
process, you have no remedy. If Company Z fires you without due
process (but in fact you did nothing wrong and are a good employee),
another company will see your value and hire you. So there's no need
to get all up in arms about “cancellation.”’

How do you think Applebaum would respond?
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Q3. Is it worth getting worked up about who our public schools are
named after? (Two kinds of people get worked up: those who want to
change the names, and those who are upset that the names are being
changed.)

28



Some general questions about the case for free speech

Two “pro free speech” positions:

1. “Free speech absolutism”: No thought/opinion/idea/view is such
that the expression of it may be legally punished.

2. The expression of thoughts/opinions is a good to be balanced
against other goods; when they conflict, it is sometimes better to
suppress expression.

If you were to be pro free speech, which would you prefer? Why?
(don't answer yet!)
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Some general questions about the case for free speech

Two “pro free speech” positions:

1. “Free speech absolutism”: No thought/opinion/idea/view is such
that the expression of it may be legally punished.

2. The expression of thoughts/opinions is a good to be balanced
against other goods; when they conflict, it is sometimes better (for
the State) to suppress expression.

If you were to be pro free speech, which would you prefer? Why?
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A useful distinction (reminder)

1. Expressing an opinion and inciting lawless action are different
acts.

2. One may, on an occasion, incite violence by expressing an opinion.
If the State punishes you for incitement, by (1) it has not punished you
for expressing an opinion.

Analogy: killing and firing a gun are different acts...

30

Some general questions about the case for free speech

“Free speech doesn’'t mean speech free from all consequences.”

What does this mean? Is it true? Which consequences are 'okay'?
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Some general questions about the case for free speech

Questions or topics you would like to discuss?

(May include, eg, “I still don't get how X's argument is supposed to
go...”)
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next time

Is There a Right of
Freedom of Expression?

Larry Alexander

Freedom of expression:
limits and opposition

Alexander, Larry. Is There a Right of Freedom of Expression?
Cambridge University Press, 2005. © Cambridge University Press. All
rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons
license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/fag-fair-use/.
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