24.150 Liberalism, Toleration, and Freedom of Speech F23

Questions on Whitehouse, “Section 230 Reforms”

1. What legal protections does section 230 give companies like Facebook and Twitter?

2. Whitehouse claims that misinformation spreads more widely and more quickly on social
media platforms than true information, and describes (what he takes to be) several causes of this

fact. What are those causes?

3. Whitehouse claims that reforming section 230 with “transparency requirements” will help

fight the spread of disinformation. What requirements does he have in mind? Do you agree with

him that the government is justified in imposing such requirements? Why or why not?
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