24.150 Liberalism, Toleration, and Freedom of Speech F23

Questions on Glod, Why It’s OK to Make Bad Choices, chapters 3 and 7

1. Glod writes: “So it looks as though there can be many cases in which people’s actions and
first-order desires do not reflect what they themselves, as flesh-and-blood people, truly desire to

do if they thought about it more.” Why does Glod draw this conclusion? Is he right to do so?
2. Why does the CADet reject NHP?

3. Why does Glod think that “the rationale for banning trans fats need not be a hard paternalistic

one”?
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Is it morally wrong to spend your life counting
blades of grass?

The idea of the grass-counter comes from John Rawls, for context of those who are not familiar:

"Imagine someone whose only pleasure is to count blades of grass in various geometrically shaped areas such as
park squares and well-trimmed lawns. He is otherwise intelligent and actually possesses unusual skills, since he
manages to survive by solving difficult mathematical problems for a fee."

"Is it morally wrong to spend your life counting blades of grass?" Reddit. © Reddit, Inc. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/fag-fair-use/.
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