24.150 Liberalism, Toleration, and Freedom of Speech F23

Questions on Augustine, Locke, and Jefferson on religious toleration

1. According to Locke, if making laws about religion is a legitimate exercise of government
power, then it was given that power either by God or by the people. Why does Locke think the

people have not given government that power?

2. Locke wrote that “Confiscation of goods, imprisonment, torture—nothing like that can make
men change their inward judgments about things.” Writing 1200 years earlier, Augustine
asserted, to the contrary, that fear of punishment could change people’s judgments. How did he

think it could happen?

3. Does Jefferson give any arguments for religious liberty and toleration in the Statute that do not

appear in the Locke reading? If so, what are they?

2

© World History Publishing. License CC BY-NC-ND. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/fag-fair-use/.



MIT OpenCourseWare
https://ocw.mit.edu/

24.150J / 17.043J/ CMS.125J Liberalism, Toleration, and Freedom of Speech
Fall 2023

For information about citing these materials or our Terms of Use, visit: https://ocw.mit.edu/terms.



https://ocw.mit.edu/
https://ocw.mit.edu/terms



