
33 

Meelena Oleksiuk 
Urban	Village 

This project aims to expose New Orlenians to a new type of com­
munity: an urban village. One where people work, learn, partake in 
cultural activities and live in the same place. This framework for a 
diverse community, will through job opportunities and cultural attrac­
tors provide an impetus for people to come back to New Orleans. 

This type of project could be built on many other sites in New Or­
leans. By designing a heavy base, the more ‘valuable’ spaces (hous­
ing) are elevated above sea level (BFE) for most areas of the city. As 
discussed above, this intensification of program is becoming more 
desirable for other sites throughout the city. This project serves the 
surrounding neighbourhoods and relies on them in that respect, 
however, making this project as self-sufficient as possible, in terms of 
energy and water would set an important example for future projects 
of this type. Arranging the units in such a way that wind will passively 
cool them as much as possible, including a water catchment system 
that will serve both the residential and commercial spaces, while 
providing a community stepwell, and providing a design for the shut­
ters that act as shading devices while simultaneously bringing indirect 
light deeper into the units, are the strategies employed in this project 
to achieve self-sufficiency. 
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Reilly Rabitaille 
Courtyard	Communities 

The proposed project seeks to address both the issue of job training 
and housing while at the same time reestablishing (or even creating 
anew) the sense of culture and community lost as a result of Hur­
ricane Katrina.  Temporary housing (at least initially) would cater to 
those who have lost their homes as a result of the hurricane and wish 
to seek new skills in order to better economically improve the lives of 
their families. Educational facilities located on site would provide job 
skill training for adults, as well as local cultural crafts or music.  Both 
of these aspects would be allowed to develop in provided commercial 
and performance spaces, which would in turn bring in funds to sup­
port the facility.  The basic goal of the community is such that after a 
few years of making connections with new people and having gained 
an adequate level of proficiency in a certain field, these previously 
blighted people might be able to move together to a establish a new 
community elsewhere in the city. 
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Patrick Rhodes-Vivour 
A	Communal	Whole 

My visit to New Orleans made me appreciate the importance of com­
munity to its residents and how the climate facilitates community 
building and social interactions. 
The architectural reaction to the climate creates Spaces and volumes 
such as courtyards and porches that exists to manipulate the climate. 
These produce interstitial space with several layers and transitions 
that occur between the street and the front door, the corridor and the 
courtyard, the public and the private as a by-product. 

My design approach is to mediate the interaction, intertwining and 
layering of overlapping volumes and uses by creating one volume 
within which smaller volumes exist and interact .These smaller vol­
umes, consist of housing units, a library, a gallery and commercial 
space for shops and offices all of which are porous and permeable 
to the flow of space. I intend to create a cluster of communities, in 
an arrangement that provides micro-level private open spaces which 
come together to form a communal whole that fosters interaction and 
Community development. 
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