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Thinking About Architecture: In History and at Present 
Instructor: Prof. Mark Jarzombek 

TA: Ana María León 

M: 9.30‐12.30 

LECTURE NOTES FROM November 23 

General Theme: Phenomenology 

Psychology and phenomenology emerged as ‘modern’ theoretical positions more or less at the same 

time. But whereas psychology entered architecture mainstream after WWII, (1950s‐70s), 
phenomenology entered architectural mainstream only during the mid 1970s. 

Heidegger 

dwelling (disconnect) building 
NOT: tracelessness 
rules 
art construction 
engineering Enlightenment inhabiting 
mobility (housing) 
highways 
radio 

modernity & its history 

•	 tracing – very particular, like Vischer’s schauen. increasingly ephemeral‐ reality coeficient is 
reduced 

•	 dwelling predates building – thinking about inhabitation 

•	 inhabiting vs. dwelling 



to be 

Bauen (to build) Æ bhu / beo Æ bin 

buan 

Nachbar 

neahgebur 

bachgebauer Æ bauer =	 farmer old [European] aristocrats | culture, good habits 

owners & defenders of land 
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