
5.12 Fall 2004 K. Berkowski

Acidity of Organic Molecules
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• Acidity increases across a row: H–C < H–N < H–O < H–F (electronegativity) 
• Acidity increases down a period: H–F < H–Cl < H–Br < H–I (size) 
•	 Neutral species less acidic than corresponding positively charged species: H–OH < H–+OH2 

pKa data from: Advanced Organic Chemisry, 4th Ed., J. March 


