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Agenda 

● [10] critique 

● [10] readings review 

● [10] grad reading presentation 

● [30] a taxonomy of techniques 

● [20] remix activity 

● [5] homework prep 
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Crit Practice 

Spiralling Global 
Temperatures 
Ed Hawkins 
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http://www.climate-lab-book.ac.uk/2016/spiralling-global-temperatures/
http://www.climate-lab-book.ac.uk/2016/spiralling-global-temperatures/
http://www.climate-lab-book.ac.uk/2016/spiralling-global-temperatures/
http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/
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Readings 
Mushon Zer Aviv. 2014. Disinformation Visualization: How to lie with datavis. 
(January 2014). 

Edward R. Tufte. 2001. Graphical Excellence. In The Visual Display of 
Quantitative Information. Cheshire, Conn: Graphics Pr. 

How confident do you feel about your 
ability to assess a graphic? are you a 
critical reader? who is? 

What's the difference Zer-Aviv's paints 
between "argument" and "evidence"? 

Are Tufte's "principles of graphical 
excellence" always aligned with those 
of argumentative excellence? 
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About Crafting 
Narratives 

Grad Student Presents 
Colin Ware. 2008. Visual and Verbal Narrative. In Visual 
Thinking: for Design. Burlington, MA: Morgan Kaufmann. 

Edward Segel and Jeffrey Heer. 2010. Narrative visualization: 
Telling stories with data. Visualization and Computer Graphics, 
IEEE Transactions on 16, 6 (2010), 1139 1148. 
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techniques 
you can use 
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The Usual Inspirations 

!" +,$(*)5&()- .// $(0'1* $,*,$2,3- 4'(* )561,61 (*
,7)/83,3 9$5: 58$ ;$,%1(2,";5::56* /(),6*,-
<5$ :5$, (695$:%1(56="*,,
'11&>??5)@-:(1-,38?',/&?9%AB9%($B8*,?

./0&"$ 123$"4"+/)405'16,"-6 !&*+% !"#$%"& ()*+,"-%
!"#$%&'()* +$,**- .// $(0'1* $,*,$2,3- 4'(*
)561,61 (* ,7)/83,3 9$5: 58$ ;$,%1(2,
;5::56* /(),6*,- <5$ :5$, (695$:%1(56="
*,, '11&>??5)@-:(1-,38?',/&?9%AB9%($B8*,?

7

https://www.edwardtufte.com/tufte/books_visex
https://www.tableau.com
http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/
http://guns.periscopic.com
http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/


Upper right © Prudential Financial; lower left © World 
Wildlife Fund. All rights reserved. This content is 
excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more 
information, see http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/ 

A Richer Set of Inspirations 
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http://lklein.com/2014/12/visualization-as-argument/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OI-nEn0c0w4
https://civic.mit.edu/blog/rahulb/lasers-food-data-story-about-food-security
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lfQVY-xH2R8
http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/


A Toolbelt of Techniques 

● Personal Stories ● Traditional Maps 

● Traditional Charts ● Creative Maps 

● Creative Charts ● Be the Data 

● Data Sculptures 
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Personal 
Stories 

© Stacy Carruth. All rights reserved. This 
content is excluded from our Creative 
Commons license. For more information, see 
http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/ 

Stacy Carruth 
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http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/


© EPCOR Utilities, Inc. All rights reserved. This content is Traditional Charts 
excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more 
information, see http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/ 

11

https://www.patspicks.com/blog/item/what_if_everybody_flushed_at_once_Edmonton_water_gold_medal_hockey_game/
http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/


Choose the Right 
Chart 

Andrew Abela 

© Andrew Abela. All rights reserved. 
This content is excluded from our 
Creative Commons license. 
For more information, see 
http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/ 
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http://extremepresentation.typepad.com/blog/2006/09/choosing_a_good.html
http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/


Creative Charts 

Rahul Bhargava & Groundwork Somerville 
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Data Sculptures 
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Traditional Maps 

Wikipedia 
© Wikipedia User: M Tracy Hunter. License CC BY SA 3.0. This 
content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For 
more information, see http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/ 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demographics_of_India
http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/


© NPR. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our 
NPR Visuals Team Creative Commons license. For more information, see 

http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/ 
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http://blog.apps.npr.org/2015/05/11/hex-tile-maps.html
http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/


Creative Maps 

© Julian Bousac / Le Monde Diplomatique. All rights reserved. 
This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For Julien Bousac more information, see http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/ 
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http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/


© Prudential Financial. All rights reserved. This content is 
excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more Be the Data 
information, see http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/ 

Prudential 
Ribbon 

Experiment 
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https://www.ispot.tv/ad/7Txd/prudential-ribbon-experiment
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OI-nEn0c0w4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQG5JX3u05s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQG5JX3u05s
http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/


Time to practice! 
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let's do a remix 
! form teams 

! I'll assign each of you a technique 

! grab big paper and crayons 

! sketch out a remix with the 
technique I assigned you 

© GOOD / Fogelson Lubliner. All rights reserved. This 
content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For 
more information, see http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/ 
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/zrncz28c3r5t4l3/Good-WalkThisWay.jpg?dl=0
http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/


homework 

● read stuff 
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https://ocw.mit.edu/
https://ocw.mit.edu/terms



