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Agenda 

● [10] crit 

● [15] readings 

● [30] inspirations 

● [15] "Viz Zoo" activity 

● [10] tools 

● [10] datasets and team-forming 
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Crit Prac 

Gun Deaths In Florida 

Business Insider / Reuters 

© Reuters. All rights reserved. This content is excluded 
from our Creative Commons license. For more information, 
see http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/ 
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http://www.businessinsider.com/gun-deaths-in-florida-increased-with-stand-your-ground-2014-2
http://www.businessinsider.com/gun-deaths-in-florida-increased-with-stand-your-ground-2014-2
http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/


 

 

 

 

 

 

Readings 
Scott McCloud. 1994. Vocabulary of Comics. In Understanding Comics: 
The Invisible Art. New York: William Morrow Paperbacks. 

Mark Wilson. 2015. Why You Don’t Make A Mindlessly Beautiful 
Visualization Of A Horrific Event. Co.Design (August 2015). 

Nigel Holmes. 2009. why so serious, (7 minute video) 

What's the difference between Holmes' 
approach and a today's common 
infographics? example 

When is it ok to visualize human 
suffering? Can this be an empathic art? 
Example 

How does McCloud connect to Ware 
on the verbal/visual mix? 
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https://infograficaalacarta.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/chap5healthxfinal.jpg
http://guns.periscopic.com


 

Traditional Charts           Creative Charts 

Pictures showing quantitative comparisons. Pictures that use the visual language of traditional 
charts to tell a quantitative story. 

infographics, explanatory-graphics 
graphs 
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Historical Inspirations 

Florence Nightingale, 1856 

W. E. B. Du Bois, 1900 Society for Effecting the Abolition of the Slave Trade, 1788 

Public domain images. 6

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/82/Slaveshipposter.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/17/Nightingale-mortality.jpg
http://publicdomainreview.org/collections/w-e-b-du-bois-hand-drawn-infographics-of-african-american-life-1900/


Inspirational Charts 

The Guardian, 2015 Bloomberg Business, 2015 
Left © Guardian News and Media Ltd., right © Bloomberg L.P. All rights 
reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. 
For more information, see http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/ 
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https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-interactive/2016/mar/15/florida-illinois-missouri-north-carolina-ohio-live-results-primary-caucuses
http://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2015-whats-warming-the-world/
https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2015-whats-warming-the-world/
http://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-interactive/2016/feb/20/nevada-south-carolina-live-results-primary-caucuses
http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/


Inspirational Creative Charts 
Courtesy of Visualizing Impact. License CC BY NC SA. 

Visualizing Impact Nigel Holmes, National Geographic, 2009 

Oliver Uberti, National Geographic, 2011 

Graphics © National Geographic and Vox Media. 
All rights reserved. This content is excluded from 
our Creative Commons license. For more 

Gun Violence in America, Vox Media, 2/2016 information, see http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-
fair-use/ 
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http://thesocietypages.org/graphicsociology/2011/04/26/cost-of-health-care-by-country-national-geographic/
http://visualizingimpact.org/visuals/the-long-run-youth-unemployment-in-mena?Size=small
https://visualizingimpact.org/visuals/the-long-run-youth-unemployment-in-mena
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/big-idea/05/carbon-bath
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/big-idea/05/carbon-bath
http://www.vox.com/2015/10/3/9444417/gun-violence-united-states-america
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bX4qUsgHa4Y
http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/
http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/
https://thesocietypages.org/graphicsociology/2011/04/26/cost-of-health-care-by-country-national-geographic/


Inspirational Interactive Graphics 

Virtual Water Angela Morelli 
© Angela Morelli. License CC BY NC ND 3.0. 
This content is excluded from our Creative 
Commons license. For more information, see 
http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/ 

Gun Deaths Periscopic 

© Periscopic. All rights reserved. This 
content is excluded from our Creative 
Commons license. For more information, see 
http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/ 
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http://thewaterweeat.com/
http://www.angelamorelli.com/water/
http://guns.periscopic.com/
http://guns.periscopic.com/
http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/
http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/


Courtesy of Periscopic. Used with permission. 

Choose the Right Chart 
Andrew Abela 

© Andrew Abela. All rights reserved. 
This content is excluded from our 
Creative Commons license. 
For more information, see 
http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/ 
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http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/


Visual Vocabulary 
Financial Times 

© The Financial Times Limited. 
All rights reserved. This content is 
excluded from our Creative Commons 
license. For more information, see 
http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/ 
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https://github.com/ft-interactive/chart-doctor/tree/master/visual-vocabulary
https://github.com/ft-interactive/chart-doctor/blob/master/visual-vocabulary/Visual-vocabulary.pdf
http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/


"Viz Zoo" Activity 

● form a team of 3 

● pick a chart type 

● read about it on 
datavizcatalogue.com 

● scan http://bit.ly/vizzoo 

● prepare a 1-minute summary on 
what the chart is and why/when 
we should use it 

● you have 6 minutes 
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http://www.datavizcatalogue.com/
http://bit.ly/vizzoo


easy to learn 

Comic Life 
Super Lame 

infogr.am 
RAWGraphs 

Excel 
Tableau 

does lots of things 
JMP 

Minitab 

Google Charts 
does one thing 

Illustrator 

D3.js 
processing 

gephi 

hard to learn 

skrollr 

tools for making charts 
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https://rawgraphs.io/
https://processing.org/
http://www.tableau.com/academic/students
https://gephi.org/
https://d3js.org/
https://infogr.am/
http://plasq.com/apps/comiclife/macwin/
http://www.superlame.com/
https://prinzhorn.github.io/skrollr/
https://developers.google.com/chart/
http://www.jmp.com/en_us/home.html
http://www.minitab.com/en-us/


Team Forming 
What do you know? 

What do you want to make? 

What dataset are you interested in? 

Hubway rides, NYC trees, CO2 
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https://ocw.mit.edu/
https://ocw.mit.edu/terms



