
Week 9: Transsexuality and the Medical Community 

Transsexual autobiography is tinged by its relationship to the medical establishment, particularly 
in the U.S., but across the world as well. 

Califia’s essay explores the history of that relationship, and Serano offers a contemporary 
critique based on her own experience. 

In brief, access to medical technology was predicated on telling doctors and psychologists that 
one’s life was just like the idealized story of the transsexual put forth by doctors like Harry 
Benjamin in the 1960’s.  Even today, many trans and gender queer people seeking medical 
resources are rejected, because they do not fit the traditional mold.  

 

 

 



MIT OpenCourseWare
http://ocw.mit.edu

ES.269 Passing: Flexibility in Race and Gender
Spring 2009

For information about citing these materials or our Terms of Use, visit: http://ocw.mit.edu/terms.

http://ocw.mit.edu/terms
http://ocw.mit.edu/



