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Why mobile payment?

�Debit card usage is increasing by 20% every year
�Nearly half of U.S. consumers carry less than $40 
in cash.
�Currently, there are two billion mobile phone 
subscribers globally, a number that continues to 
grow.  
�The sale of mobile content currently constitutes $5 
billion annually, a number that is expected to grow 
to $40 billion by 2008.
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What it takes to build a mobile payment service 
and platform, and outline of Obopay’s unique 
approach.
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Why Obopay?
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The Big Picture
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How does it work?

• You simply send a message 
from your mobile phones to 
the Obopay server using the 
application. 

• The server validates the 
transaction and transfers the 
funds.
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Obopay payment model

• Obopay uses a prepaid debit model 
• Money may be added to an Obopay account 

through: Obopay merchant locations, 
Interactive Voice Response (IVR), Obopay 
website, and customer service representative. 

• Users have access to these funds through 
their mobile phones to make and receive 
payments, and check account activity
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Who and how can you pay?

• Mobile phone to merchant mobile phone

• Mobile phone to merchant point of sale web 
application

• Obopay prepaid companion debit card
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Technological specifications

• The Obopay Mobile Application (OMA) is based on 
Java 2 Platform, Enterprise Edition (J2EE).

• It currently runs J2ME and .NET.
• In the future, it will be available on additional 

platforms, including WAP, BREW, Symbian, and 
SIM Toolkit. 

• OMA is also available for virtually every phone 
operating system, including Nokia, Motorola, 
Samsung, Sanyo, and other common brands.
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Goals of Bank-A-Billion (Grameen + Obopay
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Goals of Bank-A-Billion

• By 2018 the world’s poor will benefit fully 
from mobile banking services This includes 
access to 
– Savings
– Money Transfer 
– Payments
– Micro-Credit 
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