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    Exercise One


Assigned: Ses #3

Due: Ses #6

Consider the questions that have emerged from the first sets of readings for this seminar: How is political power constructed through space? How is the past manipulated to serve the present? How is meaning conveyed? How does gender (or race or ethnicity) affect design? Who benefits from urban development? Whose perspective matters?

Taking one or more of these questions as a point of departure, please pick a designed environment that has meant something to you and discuss its urban design politics. In what ways has politics influenced the design of this environment? You may wish to emphasize either political symbolism or political process, but do try to say at least something about both. If you gain access to some degree of documentary evidence to support what you say, that would be best, but don’t be afraid to trust your own powers of observation as well.

Your response should be three to five typed pages, and you should present it in class on the date where your chosen topic best fits (please discuss this with me). The idea is for you to introduce the class to a relevant example. Illustrations (either in the form of slides, overheads, or some kind of handout that you can distribute to everyone) would be very helpful. You are encouraged to use this first paper as a trial run on your longer term paper for the class.


    Student Responses


Student responses to this assignment are included below. All work is courtesy of the student named and used with permission. (Note: student work is from a previous term.)

“Monuments and the Construction of Political Power - Case Study: Humayun’s Tomb, New Delhi” - Sadaf Ansari (PDF)

“Designed for Glory: Huey P. Long’s building program in Louisiana” - Jeffrey Hébert (PDF)

“Olympiastadion Berlin: Embodying Nazi Politics through Architecture” - Todd Kohr (PDF)

“La Grande Arche de la Défense, Paris” - Jacob Simpson (PDF)

“Stealing the Show: Ed Rendell and the Urban Design Politics of Philadelphia’s Mummers Parade” - Annis Whitlow (PDF)


    Final Paper


This final paper may be an expansion of the first paper, or else may address an entirely new or related topic. In any case, it should address the “design politics” of some place or issue. You may wish to emphasize “process politics” questions (e.g., who benefits from development?) or “symbolic politics” questions (e.g., the meanings attached to urban design interventions); ideally, the paper will address the confluence of both aspects. At base, the paper should somehow address the ways that urban design (however broadly or narrowly defined) affects the balance of power (political, cultural, or social) in some place(s) or institutional setting(s).

In the past, most papers have run approximately 15-20 pages. There is no prize for length - it shouldn’t be any longer than it needs to be to make and illustrate your argument.

I am expecting approximately 4-5 students to present their papers at each of the last three class sessions. Presentations (including time for questions, discussion with the class) should be about 25 minutes. Presentations should include some form of illustration that you can project (slides, Microsoft® PowerPoint®, overheads, etc.) and some sort of ‘souvenir’ related to your project that you can distribute to the class.


  




                  

                

                
                  
  [image: ]
  [image: ]



    


  
    
      Course Info
    

  

  
    
      
        
        
          
          
            Instructor
            

          
            




	
    Prof. Lawrence Vale
  




          

        

         
        
          
          
            Departments
          

          
            




	
    Urban Studies and Planning
  
	
    Architecture
  




          

        

         
        
        
          
            As Taught In
          

          
            Spring
            
              2010
            
          

        


        
          
            Level
          

          
            
              
                Graduate

              
            
          

        

        
      


      
    

  




  
    






  
    Topics
  

  	









  
  
    
  
  
  
    Social Science



	
    
      
      
        
        Political Science
    

    

    
  
	
    
      
      
        
      
      
      
        
        Public Administration
    

    	
        
          
          Public Policy
      


    
  
	
    
      
      
        
      
      
      
        
        Urban Studies
    

    	
        
          
          Urban Planning
      


    
  









    




  
    Learning Resource Types
  

  
    
      
        
          


  
    assignment_turned_in
    Written Assignments with Examples
  




        

      
    

  





    


  
    Download Course

  


  




                
              

            

          

        

      

    


    

    
    	
        	
            	
					
						
							[image: MIT Open Learning]
						
						
							
								Over 2,500 courses & materials
							

							
								Freely sharing knowledge with learners and educators around the world. Learn more
							

						

					

            	

				
					
	
		
			[image: facebook]
		
	

	
		
			[image: instagram]
		
	

	
		
			[image: x (formerly twitter)]
		
	

	
		
			[image: youtube]
		
	

	
		
			[image: linkedin]
		
	




				

        	

    	

		
		
			
            	
					
						
							© 2001–2024 Massachusetts Institute of Technology
						

						
							Accessibility
						

						
							Creative Commons License
						

						
							Terms and Conditions
						

					

            	

				
					
						
						Proud member of: 
						
							[image: Open Education Global]
						
						

					

				

        	

		


		
			
	
		
			[image: facebook]
		
	

	
		
			[image: instagram]
		
	

	
		
			[image: x (formerly twitter)]
		
	

	
		
			[image: youtube]
		
	

	
		
			[image: linkedin]
		
	




		


		
			© 2001–2024 Massachusetts Institute of Technology
		

	




  

  

  


  
    
      
        
          [image: ]
          
            You are leaving MIT OpenCourseWare
          

        

        
          close
        
      

      
        Please be advised that external sites may have terms and conditions, 
        including license rights, that differ from ours. MIT OCW is not responsible 
        for any content on third party sites, nor does a link suggest an endorsement 
        of those sites and/or their content.
      

      
        
            Stay Here
        
        
          Continue
        
      

    

  




  

  



  



  


    
    
    

    
    
    





  


