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WGS. 101                                      Spring 2023 
Homework Due: Class 11 
Defining “feminist” and “feminism”: Language of the Second + Wave 
Review: First chapter, “The Problem That Has No Name”, The Feminine Mystique 
and the 1966 NOW “Statement of Purpose” 
 
 
1. How would you define the current terms “feminism” and “feminist”?       
 
 
 
 
 
2. What connotations, images or associations do the words “feminism” and “feminist” 
have today (and in the past)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Do you see the language of “feminism” (compared to the popular nineteenth century 
term “women’s rights”) more suited to the Second Wave?  In what ways does the 
approach of Friedan’s The Feminine Mystique and the 1966 NOW “Statement of 
Purpose” connect with the language of feminism? 
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