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WGS. 101                                                          Spring 2023 
HW Due Class 24 
“Love and Gold”- Arlie Russell Hochschild 
 
 Respond to the quotes below. To what extent do you agree with Hochschild’s 
perspective?  How have your own personal experiences with child care or child care 
workers influenced your thinking about this issue (about a page)? 
 
1.“The notion of extracting resources from the Third World harkens back to imperialism 
in its most literal form: the nineteenth century extraction of gold, ivory and rubber from 
the Third World….Today, as love and care become the “new gold”, the female part of the 
story has grown in prominence. In both cases, through the death or displacement of their 
parents, Third World children pay the price.” 
 
2.“But if First World middle-class women are building careers that are molded according 
to the old male model, by putting in long hours at demanding jobs, their nannies and 
other domestic workers suffer a greatly exaggerated version of the same thing. Two 
women working for pay is not a bad idea. But two working mothers giving their all to 
work is a good idea gone haywire. In the end, both First and Third World women are 
small players in a larger economic game whose rules they have not written.”  
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